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Dear Trinity members, 

I had the opportunity to be one of 
the voting delegates of the Central 
States Synod attending the ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly in Louisiana 
last month. I was so thankful to be 
part of this great Assembly as it is the 
primary decision-making body of the 
church. Before every vote on an is-
sue, we prayed for the Holy Spirit to 
guide us. The daily worship services 
were enlightening and moving. The 
preachers were marvelous. Holy 
Communion was served every day 
and I was part of the worship service 
and giving out the bread at one of 
the services. 

Somehow, I run into many familiar 
faces in members of the ELCA and 
people from abroad like Papua New 
Guinea or Africa and even a young 
man from my homeland of Madagas-
car and many fellow former mission-
aries. ELCA is really a global church. 

By now, I hope you have received 
the newly compiled document titled, 
“Called Forward Together in 
Christ for the sake of the world.” 
This document is going to be the 

priority of all the Congregations in 
the ELCA within their own context. 
The three expressions of the church 
as the Congregations, the Synods and 
the Churchwide organization will 
have to answer the question of 
“Who are we? Who is God calling 
us to be? And what should be our 
top THREE priorities for the next 
five years?” 

There is sufficient information about 
the church’s history and background 
in this document. I found it very 
helpful in dealing with our particular 
situation. We have to determine our 
assets, our challenges and our oppor-
tunities. We need to respond to to-
day’s context. We need to expand 
our views because the cultural and 
religious landscape in America and 
around the world has changed. 

Finally, we need to prioritize our ef-
forts as we cannot do and be every-
thing. We need to make some strate-
gic choices so we can concentrate 
our efforts and steward our human 
and financial resources in the right 
direction. We are clear that our con-
gregation must grow and we need to 
have the mindset of maintaining that 
commitment to GROW in whatever 
we do. We need to think outside of 
the box and to act CREATIVELY. 
Let’s start doing something and see 
where God is leading us. 

Peace, 

Pr. J. Mamy Ranaivoson 

Pr. Mamy Ranaivoson 

Special Items of Interest: 

Rally Day is September 
11. This is the day we kick 
off the new Sunday 
School year for kids. After 
worship, there will be an 
indoor picnic hosted by 
the Learning Committee. 
See page 6 for more de-
tails. 

So what is Quartermania? 
We will be giving it a try 
as a fund-raiser starting in 
October. See the Council 
Highlights on page 4 and 
an explanation of the 
event on page 5. 

The Task Force is asking 
for your input. See the 
note on page 11 and the 
survey on page 12. 
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Date        Greeter(s) Usher(s)

Organist; 
Choir 

Director; 
Keyboard

Flowers Acolyte Lector Altar Guild
Coffee 
Host(s)

Assisting 
Minister

Presiding 
Minister

September 4, 
2016

Susan Fitz
Howard 
Reece

Laurie 
Jackson

Jake Kennedy Linda Longren
Marilyn 

Hypse & 
Team 3

Linda 
Longren

Pr. Mamy

September 11, 
2016

Donna Allen
Howard 
Reece

Laurie 
Jackson

Marcy 
Carlson

Ted Murphy
Marilyn 

Hypse & 
Team 3

Rally Day
Marsha 

Ridinger
Pr. Mamy

September 18, 
2016

Ted Quast
Howard 
Reece

Mitchell 
Bean

Marilyn 
Heckman (1) 
Carol Marker 

(1)

Bronwyn King Loni Reece
Marilyn 

Hypse & 
Team 3

Bob & 
Janeen 

Horton and 
Curt & Jane 

Lewis

Bob Horton Pr. Mamy

September 25, 
2016

Duane & 
Debbie 

Pomeroy

Howard 
Reece

Laurie 
Jackson

Dr. Ann Reyes
Zane 

Kennedy
Ted Quast

Marilyn 
Hypse & 
Team 3

Walt & 
Helen 

Laughlin

Vickie 
Jacobs

Pr. Mamy

Worship Assistants

SEPTEMBER 2016 WORSHIP LEADERS 

General Information 
Office Hours 

The church office is open Monday thru 
Friday, 10:00 am to 3:30 pm. 

To be removed from the mailing list, 
please call 785-233-0767 or email  
office@topekatlc.org. 

 

Prayer Requests 

To share a prayer request please con-
tact Barbara Apps at 234-5130. She will 
contact Pr. Mamy and get the prayer 
chain started. If you want your prayer 
request included in our worship service 
prayers, please let Barbara know that as 
well. 

