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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Trinity Tidings 

Special Items of 
Interest: 

Quartermania is May 6, 
3:00 pm 

Martin Luther: the Idea that 
Changed the World movie 
May 4, 7:00 pm 

May 7 Town Hall Meeting. 
We look back! 

Pr. Elwyn Luber will be 
with us May 21, while Pr. 
Alan is on vacation. 

May 29 is Memorial Day; 
the church office will be 
closed that day. 

Work is beginning on an 
updated church directory; 
please contact the office, 
233-0767 or  
office@topekatlc.org with 
address and/or phone 
number changes. 

MAY 2017 

If you’re curious about the Biblical 
and theological basis for the tasks 
the transition task force is leading 
(and haven’t already read chapter 11 
of “Temporary Shepherds”—it’s 
among the assigned reading) I en-
courage you to review our Gospel 
text for April 30--Luke 24:13-35 
and 48-53. 
Aptly titled “On the Road to Em-
maus” our Gospel on the fifth Sun-
day of April explains how God cre-
ated a buffer zone, the interim time 
necessary for moving the bewil-
dered disciples from the cross (the 
end) to the new beginning (the res-
urrection. Jesus’ ministry to the dis-

ciples helps them answer their ques-
tions, such as “Now what do we 
do? Our leader has left!” He helped 
them retell their past in order to 
give them hope for their future. 
Jesus spent time with the disciples 
at a meal, a time of healing and re-
vealing—leading them to discover a 
new identity. Discovering the new 
reality of Christ’s continual pres-
ence was the beginning of a great 
future. The disciples were so excit-
ed, they went back to Jerusalem to 
share the news with the others, to 
link with the larger church where it 
was meeting. 
Since Jesus would no longer be 
there with the disciples to instruct 
and guide them, he would leave this 
to the new leadership. Jesus told 
them to stay in the city until they 
received the gift of the Holy Spirit 
(Luke 24:48-49). Finally, he blessed 
them—the commitment to a new 
future. 
There you have it in a nutshell:  the 
five developmental tasks during 
interim ministry at Trinity this year. 
Want to learn more? Join us May 7. 
Right after worship the task force 
will lead the first town hall meeting 
in Fellowship Hall, an opportunity 
to retell Trinity’s past. See you then. 

725 SW Buchanan St. 
Phone: 785-233-0767 

E-mail: office@topekatlc.org 

Pr. Alan on vacation! 
Pastor Alan is planning to take the week of Monday, May 15 through Sunday, 
May 21 and the week of Sunday, June 18 through Saturday, June 24 as vacation. 
Pr. Luber will serve as presiding minister and preacher on the two Sundays that 
Alan will be gone. Alan will be out of the office using compensatory time May 1 
through May 6. 

Interim Pastor Alan Saatkamp 
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Date                             Greeter(s) Usher(s) Musicians Flowers Lector Altar Guild Coffee Host(s) Assisting 
Minister

Presiding 
Minister

May 7, 
2017

Gay & 
Carol 

Marker

David 
McGinnis 

Laurie 
Jackson

Linda 
Longren

Diane 
Bottorff & 
Team One

Andy & 
LaVell 
Winsor

Walt 
Laughlin

Interim 
Pastor 
Alan 

Saatkamp

May 14, 
2017

Walt & 
Helen 

Laughlin

David 
McGinnis

Mitchell 
Bean

Gay & 
Carol 

Marker 
(1), 

Marilyn 
Heckman 

(1)

Ted Murphy
Diane 

Bottorff & 
Team One

Cindy 
McGinnis 
& Mary 

McGinnis

Marsha 
Ridinger

Interim 
Pastor 
Alan 

Saatkamp

May 21, 
2017

Bill & 
Marsha 

Ridinger

Larry 
McGinnis

Marcia 
Dahlman

Julie 
Reeves (2) Loni Reece

Diane 
Bottorff & 
Team One

Ted Quast Ted 
Murphy

Pr. Elwyn 
Luber 

May 28, 
2017

Ted 
Murphy

David 
McGinnis

Mitchell 
Bean Ted Quast

Diane 
Bottorff & 
Team One

Shelley 
Andrews & 

Roxanne 
Wolf

Interim 
Pastor 
Alan 

Saatkamp

Worship Assistants

MAY 2017 WORSHIP LEADERS 

Office Hours 

The church office is open Monday thru 
Friday, 10:00 am to 3:30 pm. 
To be removed from the mailing list, 
please call 785-233-0767 or email  
office@topekatlc.org. 
 
