
  

 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
725 SW Buchanan Street, Topeka KS 66606 

Telephone: (785) 233-0767     email: office@topekatlc.org 
Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

Interim Pastor Alan Saatkamp  email: ajsaat96@gmail.com 

December 3, 2017 — 1st Sunday in Advent 

God of all creation who gives us this beautiful day 
and life itself, 

who hung the stars in the sky, 
and who also generously provides our daily bread, 

we welcome you into our presence. 
Dear Lord, what can I do for you today? 
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1st Sunday in Advent December 3, 2017 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 10 

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us 
in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an appar-
ently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the 
coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not 
like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God 
loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 

PRELUDE 

GATHERING 

PRAYER See Bulletin Cover 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
TEMPLE TALK BOB HORTON 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please stand as you are able. 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who 

leads us into the light of grace. 
C Amen. 
P Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neigh-

bor. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P God of all time, 
C we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among 

us. We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and 
peace. In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your 
light and to seek the things that will endure until Christ comes again 
in glory. Amen. 

P Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are 
forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news! 

C Amen. 
A Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. This is the candle of 

HOPE. With Christians around the world, we use this light to help us prepare 
our hearts and minds for the coming of God’s Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. May 
we receive God’s light as we hear the words of the prophet Isaiah:  The people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness — on them light has shined.—Isaiah 9:2 
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GATHERING HYMN Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW HYMN 240 
 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken 

us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the com-
ing of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Please be seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 64:1-9 
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt 
Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. 
Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—
to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
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8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 95:1-7A Sung responsively 

1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
4O LORD| God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? 
5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. R 
18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
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SECOND READING:  1ST CORINTHIANS 1:3-9 
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has 
already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the 
coming day of the Lord. 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the re-
vealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 
you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord 
GOSPEL: MARK 13:24-37 
In today’s reading, Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns 
in power and glory to end all suffering. 
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[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming 
in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gath-
er his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 32“But about that day or 
hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a 
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each 
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the even-
ing, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep 
when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME & SERMON INTERIM PASTOR ALAN SAATKAMP 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY My Lord, What a Morning ELW HYMN 438 

Please stand for the final stanza of the hymn. 

P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS 
A Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing, 

and comfort for all God’s people. 
A brief silence. 
A Give light to your people, Lord. As the darkness grows and we await the return 

of daylight, give new life to your church. Shape our communities to be faithful 
vessels of the gospel for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A Restore your creation, Lord. You give the earth opportunities for both sleep and 

awakening. Thank you for the gift of restful seasons so new life may grow ac-
cording to your appointed time. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A Bring peace to the nations, Lord. Keep us alert to injustice and oppression, give 

us courage to cry out for what is right, and guide world leaders toward fairness 
and peace for all. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A Stir up compassion in us for all. Be near to those whose lives are shaken, those 

who are experiencing loss, those who long for healing and wholeness, and those 
who are in any kind of need especially Gay Marker, Jerry Chelson, Howard 
Kunard, Don Longren, Lucille Brill, Kathryn Axelton, Jane Velen, Evelyn 
Johnson, and Russell Winsor. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A We pray for child care workers, teachers, Sunday school leaders, and all who 

nurture and educate children. We give you thanks for their diligence and devo-
tion. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A We ask for blessings to be granted to Junior Utech as he celebrates his birth-

days, and to Bonnie Adams, Peggy Buchholz, Walt Laughlin and Junior Utech 
as they remember their baptisms. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A Bless your servants at Faith Lutheran in Prairie Village, Immanuel Lutheran 

in Salina, and Peace Lutheran in Salisbury, Missouri. Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
A Give peace and strength to the family of LaVell Winsor as they mourn the death 

of her brother-in-law. Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
A From ages past, your faithfulness has never failed. Shine your face upon us and 

bring us into the company of all your saints in light. Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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P We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was, and 
who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. 
Please be seated. 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

OFFERING 
Please stand as you are able. 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. Feed us with your love, 

that our faith shine ever new and our lives reveal your light. 
C Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Re-
deemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you. Share in the feast of salvation. 
Please be seated. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

We invite all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior to share with us in Holy 
Communion. All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s table. White grape juice is available as 
an alternative to wine. Everyone is invited forward to receive communion or a blessing. 
Hands cupped open indicate an openness to receive communion; hands closed reflect a desire 
to receive a blessing. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS Come Now, O Prince of Peace ELW HYMN 247 
 The King Shall Come ELW HYMN 260 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Welcome to worship at Trinity! 
Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope that you 
have found the Spirit of God in our midst. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, or have other questions, please 
feel free to contact Pastor Alan Saatkamp, 605-214-1469. 

Please join us downstairs in Fellowship Hall for coffee and re-
freshments after worship. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we 

share. Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us 
forth to be your people in the world, announcing your coming among us in Je-
sus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness 

from before your path. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless 
you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW HYMN 244 
 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #48019. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Please call the office, 233-0767, 
promptly about hospitalizations in 
our church family.  
 

To share a prayer request please 
contact Barbara Apps at 249-7244 
She will get the prayer chain 
started. 

Remember our shut-ins! 
Kathryn Axelton 
Lucille Brill 
Peggy Buchholz 
Marlene Hassan 
Marie Henriksen 
Howard Kunard 
Don Longren 

Shawn Nowak 
Roy O’Neil 
Ron Owensby 
Keith Springer 
Naomi Walker 
Evelyn Johnson 

Members & visitors, please take note of the pew record books in 
your pew, fill out the information for yourself and pass it along to 
the other persons in your pew. This will help us keep up with pray-
er needs in your family and maintain our records of membership 
and attendance. Thanks! 