Altar Flowers 

Each vase is $25. Please note “flowers” 
on your check and put it in the offering 
plate. Should you have questions or con-
cerns, please contact Cindy in the church 
office, 233-0767. 

After worship, you may take live flowers 
only home or to a friend. Please let 
Cindy know 
1) if you will not be picking up your 
flowers after worship but sometime dur-
ing the week or 
2) if you do not want the flowers and 
prefer we donate them for you. 

Regular Blood  
Pressure Checks are 
good for you! 

Come to the kitchen after 
worship to have this  
important health check. 

Blood Pressure 
Checks 
September 11, 2016 
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Birthdays 

3 Moji Hassan 
3 Ellen Irwin 
3 Jack Wyatt 
3 David Ralph 
4 Michael McGinnis 
6 Bob Horton 
7 Laurie Jackson 
12 Eleanor Jewell 
14 Janice Greenlee 
16 Elania King 
18 Diane Bottorff 
20 Roy O’Neil 
21 Nathalie Kerr 
23 Adam Heald 
25 Jo Ann Howley 
27 Dorothy Strom 
28 Sarah Chelson-Ginter 
29 Bill Walker 
30 Dean McGinnis 
30 Ethan Roesch 

 

Baptisms 

1 Tony Ibrahim 
1 Parker Jackson 
2 Don Longren 
4 Charlotte Blenden 
6 Al Carpenter 
7 Vickie Jacobs 
7 Hudson Ralph 
15 Mary McGinnis 
16 Jake Kennedy 
16 Zane Kennedy 
16 Katelin Cain 
17 Sandy Grubb 
19 Brian McGinnis 
19 Kasey Hiltgen 
21 Whitney Gentry 
22 Audrey Horton 
23 Adam Heald 
23 Janelle Meredith 
26 Sherryl Coufal 
28 Andy Winsor 

September Celebrations 

September Readings 
Adult Bible Study meets on  

Sunday mornings at 9:15 am. 
 

September 4 — Sixteenth Sunday of 
Pentecost 
 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 1 
Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14:25-33 

 

September 11 — Seventeenth Sunday of 
Pentecost 
 Exodus 32:7-14 

Psalm 51:1-10 
1st Timothy 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10 

 
September 18— Eighteenth Sunday of 
Pentecost 
 Amos 8:4-7 

Psalm 113 
1st Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13 

 
September 25 — Nineteenth Sunday of 
Pentecost 
 Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

Psalm 146 
1st Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19-31 

Address 
Changes 

Sandy Grubb 
1135 NE Chester 

Topeka, KS 66616-1358 

Cara Grubb 

Brian McGinnis 
2009 McAlister 

Topeka, KS 66604-3431 

Emily McGinnis 
2277 SW Romar Rd. 

Topeka, KS 66614-6067 

Please make this correction to 
your address books. Tom & 

Mary Heald live on 
NORTHWEST Green Hills 
Road, not Southwest as was 

printed in the July Trinity 
Tidings. My apologies! 

Youth Group is scheduled to meet September 4 
and September 18, 5:30-8:30 pm. 

Wedding Anniversaries 

9 Larry & Mary McGinnis 
24 Junior & Liz Utech 
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Council Meeting Highlights, July 19, 2016 

 Diane Bottorff reported that Rally Day will 
be Sept. 11 with an indoor picnic after 
worship. 

 The church kitchen ceiling lights will be 
replaced with LED fixtures, using money 
from the Olivene Albrecht memorial 
funds. 

 Dean McGinnis reported that the new 
Christmas trees and storage bags have ar-
rived. 

 Air conditioners in the lounge of Trinity 
Hall and the new hallway are not working. 

It was approved to have them repaired 
using money from the Lee Lundquist be-
quest. 

 Linda Longren reminded everyone about 
Doorstep’s Christmas in July project. 

 The Task Force has scheduled a congrega-
tional meeting for July 31, immediately 
after worship.  

 Baker Welcome Luncheon will be Aug. 18. 

Council Meeting Highlights, Aug. 9, 2016 

 Marcy Carlson was in attendance and pre-
sented information about Quartermania, a 
possible fund-raising event. After discus-
sion, a three month trial was authorized, 
starting in October. An oversight commit-
tee will be named. (For more info on 
Quartermania, see page 5. 

 Cindy McGinnis announced that we have 
received an another $10,000 from our 
Pumpkin Fest benefactor. 

 Rally Day is Sept. 11. 

 Boiler inspection has been completed and 
passed. 

 Hallway air conditioner has been repaired 
and TH lounge AC is being repaired now. 

