
  

 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
725 SW Buchanan Street, Topeka KS 66606 

Telephone: (785) 233-0767     email: office@topekatlc.org 
Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

Interim Pastor Alan Saatkamp  email: ajsaat96@gmail.com 

God of all creation who gives us this beautiful day 
and life itself, who hung the stars in the sky, 

and who also generously provides our daily bread, 
we welcome you into our presence. 

Dear Lord, what can I do for you today? 

March 4, 2018 
 
 
 

3rd Sunday in 
Lent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 20:1-17 
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3rd Sunday in Lent March 4, 2018 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 5 

The third covenant in our Lenten readings is central to Israel’s history: the gift of the law to 
those God freed from slavery. The ten commandments are one of the chief parts of Luther’s 
catechism, a core piece of baptismal instruction. They begin with the statement that because 
God has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first 
place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the 
worship of God and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods. 

PRELUDE 

GATHERING 

PRAYER See Bulletin Cover 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please stand as you are able. 
P In the words of a reformation hymn, let us confess our sin before God. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Out of the depths I cry to you; 
C O Lord God, hear me calling. Incline your ear to my distress in spite of 

my rebelling. Do not regard my sinful deeds. Send me the grace my 
spirit needs. Without it I am nothing. Amen. 

P In God alone we hope, and not in our own merit. We hope as Israel in the Lord, 
who sends redemption through the ☩ Word. Praise God for grace and mercy! 

C Amen. 
GATHERING HYMN Built on a Rock ELW HYMN 652 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act coura-

geously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom 
that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Please be seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  EXODUS 20:1-17 
After they escaped from slavery, God taught the Israelites how to live in community. The ten command-
ments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. The life of the community flourishes when based 
on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and property. 
1God spoke all these words:  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God 
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and 
the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7You 
shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will 
not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it 
holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sab-
bath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 
towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and 
consecrated it. 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long 
in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 13You shall not murder. 14You 
shall not commit adultery. 15You shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor. 17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything 
that belongs to your neighbor. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 19 Read responsively 
1The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s handi-
work. 
2One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to an-
other. 
3Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard, 
4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of 
the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to 
run its course. 
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to 
the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the LORD 
is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment 
of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the LORD are 
true and righteous altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter 
far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
11By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great re-
ward. 
12Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion 
over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable 
in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 
 

SECOND READING:  1ST CORINTHIANS 1:18-25 
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that 
God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine fool-
ishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ 
crucified. 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is 
the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 
our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks 



7 

 

desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser 
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the second chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord 
GOSPEL: JOHN 2:13-22 
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When 
challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and resurrec-
tion. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself 
has changed. 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the tem-
ple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated 
at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, 
both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers 
and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these 
things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews 
then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then 
said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After 
he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and 
they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
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CHILDREN’S TIME & SERMON INTERIM PASTOR ALAN SAATKAMP 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision ELW HYMN 793 

Please remain seated during the hymn. 
 

INSTALLATION OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS see insert 
 

THE PRAYERS 
A Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
A We pray for the church. Lead us faithfully in the way of the cross. Unite us as 

one body in Christ. Empower us with courage to speak out against injustice, 
demonstrating with our words and bodies the love of Jesus. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A We pray for the world. For sheep, cattle, and all domesticated livestock. For 

wild creatures, service animals, and pets. Provide shelter, food, and safe drink-
ing water for every living creature. Protect the earth from disaster and harm. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A We pray for the nations. Teach us to honor one another as you command. Pro-

tect refugees and immigrants fleeing from their homes in search of safety and 
freedom. Guide lawmakers, peacekeepers, and all who work toward reconcilia-
tion and justice. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
C We pray for those in need. For those who lack what they need for daily life. For 

people whose lives are consumed by their possessions. For those who are ill, es-
pecially Keith Springer, Roy O’Neil, Gay Marker, Loni Reece, Carl Quarnstrom, 
Don O’Brien, and Kathryn Axelton. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A We pray for this assembly and those of Assaria Lutheran in Assaria, Kansas, 

Unity Lutheran in Bel-Nor, and Lord of Love Lutheran in Belton, Missouri. For 
those preparing for baptism or confirmation, and for their families, sponsors, 
and faith mentors. For Bible study leaders and participants. For our elders in 
thanksgiving for the wisdom and experience they offer. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A We pray for Zoe Brown, Kali Arney, and Bob Kobbeman as they celebrate their 

birthdays this week; and for Merle Adams, Wendy Rutherford, and Alex Nichols 
as they remember their baptism. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P We remember with gratitude those who have gone before us. Inspire us by their 
witness and example. Bring us with them into the joy of eternal life with you. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Trusting in your covenant of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to you, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. 
Please be seated. 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

OFFERING 
Please stand as you are able. 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offer-

ing of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of 
the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare 
with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come 
to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, drink for the 

desert. 
Please be seated. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 



13 

 

We invite all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior to share with us in Holy 
Communion. All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s table. White grape juice is available as 
an alternative to wine. Everyone is invited forward to receive communion or a blessing. 
Hands cupped open indicate an openness to receive communion; hands closed reflect a desire 
to receive a blessing. 

Note: we now have gluten-free communion wafers available. If gluten-free is your preference, 
please let the pastor know when you are at the communion rail. 

COMMUNION HYMNS Canticle of the Turning ELW HYMN 723 
 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed ELW HYMN 337 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in 

our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a mak-
ing of peace, and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as 

children of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord 
bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory ELW HYMN 705 
 

DISMISSAL 
A Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #48019. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



14 

 

Welcome to worship at Trinity! 
Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope that you have found 
the Spirit of God in our midst. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Trinity Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, or have other questions, please feel free to contact Pastor 
Alan Saatkamp, 605-214-1469. 

