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OFFICE 

Trinity Hall, 725 SW Buchanan St. 
Office Hours: 10:00AM-3:30PM  Mon.-Thur. 
Telephone: (785) 233-0767 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sundays, 10:30 AM liturgical service of Holy 
Communion celebrated every Sunday 

BIBLE STUDY 

9:15 AM Sundays in Trinity Hall Lounge 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Trinity Hall-725 SW Buchanan Street 
9:00-10:15 AM (September-May) 
Ages 3 through Adult 

The mission of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is to: 

 worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

 serve those in need, and  

 reach out to share the Good News of salvation through Jesus 
Christ! 

    Together in Community 
     Living with Christ 
      Caring for Neighbors 
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Special Items of 
Interest 
April blood pres-

sure checks will 
be done on April 
8th, the second 
Sunday, instead of 
the first Sunday. 

Don’t forget to 
bring your little 
red barns filled 
with money, to 
church on Easter. 

Doorstep has an 
critical need for 
food for the pan-
try; see page 4 for 
a list of needed 
items. 

Easter breakfast 
will be potluck-
style this year; 
bring your favor-
ite breakfast dish 
to share! 

Interim Pastor Alan Saatkamp 

725 SW Buchanan St. 

Phone: 785-233-0767 

E-mail: 
office@topekatlc.org 

Website: 

trinitylutherantopeka.org 

ferent expectations for 
what his arrival would 
mean for them. 

But Paul saw it different-
ly, with the benefit of 
decades of hindsight. 
What’s that expression? 
Hindsight is 20-20? Paul 
hits the ball out of the 
park, to borrow a base-
ball metaphor, pointing 
out that Jesus, born in 
human likeness and 
found in human form, 
humbled himself and 
gave his life on a cross. 
Christ suffered death for 
our sins. 

And how should we re-
spond?  “… at the name 
of Jesus every knee 
should bend … and eve-
ry tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the 
Father.” 

These past 40 days dur-
ing our journey through 
Lent gave us the oppor-
tunity to reflect on God’s 
covenants throughout 
the Old Testament. 
God’s commitments, 
God’s agreements, God’s 
contracts with his people. 
And throughout history, 

Philippians 2:5-11 
5Let the same mind be in you 
that was in Christ Jesus, 
6who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as some-
thing to be exploited, 7but 
emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being 
found in human form, 8he 
humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of 
death—even death on a cross. 
9Therefore God also highly 
exalted him and gave him the 
name that is above every 
name, 10so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11and every 
tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 

By the time you read this, 
no doubt we’ll be fully 
immersed in Holy Week, 
which began on Palm 
Sunday. Paul’s letter to 
the Philippians captures, 
I think, what Holy Week 
is about. Although Jesus 
experienced a joyous en-
try into Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday, the people 
cheering him on had dif-

even though God’s peo-
ple made bad choices and 
turned away from God, 
God never gave up on 
God’s people. God wants 
very much to be in rela-
tionship with God’s peo-
ple, no matter how stub-
born, indifferent, or op-
positional we might be. 

How does God’s love 
manifest itself in your 
life? How do you witness 
to our Risen Savior who 
lives and reigns now and 
forever? Christ is risen! 
Hallelujah! 

Transitional Pastor Alan 
Saatkamp, Deacon 
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Come to the kitchen after  
worship to have this im-
portant health check. 

Blood Pressure Checks 
April 8, 2018 

Have you designated your portion of the 
Dillons Community Rewards money to go to 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church? 

 

 

 

 

If you are a Thrivent member, have you 
designated Trinity to receive your 

Choice Dollars? 

 

 

 

This link will take you directly to the 
AmazonSmile page that directs the donation 
generated by your AmazonSmile purchase to 

Trinity: 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0697751  

Prayer Requests 
The prayer chain has not been used for 
a long time. We are here for you when 
you need prayers. Contact Barbara Apps 
at 249-7244 to start the prayer chain. 