 The elevator has been repaired again. 
 It was decided that an AED unit is not 

feasible for use in our church. 
 A suggested blessing box/little library box 

was determined to not be workable in our 
area. 

LFACT Event September 16 
DAVE ANDERSON and ROGER 
WALCK will present a musical concert at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 3625 SW 
Wanamaker Rd., on Friday evening, Septem-
ber 16th, 7:00 p.m. Dave and Roger’s music 
is a blend of contemporary, gospel, hymns 
and lots of old-time Sunday School songs. 
The audience will also be invited to sing 
along. Dave, from Arizona, compiled “The 
Other Song Book” and ‘The Best of The 
Best”. Dave and his wife Barbara, have trav-

eled world wide in their concert ministry. 
Roger, from California, is a skilled vocalist 
and guitarist and teacher. A free will offering 
will go towards Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat, a 
specialized counseling ministry for wounded 
professional church workers and their spous-
es, which Dave, Roger and Barbara are cur-
rently involved with. This event is sponsored 
by Prince of Peace and Lutheran Fine Arts 
Council of Topeka. Reception to follow con-
cert. 
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Thank You! 

Many thanks to Jerry 
Chelson and Ed Bozarth 

Chevrolet for a $500 check 
we received from the 

dealership in honor of 
their 50th anniversary! 
They celebrated with a 

charity giveaway and Jerry 
Chelson submitted our 

name as a potential 
recipient.  

What is Quartermania? 

Here’s how it works: 

People purchase paddles (1st paddle is $5.00/ or 3 paddles for $10.00 & then $2.00 for 
each additional paddle). Each paddle is numbered & has a corresponding marker with the same 
number. As the paddles are purchased, the marker is placed in the jar. No one has to bid on 
anything, nor do they have to bid with all of their paddles, when they do bid. For instance, I 
buy 3 paddles. An item comes up for bid at 2 quarters. If I choose to put 4 quarters in the cup 
on the table, I decide which of the 2 paddles I want to use. 

It’s a fun, light hearted way for vendors to sell product. 

Vendors offer so much of their product for either 1 or 2 quarters. 

Each vendor gives a brief introduction of the product they’re offering. 

The vendor will announce whether it’s a 1 or 2 quarter bid (1 quarter bid = product value 
up to $25.00, 2quarter bid= value over $25.00). 

Once the Vendor announces how many quarters the bid is, everyone who wants to, puts 
their quarters in the cup in the center of the table and holds up the paddles they’re bidding with. 

The Vendor draws a number. If the number drawn is one on your paddle, you have just 
won and the product. It’s that simple. 

The Vendors volunteer and take turns picking up the quarters quickly. The quarters go to 
the Vendor with the product just offered. (That’s how they cover the cost of the product.) Ven-
dors also keep a watchful eye of who’s bidding how many quarters compared to paddles put 
into play. Everyone’s pretty honest. 

We play 2 rounds with a break after round 1 ends & all the vendors have done their presen-
tations.  

During the break, the concession stand is usually busy and people have about 15 to 20 
minutes to shop with the vendors.  

Just before round 2 starts, (if Councils approves) we draw the winning number on split the 
pot. Those tickets are $1.00 each/ 6 for $5.00/ 12 for $10.00. Split the pot is just that. All the 
money taken in is counted. Trinity keeps 50% of what’s collected & the winner gets the other 
50%. Those pots usually total around $200. 

       Marcy Carlson 



Trinity Tidings September 2016 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Page 6 

A new study begins for the fall months, titled 
"When God Forgives the Guilty". In Sep-
tember the lesson will be on "Jonah, and the 
terrible. horrible, no good, very bad day". 
The study was written by The Rev. Meghan 
Johnston Aelabouni, a full-time Ph.D. stu-
dent and Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church 
of Fort Collins Co. We are looking forward 
to all of the studies for the next months. 
We'll meet September 2l,1:30 p.m. around 
the table in the library. This is your invita-
tion! Welcome! 

Also, we look forward the area Cluster meet-
ing to be held at First Lutheran Topeka the 
last of September. Specifics will be appear in 
the Sunday bulletin when received. 

Please see page 9 for an invitation to attend 
the 2016 Sunflower Cluster Women of the 
ELCA Annual Meeting on September 24. 
Registration begins at 9:00 am. 

WELCA News 

Have you designated your 
portion of the 

Dillons Community Rewards 
money to go to Trinity Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church? 

 

If you are a Thrivent member, 
have you designated Trinity to 

receive your Choice Dollars? 

 

And don’t forget to shop 
amazonsmile when you shop 

online! 