Prayer Requests 

To share a prayer request please con-
tact Barbara Apps at 249-7244. She will 
get the prayer chain started. If you want 
your prayer request included in our wor-
ship service prayers, please let Barbara 
know that as well. 
 

 

 

Altar Flowers 

If you would like to donate one or two 
vases of flowers for our worship service, 
please see the sign-up chart on the nar-
thex bulletin board or call the church 
office, 233-0767. 
Each vase is $25. Please note “flowers” 
on your check and put it in the offering 
plate. Should you have questions or con-
cerns, please contact Cindy in the church 
office, 233-0767. 
After worship, you may take live flowers 
only home or to a friend. Please let 
Cindy know if you will not be picking up 
your flowers after worship but sometime 
during the week or if you do not want 
the flowers and prefer we donate them 
for you. 

Regular Blood  
Pressure Checks are 
good for you! 

Come to the kitchen after 
worship to have this  
important health check. 

Blood Pressure 
Checks 
May 14, 2017 

Please note that the blood 
pressure checks will be done 
on the second Sunday of May, 
instead of the first Sunday, 
due to the Town Hall meeting 
planned for May 7th. See you 
there! 
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Birthdays 
2 Jennifer Grubb 
2 Chance Hutchison 
4 Gianni Noriega 
8 Jim Erickson 
9 Brandon Soldan 
11 Donna J. Allen 
14 Daniella King 
20 Tony Ibrahim 
22 David McGinnis 
23 Evelyn Johnson 
25 Shane Pomeroy 

 

Baptisms 
1 Jan Dick 
1 Howard Kunard 
1 Helen Laughlin 
10 Brandon Cain 
10 Naomi Walker 
11 Karen Arney 
11 Marcy Carlson 
12 Pam Kobbeman 
12 Emily McGinnis 
12 Rosie Nichols 
13 Erin Lewis 
20 Kali Arney 
20 Tom Arney 
21 Breanna Lewis 
26 Bronwyn King 
26 Daniella King 
26 Elania King 
26 Sara King 
26 Gianni Noriega 
27 Larry McGinnis 
30 Shawn Nowak 
30 Brayden Winsor 

May 
Celebrations 

May Readings 

Adult Bible Study meets on  
Sunday mornings at 9:15 am. 

May 7 — 4th Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 2:42-47 

Psalm 23 
1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 

 
May 14 — 5th Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 7:55-60 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
1 Peter 2:2-10 
John 14:1-14 

 
May 21 — 6th Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 17:22-31 

Psalm 66:8-20 
1 Peter 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 

 
May 25 — Ascension of Our Lord 
 Acts: 1:1-11 

Psalm 47 or Psalm 93 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53 

 
May 28 — 7th Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 1:6-14 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 
John 17:1-11 

Youth Group is 
scheduled to meet 
May 14 and May 28, 
5:30-8:30 pm. 

Wedding Anniversaries 
3 Tom & Karen Arney 
27 Bill & Laurie Walker 
28 Conrad & Sharon Youngblom 
29 Russ & Tresa Johnson 
30 Steve & Julie Cain 
31 James & Cathy Tunnell 

Vacation 
Bible 

School 
will be held July 10-14 at 

First Lutheran. 
As in previous years, it is 

a joint effort of First, Our 
Saviors and Trinity. 

Watch for more 
information. 
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Transition Task Force Update 

As we navigate through the transition and call process, we 
will discern where God is calling Trinity Evangelical Luther-
an Church. Your council has formed the Transition Task 
Force:  Pam Kobbeman, Cindy McGinnis (recorder), Loni 
Reece, Marcy Carlson, Chuck Sodergren, Duane Pomeroy 
(co-chair) and Dean McGinnis (co-chair). We will be asking 
other folks to help during the process as we compile and 
complete the necessary steps during this information-
gathering phase. 

Our first meeting was Sunday March 26th and we reviewed 
our responsibilities and began to create a time line for com-
pletion of the informational gathering period (six months) 
as we move toward the call process. 