Please note that April 
blood pressure checks 
will be done on the 2nd 
Sunday since the first 
Sunday is Easter. 
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April 
Celebr ations 

Birthdays 

5 Taylor Hiltgen 
5 Blayne Pomeroy 
5 Tyler Tunnell 
5 Naomi Walker 
6 Mike Andrews 
6 Lucille Brill 
9 Rachel Heald 
10 Breanna Lewis 
10 Emily McGinnis 
11 Isis Pomeroy 
21 Peggy Buchholz 
22 Janet Dick 
26 Shawn Nowak 
27 Kegan Longren 
30 Kasey Hiltgen 
30 Marsha Ridinger 

Baptisms 

1 Chuck Sodergren 
1 Bill Walker 
2 Jerry Chelson 
4 Danny Erickson 
6 Rhonda Webb 
8 Patricia Raymond 
8 Susan Kelly 
10 Brad Carpenter 
10 Sara McGinnis 
12 Susan Carpenter 
17 Linda Longren 
28 Lucille Brill 
30 Trey Horton 

Wedding Anniversaries 

1 Don & Linda Longren 
11 Walt & Helen Laughlin 
14 Duane & Debbie Pomeroy 
17 Gay & Carol Marker 

April 
Readings 

April 1—Easter 

 Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1st Corinthians 15:1-11 
Mark 16:1-8 

 

April 8—2nd Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 4:32-35 
Psalm 133 
1st John 1:1—2:2 
John 20:19-31 

 

April 15—3rd Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4 
1st John 3:1-7 
Luke 24:36b-48 

 

April 22—4th Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 
1st John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 

 

April 29—5th Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:25-31 
1st John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 

Youth Group is scheduled to meet 

April 1 
April 15 
April 29 

Special 
Emphasis 

During Lent 

God's Global Barnyard has been 
our special emphasis during Lent. 
Please bring your little red barn to 

church on Easter Sunday. If you 
didn't collect your coins (and bills) 
in a red barn, you can make a con-

tribution 
designated 
to "God's 

Global 
Barnyard". 

All funds 
collected 
will go to ELCA Good Gifts to 

purchase farm animals for our 
neighbors in developing countries 

around the world. 

See Camp Tomah Shinga 2018 information 

brochure on pages 11 & 12. 
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Adult Sunday School meets on  
Sunday mornings at 9:15 am. 

Doorstep News — 
April 2018 
We had a successful Operation 
Soup Line! Thank you to every-
one who helped out by selling 
tickets, making desserts, donating 
baskets, volunteering, and attend-
ing the event! A great big Thank 
You to Cathy Butler who made 
all of the soup and chili!! We al-
most met our highest number of 
delivery orders again this year 
with 421, just 2 shy! In all, we 
served 1,015 for lunch through 
delivery orders, carry out, and at 
the event! We had 46 theme bas-
kets making over $3,100 for the 
event! In total, we made $18,351* 
for the 15th Annual event! 
(*Estimated – waiting on bills 
and final deposit). 

We will have just one food sale 
fundraiser this year! We will take 
orders for Cinnamon Rolls and 
Tamales April 7th – 22nd, with 
delivery the weekend of May 4th. 
Find your Doorstep representa-
tive to place an order, and help 
Doorstep bring in much needed 
funds! 

Doorstep’s Annual Banquet 
honoring our volunteers will be 
at St. Andrews Presbyterian 

Church this year! Mark your cal-
endar for Thursday, April 26th 
at 6:30pm. We will have a speak-
er, entertainment, volunteer 
awards, quilt drawing, taco bake 
for dinner and a Love Offering 
for Doorstep! Reservations are 
due by April 24th. Call the Door-
step office (8am – 3pm) to 
RSVP, 357-5341. We will have 
the Quilt Drawing, at $1 per 
chance, and you do not have to 
present to win! See your Door-
step representatives for tickets, 
or buy them at the banquet be-
fore dinner! 

Two important events you’ll 
want to put on your calendar are: 

Topeka Gives – Tuesday, June 
5th at Fairlawn Plaza Mall. 7am – 
6pm. A Day of Giving – Hosted 
by the Topeka Community 
Foundation. 

Doorstep’s 1st Annual Neigh-
bor Helping Neighbor Walk/
Run – Saturday, October 6th at 
Lake Shawnee, Reynolds Lodge. 
Plan to join us in getting some 
exercise around the lake, and 
raise funds for Doorstep this Oc-
tober. We are still working out all 
the details, so watch for more 
information in the coming 
months! 