Please join us downstairs in Fellowship Hall for coffee and refreshments 
after worship. 

Please call the office, 233-0767, 
promptly about hospitalizations in our 
church family.  

To share a prayer request please 
contact Barbara Apps at 249-7244 She 
will get the prayer chain started. 

Remember our shut-ins! 
Kathryn Axelton 
Lucille Brill 
Peggy Buchholz 
Marlene Hassan 

Marie Henriksen 
Don Longren 
Shawn Nowak 
Roy O’Neil 

Ron Owensby 
Keith Springer 
Naomi Walker 
Evelyn Johnson 

Members & visitors, please notice the pew record books in your pew. Please 
fill out the information for yourself and pass it along to the other people in 
your pew. This will help us keep up with prayer needs among family and 
friends and maintain our records of membership and attendance. Thanks! 

Date       Greeter(s) Usher(s) Musicians Lector Acolyte Altar Guild
Coffee 
Hosts

Assisting 
Minister

Presiding 
Minister

March 4, 
2018

Marilyn 
Hypse

Curt Lewis
Laurie 

Jackson
Duane 

Pomeroy
LaVell 
Winsor

Pam 
Kobbeman & 
Team Three

Curt & Jane 
Lewis

Walt 
Laughlin

Pr. Alan 
Saatkamp

March 11, 
2018

Curt & Jane 
Lewis

Curt Lewis
Laurie 

Jackson
LaVell 
Winsor

Ted 
Murphy

Pam 
Kobbeman & 
Team Three

Janice 
Greenlee

Mary 
Heald

Pr. Alan 
Saatkamp

March 18, 
2018

David & 
Cindy 

McGinnis

David 
McGinnis

Mitchell 
Bean

Linda 
Longren

Cindy 
McGinnis

Pam 
Kobbeman & 
Team Three

Linda 
Longren

Ted 
Murphy

Pr. Alan 
Saatkamp

March 25, 
2018 Palm 
Sunday

Howard & 
Loni Reece

Howard 
Reece

Mitchell 
Bean

Ted Murphy
Erin 

Lewis

Pam 
Kobbeman & 
Team Three

Walt & 
Helen 

Laughlin

Bob 
Horton

Pr. Alan 
Saatkamp

Worship Assistants
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 

Today, Mar. 4 .................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM 
 ................................................ Children’s Sunday School ............................ 9:00 AM 
 .................................... Adult Sunday School/Confirmation Class ............... 9:15 AM 
 ................................................... Blood Pressure Checks ...................... after worship 
 .................................................. Old Town NIA meeting. ............................................  
 ................................................... Youth Group Meeting ............................... 5:30 PM 

Mon., Mar. 5 ...................................... Women’s AA ....................................... 5:00 PM 

Tues., Mar. 6 ......................................... Quilters ........................................... 9:00 AM 
 ...................................... Worship & Music Committee Meeting .................. 4:00 PM 

Wed., Mar. 7 ...................................... Women’s AA ....................................... 5:30 PM 
 ........................................................... Soup Supper ....................................... 5:30 PM 
 ............................................... Lent Midweek Bible Study ........................... 6:15 PM 

Thurs., Mar. 8 ................. CSS Transitional Pastor’s Meeting ................... 10:30 AM 
 .............................................................. Men’s AA ......................................... 7:00 PM 

Sunday, Mar. 11 ................ Daylight Savings Time Begins ......................................  
 ........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM 
 ................................................ Children’s Sunday School ............................ 9:00 AM 
 .................................... Adult Sunday School/Confirmation Class ............... 9:15 AM 

Date General Building Fund Other Flowers

Total Weekly 

Income

Average 

Weekly 

Expense

Weekly Income 

Minus Average 

Weekly 

Expense

Attendance/

Communion

Feb. 4 $3,516.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100.00 $3,616.00 -$2,643.92 $972.08 43/44
Feb. 11 $4,928.30 $10.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,938.30 -$2,643.92 $2,294.38 35/32
Feb. 18 $1,213.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,213.00 -$2,643.92 -$1,430.92 50/43
Feb. 25 $1,526.00 $100.00 $61.00 $0.00 $1,687.00 -$2,643.92 -$956.92 35/43

Income Expense Behind/Ahead
Jan. 2018 $10,749.65 -$10,470.96 $278.69
Jan. thru Jan. $10,749.65 -$10,470.96 $278.69

OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS

The money shown in the “Other” column is restricted and not available for our general fund.

Pr. Alan will be in Topeka on Tuesday, March 6, Wednesday, March 7 & Thursday, 
March 8. 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

President Bob Horton __________________ 640-5344 

Vice President Mary Heald _____________ 221-2790 

Secretary Dean McGinnis _______________ 272-0255 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman _______________ 478-0381 

Interim Pastor Alan Saatkamp _____ 605-214-1469 

Members 

Diane Bottorff ___________________________ 271-7131 

Laurie Jackson __________________________ 224-9683 

Curt Lewis ______________________________ 286-2728 

Ted Murphy _____________________________ 817-0372 

Congregation Council 

 
 

 The mission of 

 Trinity Evangelical  
 Lutheran Church 
 is to 

 

  worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
  serve those in need, and 
  reach out to share the Good News of salvation through  
 Jesus Christ! 

 
Together in Community • Living with Christ • Caring for Neighbors 
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