The first step of the informational gathering process 
began Palm Sunday (March 9th) in which we asked for your 
participation. A large city map was posted in the narthex, 
with pushpins, so that you could find where you live and 
place a pin at that location. If you were unable to worship 
with us, please call the church office and we will add your 
location to the map. This helps us identify where we live in 
relation to the physical location of the church as we develop 
the site profile. 

 

 

The second step is to host a series of three Town Hall 
Meetings: 

The first town hall meeting will be Sunday May 7th during 
the coffee hour. We encourage you to attend and we ask 
for an hour of your time. The goal of this first meeting is to 
celebrate and commemorate key events in the life of the 
congregation. 

The second town hall meeting will look at the present—
where Trinity is today, including a strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats (SWOT) analysis. 

The third town hall meeting is the most challenging—
looking to the future. What skills does the congregation 
seek from a new pastor? What experience will serve the 
congregation best? And where is God leading Trinity in the 
future? 

PLAN to attend the Town Hall Meeting 
following worship on Sunday May 7th. 
We will keep you updated throughout this exciting time at 
Trinity as we look forward to our 150th anniversary in 2020. 
Keep us in your prayers as we need your thoughts and help 
throughout the transition process. 

Peace. 
Dean McGinnis, Co-Chair of the Transition Task Force 
dmcginnis@cox.net  
785-272-0255 

What I’m hearing: 
recent conversations with Trinity members 
Several members have indicated their desire that I be a candidate 
to become your called (or “settled”) pastor. While it’s flattering to 
hear, and I’m enjoying my part time ministry at Trinity, there are 
several reasons why that shouldn’t happen (aside from the fact 
that I live 60 miles away!) Most of the reasons listed below are 
described in Temporary Shepherds edited by Roger Nicholson, as 
well as enumerated in the ELCA Model Constitution. 
The covenant agreement for my ministry at Trinity, signed by the 
Council President, Central States Synod Bishop’s Office, and me, 
clearly indicates that I’m not a candidate.  That was the agreement 
from the onset. 
There’s an issue of ethics as well as the long-term health of the 
congregation. In part, the policy is to maintain a fair and level 
playing field for all candidates. Obviously, an interim has a ten-
dency to develop loyalties and thus should be disqualified. 
During interim periods, congregations are uniquely anxious and 

vulnerable. They may do a disservice by choosing the interim 
without giving consideration to a wider field. 
The interim has an unfair advantage over “off site” candidates 
due to higher visibility. 
Experience shows that when an interim becomes a candidate, 
there is an increased potential for congregational conflict, as hid-
den resentments about the curtailed search process surface. 
It’s also part of the ELCA model constitution (from section 
C9.07.) “The interim pastor and any rostered minister providing 
assistance shall refrain from exerting influence in the selection of 
a pastor. Unless previously agreed upon by the Synod Council, an 
interim pastor is not available for a regular call to the congrega-
tion served.” 
There you have it. Thanks for your continued prayers and sup-
port as we strive to discern what God is calling Trinity to do and 
be in the future. 
    Interim Pastor Alan 
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Council Meeting Highlights, Apr. 11, 2017 

 It was noted that Lenten midweek ser-
vices were well attended and services 
were very well received. 

 The ceremony to say farewell to Barbara 
Apps was well received. 

 Diane reported that a continental-style 
breakfast is planned for Easter morning. 
Learning Committee recommends that 
each camper pay $25 towards their Camp 
Tomah Shinga registration, up to a maxi-
mum of $50 per family. 

 Dean will meet with Memorial Commit-
tee to make recommendations for use of 
memorial funds. 

 Rick Friedstrom may be available to serve 
as pulpit supply. 

 Bob Horton is reviewing building plans 
for a Blessings Box. Dean said the youth 
group has restocked the TLC food pan-
try. 

 We are seeking clarification of nominat-
ing committee duties. This will be de-
ferred to Debbie Pomeroy and Diane 
Bottorff as they work with Susan Candea 
to update our constitution. 

 The Transition Task Force will work on 
membership identification. 

 Central Congregational Church has sold 
their building and is looking for space to 
use for worship, meetings and offices. Pr. 
Alan & Dean met with Pr. Cynthia Meyer 
to discuss possibilities. 

 Biblical Stewardship video has been received 
and will be considered as a possible stew-
ardship campaign. 

 Garage/storage shed will be repaired and 
painted with help from the Historic Old 
Town NIA and the youth group. 