Learning Committee News 
There will no adult Sunday school class on Easter. The Animate: Practice 
series will continue on April 8. The final session in this series is April 29. 
Each lesson is self-contained so if you miss a class you can pick up where 
you left off. Join us in the lounge of Trinity Hall at 9:15 am. 

Doorstep is low or out of several 
items for food orders. If you can 

help with the following items, 
please take them to Doorstep at 

10th & Buchanan. 

Monday – Friday, 8am – 3pm. 

They need: 

Jelly 

Spaghetti 

Canned Fruit 

Hamburger/Tuna Helper 

Egg Noodles 

Pork & Beans 

Tuna 

Peas 

Thanks your help! 

See pages 9 & 10 for 

more info on Doorstep’s 

banquet and the food 

sale fund raiser. 
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approved at Feb. 
meeting. Jerry Chel-
son approved use of 
Marsha Chelson me-
morial funds. 

Bob H. reported on 
The Safe Church and 
info from visit with 
Officer Josh Klamm 
about our unique 
situation. 

Committee policy & 
procedures are due 
prior to April 10 
meeting. Pr. Alan 
provided a draft of 
council responsibili-
ties for consideration. 

Tithe.ly online giving 
will be reviewed by 
Stewardship/Finance 
committee. 

Congregations Coop-
erating for Mission 
video shared by Alan 
to see how other 
churches are dealing 
with innovative ways 
to collaborate with 
other churches. 

Call Committee reps 
Duane Pomeroy & 
Marcy Carlson pre-
sented Ministry Site 
Profile. Laurie Jack-
son made motion to 
approve with addi-
tions & corrections; 
Curt Lewis seconded; 
motion carried. 

Bob Horton re-
viewed council meet-
ing expectations. 

Pr. Alan requested 
permission to pur-
chase communion 
kits for use of lay 
persons to take com-
munion to shut-ins. 
Curt made the mo-
tion; Mary Heald se-
conded; motion car-
ried. Dean McGinnis 
will ask Memorial 
Committee for funds. 

Trinity Lutheran is 
no debt-free as build-
ing loan has been 
retired, using availa-
ble building funds, 
Murphy bequest and 
a portion of Donna 
Allen bequest. 

YTD we $1,961.14 
behind for the year. 

Easter breakfast will 
be potluck-style, 
served 9-9:45 am. 

Honorarium for 
Easter musicians was 

C o u n c i l  M e e t i n g  H i g h l i g h t s ,  M a r .  1 3 ,  2 0 1 8  

W E L C A  —  P r i s c i l l a  C i r c l e  B i b l e  S t u d y  
We will enjoy the 4th session 
of the four-part study, Multi-
ple Meanings; Learning from Oth-
er Interpretations by Mark Allan 
Powell when we meet on 
April 18, 10 a.m., in the 
Trinity Library. YOU ARE 
WELCOME! The scripture 
text for the study is Luke 
15:11-32, The Prodigal Son. 
This interesting series of 
studies has shown us what 
God wants to say to different 
people in different contexts. 
Our eyes have been opened 
to these ways. 

At our last meeting we also 
decided to give a monetary 
gift to the Lenten project, 
God's Global Barnyard. Also, 
since our meeting we received 
an invitation from Grace Lu-
theran Women, Osage City to 
enjoy their Spring Salad 
Luncheon on April 14, 11:30 
a.m. The RSVP is to be made 
to Dawn Pearson, 785-230-
2306, by April 5. See invita-
tion on page 6. 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

President Bob Horton ...................................................... 640-5344 

Vice President Mary Heald ............................................. 221-2790 

Secretary Dean McGinnis ................................................ 272-0255 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman ............................................... 478-0381 

Interim Pastor Alan Saatkamp ............................... 605-214-1469 

Members 

Diane Bottorff ..................................................................... 271-7131 

Laurie Jackson ..................................................................... 224-9683 

Dean McGinnis ................................................................... 272-0255 

Ted Murphy ......................................................................... 817-0372 

GOOD NEWS!! Trinity is debt-free since the 
building loan has been paid in full, effective 

March 9, 2018! Watch for more info! 
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Social Statement on 
Women and Justice Hearings 

in April 
What should the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America teach about contempo-
rary issues related to sexism and patriarchy in 
our society? You are invited to help shape a 
response to that question, by reviewing & 
responding to the “Draft of a Social State-
ment on Women and Justice” which is now 
open for discernment, comment, and re-
sponse. You can call the church office to 
request a copy of the draft statement. You 
may participate in a hearings scheduled in 
April: 
• Sunday April 22, 2–4 pm, Redeemer Lu-
theran Church, Salina 
• Sunday April 29, 4–6 pm, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Lawrence, 
or use the response form at the back of the 
statement. If you would like to download, 
read, and respond to the statement online, 
please call, 233-0767,or email the church 
office, office@topekatlc.org. 