Date       Greeter(s) Usher(s) Musicians Lector Acolyte Altar Guild
Coffee 
Host(s)

Assisting 
Minister

Presiding 
Minister

Dec. 3, 
2017

Eleanor 
Jewell

Walt 
Laughlin

Laurie 
Jackson

Walt 
Laughlin

Duane 
Pomeroy

Team 2 
Share

Junior & Liz 
Utech

Bob 
Horton

Interim 
Pastor Alan 
Saatkamp

Dec. 10, 
2017

Walt & 
Helen 

Laughlin

Howard 
Reece

Laurie 
Jackson

Martha 
Nemeth

Erin 
Lewis

Team 2 
Share

Potluck 
Dinner

Ted 
Murphy

Interim 
Pastor Alan 
Saatkamp

Dec. 17, 
2017

Ted Murphy
Linda 

Longren
Mitchell 

Bean
Debbie 

Pomeroy
Curt 

Lewis
Team 2 
Share

Janice 
Greenlee

Mary 
Heald

Interim 
Pastor Alan 
Saatkamp

Dec. 24, 
2017 
Christmas 
Eve

Martha 
Nemeth

Curt Lewis
Laurie 

Jackson
Parker 

Jackson
Team 2 
Share

Diane 
Bottorff & 

Martha 
Nemeth

Interim 
Pastor Alan 
Saatkamp

Worship Assistants

Please see the sign up sheet posted on the narthex bulletin board. 
We need soup for the Wednesday night Advent services, which 
start December 6 and will continue on Dec. 13 and Dec. 20. We 
love the different flavors of soups that have been shared during 
previous Advent soup suppers. Please join us! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 

Today, Dec. 3 .......................... Children’s Sunday School ............................ 9:00 AM 
 .................................................... Adult Sunday School ................................ 9:15 AM 
 ..................................................... Confirmation Class ................................. 9:15 AM 
 ........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM 
 ................................................... Youth Group Meeting ............................... 5:30 PM 

Mon., Dec. 4 ...................................... Women’s AA ....................................... 5:00 PM 

Tues., Dec. 5 .......................................... Quilters ........................................... 9:00 AM 
 ................................................ Worship & Music Meeting ............................ 4:00 PM 

Wed., Dec. 6 ...................................... Soup Supper ....................................... 5:30 PM 
 ................................................ Advent Midweek Worship ............................ 6:15 PM 
 ........................................................... Women’s AA ....................................... 5:30 PM 

Thurs., Dec. 7 ....................................... Men’s AA ......................................... 7:00 PM 

Sunday, Dec. 10 ..................... Children’s Sunday School ............................ 9:00 AM 
 .................................................... Adult Sunday School ................................ 9:15 AM 
 ..................................................... Confirmation Class ................................. 9:15 AM 
 ........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM 
 ................................................ Christmas Potluck Dinner .................... after worship 

Date General Building Fund Other Flowers

Total Weekly 

Income

Average 

Weekly 

Expense

Weekly Income 

Minus Average 

Weekly 

Expense

Attendance/

Communion

Nov. 5 $2,252.56 $405.00 $15.00 $0.00 $2,672.56 -$2,643.92 $28.64 53/49
Nov. 12 $4,354.66 $220.00 $0.00 $50.00 $4,624.66 -$2,643.92 $1,980.74 65/59
Nov. 19 $1,007.51 $30.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,037.51 -$2,643.92 -$1,606.41 40/31
Nov. 26 $1,826.00 $20.00 $300.00 $0.00 $2,146.00 -$2,643.92 -$497.92 39/33

Income Expense Behind/Ahead
August 2017 $9,566.84 -$12,384.14 -$2,817.30
September 2017 $9,523.00 -$11,093.40 -$1,570.40
Jan. thru Sept. $85,164.88 -$101,513.01 -$16,348.13

OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS

The money shown in the “Other” column is restricted and not available for our general fund.

Pr. Alan will be in Topeka on Tuesday, Dec. 5 and Wednesday, Dec. 6. 
There will not be any adult or children’s Sunday school classes on Dec. 24 or Dec. 
31. 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

President Bob Horton __________________ 640-5344 

Vice President Curt Lewis ______________ 286-2728 

Secretary Dean McGinnis _______________ 272-0255 

Interim Treasurer Bob Kobbeman ______ 478-0381 

Co-Treasurer Cindy McGinnis __________ 233-0767 

Interim Pastor Alan Saatkamp _____ 605-214-1469 

 

 

Members 

Diane Bottorff ___________________________ 271-7131 

Bob Horton ______________________________ 640-5344 

Bob Kobbeman __________________________ 478-0381 

Linda Longren ___________________________ 233-9473 

Dean McGinnis __________________________ 272-0255 

Ted Murphy _____________________________ 817-0372 

Ted Quast ___________________________ 301-514-0307 

Howard Reece ___________________________ 286-1959 

Congregation Council 

 
 

 The mission of 

 Trinity Evangelical  
 Lutheran Church 
 is to 

 

  worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
  serve those in need, and 
  reach out to share the Good News of salvation through  
 Jesus Christ! 

 
Together in Community • Living with Christ • Caring for Neighbors 

 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Interim Pastor Alan Saatkamp 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 

Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 