 Cindy McGinnis volunteered to attend 
the Central States Synod Assembly. Diane 
also plans to attend. There is an open slot 
for a male attendee. 

 A Transition Task Force update was giv-
en. A Town Hall Meeting is planned for 
May 7 during coffee hour. 

 Mack Hinson is working on an outreach 
program for at-risk youth in the commu-
nity. Pr. Alan will meet with him and re-
port back to council. 

 500th Reformation Anniversary planning 
assigned to Worship & Music committee. 

 New paper towel dispensers have been 
installed in Trinity Hall bathrooms. 

 We received very positive comments 
from Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity after 
they used our sanctuary on March 31 for 
an event. 

 A request from the Topeka Fire Dept. for 
funds for a fire safety program may be 
considered for a 5th Sunday Special in the 
future. 

Work will continue through May on updating our phone 
directory; this will update the version dated May 2015. 
Please submit additions, corrections, address, phone or 
email changes to Cindy in the church office, 233-0767 or 
ofice@topekatlc.org. 

2017 
5th Sunday 

Specials 

July 30 
Doorstep 

October 29 
Camp Tomah Shinga 

December 31 
ELCA World Hunger 

Address change: 

Barbara J Apps 
6448 E Shepherd's Crossing St 

Bel Aire KS 67226-8933  

Camp Tomah 
Shinga 

The summer schedule for 
Camp Tomah Shinga is 

here. 
Each camper is 

responsible for $25 of the 
registration fee. 

If there are more than two 
campers from the same 

family, the 
maximum fee is $50. 

The remainder of the fee 
will be covered through 

the generosity of the 
Reeves Foundation. 

For more information 
contact the church office 

or Diane Bottorff. 
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Two ladies from Trinity (Julie and Helen) 
attended the brunch at Grace Lutheran, 
Osage City, April l. They enjoyed the fellow-
ship with ladies representing many area 
churches of all denominations! 
Priscilla Circle will next meet for discussion 
and study on Wednesday, May 17, 1:30 pm 
in Trinity Library. At that time we will look 
at several reflections by diverse women of 

many generations, sharing what it 
means to trust God, who knows us 
completely with all our joys and strug-
gles. We look forward to learning from 
these stories, sharing Scriptures and 
prayers and receiving Christian hope, 
knowing that we are not alone. Please 
join us! You are welcome! 

WELCA News 

Doorstep May 2017  
Mark your calendars and save the dates! 
The first week of June is going to be a 
busy one for Doorstep and our support-
ers! 
Topeka Gives 2017 is Tuesday, June 6th at 

Fairlawn Plaza Mall 
from 7am - 6pm. 
Doorstep will be 
there again this 
year with a table. 
Please come by and 

see us and make a donation for Doorstep! 
Donations must be made in person. You can 
donate $25 - $1,000 to Doorstep on this day 
at Fairlawn Plaza, and the Topeka Commu-
nity Foundation will match it proportionate-
ly. There are 158 local non-profits participat-
ing. This year there is $83,250 available for 
the match. Last year Doorstep made $16,106 
from our donors to help with agency needs! 
Save the date and come out on June 6th! To-
peka Gives – a fun day of giving is spon-
sored by the Topeka Community Founda-
tion. 

Doorstep’s 50th Anniversary Dance –  
Friday, June 9th at the Great Overland  
Station. In celebration of Doorstep’s 50 
years of helping our neighbors in need, we 
are having a dance. 
This will be our 
spring fundraiser. 
The Kings of Swing 
will be playing from 
7pm -10pm for your 
dancing and listening 
pleasure. Tickets will 
be $50 per couple or 
$25 individually, and will be available in May! 
Food, drinks and cake are included in the 
ticket price. There will be a cash bar, and 
silent auction items. More information will 
be available soon! 

Have you designated your 
portion of the 

Dillons Community Rewards 
money to go to Trinity Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church? 
 

If you are a Thrivent member, 
have you designated Trinity to 

receive your Choice Dollars? 

This link will take you directly 
to the AmazonSmile page that 
directs the donation generated 

by your AmazonSmile purchase 
to Trinity: 

http://smile.amazon.com/
ch/48-0697751  

 
Call Cindy in the office if you 

need help getting signed up for 
any of these! 



Cindy, 233-0767 
or 

email office@topekatlc.org 