Please help support Topeka’s St. John’s Lutheran Church 
60th Annual Smorgasbord for Missions on Tuesday, April 24th 
from 5-7 pm in Luther Hall. Join us for a fantastic meal of 
chicken, ham, and meatballs while supporting our mission 
outreach programs. 

Easter Breakfast, 

  Potluck Style 

Baker School of Nursing News 
Thanks to our senior members who participated in Life Re-
view interviews with Baker School of Nursing senior students 
during the Spring semester. Those gracious folks who shared 
their story were: Chuck Sodergren, Junior Utech, Marilyn 
Heckman, Walt Laughlin, Helen Laughlin, Mike Andrews, 
Marilyn Hypse, Dorothy Strom, Pr. Alan Saatkamp, Marcy 
Carlson, and Janelle Meredith. 

There will be Easter breakfast on Sunday, April 1. 
Serving will be from 9am to 9:45am. This year the 
breakfast will be a potluck. You are asked to bring an 
item or two to share. Table service and drinks will be 
provided. The Sunday School children will enjoy 
breakfast, then go to Trinity Hall to learn about the 
Resurrection. 



Trinity Tidings 
April 2018 

8  

 

“I was sick and you 
stopped to visit” from Mat-
thew 25: 36, “The Message” study 
Bible translated by Eugene Peter-
son). 

“Coming soon” could have been an 
alternate title for this short article, 
but the basis, found in the 25th 
chapter of Matthew, provides per-
haps a better explanation. Late last 
year, many of our members re-
sponded to Council President Bob 
Horton’s request that they complete 
a time and talent sheet. The survey 
allowed each participant to indicate 
how they’d like to (or validate 
where they already do) contribute 
to the life of the congregation and 
its mission. 

A handful expressed interest in 
serving our folks who no longer can 
attend worship or may be hospital-
ized. That’s in addition to the 
pastoral care coverage I’m able to 
provide as your part time interim 
pastor—not instead of me 
(though I suspect many of those 
who receive visits will enjoy them 
even more than from me, who’s 
only known them the past year-
plus. It’s happened elsewhere). 

During April, the handful of volun-
teer visitors and I will get together 
to go over a few details such as the 
short liturgy for visiting and com-
munion, the logistics for consecrat-
ing the elements, obtaining com-
munion kits, and scheduling. Cur-
rently there are almost a dozen of 
our members whom I visit monthly 
in their homes, plus recently a few 
more who are hospitalized and/or 
in rehabilitation facilities. Most of 
the current folks seem enthusiastic 
about the prospect of a visit with 
another member of Trinity, perhaps 
even someone they’ve know for 
many years but not talked to recent-
ly. This program will launch after 
Easter this spring and strengthen a 
sense of community among the 
family of Trinity. If you also would 
like to participate, please contact 
me at ajsaat96@gmail.com. 

Transitional Pastor Alan Saatkamp, 
Deacon 

The Topeka Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists 
invites you to a hymn festival 

on April 29 at 3:00 p.m. at 
Grace Episcopal Cathedral in 

Topeka, KS. This hymn 
festival will be played by Dr. 

John Behnke, a frequent 
organ recitalist and festival 

director from Milwaukee, WI. 
His program will feature 

hymns from the Easter season 
and perhaps some of your 
favorites! It is a free event, 
sponsored by the Topeka 

AGO. 

2018 5th Sunday Specials 

April 29 Doorstep 
July 29 Topeka Rescue Mission 
Sept. 30 Camp Tomah Shinga 

Dec. 30 Lutheran Campus Ministry at KU 

Watch for special envelopes in your bulletin on each of these Sundays. 
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