 

Call Cindy in the office if you 
need help getting signed up for 

any of these! 

Thanks to all who helped welcome 44 new 
Baker University School of Nursing students 
at lunch on August 18. Your salads, desserts, 
and help in the kitchen contributed to the 
success of this event! Next Welcome Lunch-
eon will be January 12. 

 

The first Trinity Treat Day for the fall se-
mester will be Monday, Sept. 26. Students 
enjoy baked goods, chips, pretzels, fruit, 
granola/cereal bars, anything chocolate! 
They pick up a treat during a class break. 
Bring three dozen of the item of your choice 
to the church kitchen on Sunday, September 
25. 

Baker University School of Nursing News 

Rally Day 
Sunday, September 11 

Sunday School for children resumes. 

This is the kick-off of Sunday School classes for ages 3 through 
grade 6. It all begins with breakfast club at 9am. 
Confirmation class for anyone grade 7 or above will meet at 9:15am 
in the Trinity Hall Library; the Adult class will meet in the Trinity Hall 
Lounge. After worship there will be an indoor picnic in Fellowship 
Hall. The Learning Committee is sponsoring the picnic and will provide 
chicken (fried and baked), drinks, and table service. We ask that you 
bring a side dish or two, salad or dessert and join us for food and 
conversation. 
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Did you know here was a website titled "Finish Your Dissertation? People 
log on to the website from all over the world. It's for people working toward 
becoming a Doctor of Philosophy in Chemistry or Education or whatever. 
For those who determine to embark on this long journey, it means, usually, 

having attained a Master's degree. Then they put in at least three years of study in classes or research in a scientific laborato-
ry or gathering statistics - all to enrich the world's body of knowledge in 
their chosen field. At the end, they are not yet finished. They must write 
a lengthy paper summarizing their findings - their doctoral thesis or dis-
sertation - which will then be published for all the world to see. But 
here's the rub. Of all those people who complete all the hours - months 
- years of study, less than 50 percent finish that dissertation - and the 
findings that would have been published are lost to the world! Hence 
that website: "Finish Your Dissertation," designed to jump start them 
and coach them into getting it written. 

A Trinity, we ask, "How are you coming on the Pentecost Project?" We 
hear, "It's in my head;" or "I know what I want to say, I just haven't put 
it on paper yet;" or "I've written it. I just haven’t sent it yet." Well, we're 

here to help you 
finish it (or 
START it). If you 
can't get the 
words down, 
we'll help you 
organize your 
thoughts. If you 
don't have a com-
puter, write it - in 
pencil or pen or 
paintbrush. 
We've received 
several handwrit-
ten submissions 
and they're beautiful. 

 So, finish YOUR dissertation - uh - Pentecost Project. Time is flying! 
The deadline for submissions is September 25th. Don't let YOUR 
work go unpublished! 

PENTECOST PROJECT 
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Betty Quarnstrom is currently at Brewster 
Place Rehab, room 302. She is there after a 
fall on Aug. 9 which resulted in a broken 
ankle and surgery. 

 

Marsha Chelson is now at Presbyterian Man-
or PATH unit, room 16. She is recuperating 
from a fall and hip replacement. 

Louise Kidd, a life-long 
member of Trinity, died 
on August 17, 2016. She 
had been living in Okla-
homa for the past several 
years to be closer to fam-
ily. Her funeral was here 
at Trinity on August 22. 

It is hard to believe that summer is nearly 
over, and the kids have gone back to school! 
We have been busy at Doorstep helping cli-
ents, making improvements to our building 
and changing our clothing room procedures. 

In August, we closed our clothing room and 
began working on a preventative procedure 
for bed bugs. We did not and do not have a 
bed bug problem. It is cheaper and easier to 
work on a preventative schedule than to wait 
for an infestation to occur. Our wonderful 
volunteers cleaned out the clothing room, 
keeping only the best items, and passed the 
remaining items on to the Rescue Mission. 
All of the remaining items had to be dried at 
a laundromat to remove any possible bed 
bugs or eggs. The clothing room has been 
treated, and dryers will be installed. All dona-
tions will now be put through dryers before 
being sorted in the clothing room. As you 
know, we cannot control the donations we 
receive, and this will be safer for clients, vol-
unteers and staff. It has been a huge under-
taking, but also a chance to give our clothing 
room a good cleaning. None of this was pos-

sible without the help of our dedicated vol-
unteers!!! We will start taking donations again 
on September 6th. Please be patient with us 
during this time as this is a work in progress.  

The building painting is coming along great! 
The south side is done, and the west side is 
half way done! The new signs are almost 
ready, and will go up as the painting is com-
plete! 

Please keep our Christmas Store in mind as 
you see school supplies and backpacks go on 
clearance! Each school aged child adopted 
receives new school supplies to start the sec-
ond half of the school year. 

Friday, September 16th, is the Nancy Perry 
United Way Day of Caring. We will have 
volunteers here to help put hygiene kits to-
gether. If you can donate soap, shampoo/
conditioner, deodorant, razors and shaving 
cream before the 16th we would greatly ap-
preciate it! 

Doorstep is open for donations Monday – 
Friday from 8am – 3pm. 

Doorstep News September 2016 

News in the Congregation 
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ELCA Churchwide Assembly 

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly took place in New Orleans, LA August 7 through 14, 2016. 
We had 945 voting members present and here are the highlights of the decisions: 

 Elected William B. Horne II of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Clearwater, Fla., vice president 
of the ELCA. He is the first African American to be the Vice President of the 
ELCA. 

 Accepted the "Declaration on the Way," a unique ecumenical document that marks 
a path toward greater unity between Catholics and Lutherans. 

 Approved AMMPARO – the ELCA's strategy to Accompany Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. 

 Approved the Ministry of Word and Service roster. Beginning Jan. 1, 2017, ELCA 
associates in ministry, deaconesses and diaconal ministers will be a single, unified 
roster of Ministry of Word and Service. They will be known as "deacons." 

 Approved the 2017-2019 budget proposal. The budget includes a 2017 current 
fund spending authorization of $65,296,005 and a 2017 ELCA World Hunger spending 
authorization of $24.8 million; a 2018 current fund income proposal of $64,057,220 and a 
2018 ELCA World Hunger income proposal of $25 million; a 2019 current fund income 
proposal of $64,151,175 and a 2019 ELCA World Hunger income proposal of $25 million; 
and authorizes the Church Council to establish a spending authorization after periodic re-
view of revised income estimates. 

 Approved various memorials – or proposals – from the ELCA's 65 synods. In addition to 
memorials considered "en bloc," the assembly separately approved the following: deepen-
ing relationships with historic black churches; toward a responsible energy future; repudia-
tion of the Doctrine of Discovery; peace with justice in the Holy Land; justice for the Holy 
Land through responsible investment; African Descent Lutherans; call to discernment on 
U.S. foreign and military policy; welcoming refugees; and supporting military personnel, 
veterans and their families. 
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TLC Task Force Update 

WE NEED YOUR OPINION 

 

Congrega on Par cipant Short Survey – Please see other side of this page! We are asking for your input, 

this survey is designed to help us be er understand your percep on of Trinity’s Missional Areas. 

Where did we get this survey?  Congrega onal Vitality Project, ELCA is found at the web address h p://

www.congrega onalvitalitysurvey.com; take a look! 

 

Why should I par cipate? Your opinion does ma er; the more responses we receive back will help us iden fy our 

strengths and weaknesses be er. This survey is not the only tool we will use. 

Do I have to be a member or a end regularly to complete this survey? NO, everyone regardless of age or rela on-

ship, who has or had a memory of Trinity is encouraged to par cipate (good, bad or indifferent). Even if you live out of 

state and you are or have been a member. If you have visited Trinity, worshiped with us, or have been involved with 

one or more of Trinity’s missions even if it was just once, ALL opinions are very important to us. 

What are we going to do with the informa on? The survey will be collected and tabulated to help us determine the 

Missional Vitality of Trinity. This is a proven tool and will give us some vital informa on. The informa on collected will 

be confiden al; there is some demographic informa on at the bo om of the survey that is op onal; you do not have 

to fill it all or any part in if you do not want to. Results of the survey will be distributed and shared with you in future 

communica ons. What does this survey mean and how will it help Trinity? Check out the web site:   

h p://www.congrega onalvitalitysurvey.com/About 

 

Thank You for your help as we try our best to keep Trinity viable as we 

move toward our 150th Anniversary! 
Task Force commi ee members are Curt Lewis, Bob Kobbeman, Bob Horton, LaVell Winsor, Dean McGinnis and Pastor Mamy 

Ranaivoson. Since our first mee ng we have been brainstorming, iden fying what our strengths are and ways that we can remain 

financially viable and able to keep our mission at Trinity vital and give us all a sense of belonging. 

 

Please return the survey to the church as soon as you can we plan to 

have some results by the end of October 2016. 

Your envelope and stamp is appreciated or you can drop it off in the 

box at Trinity Hall or in the narthex. 
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