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OFFICE 

Trinity Hall, 725 SW Buchanan St. 
Office Hours: 10:00AM-3:30PM  Mon.-Thur. 
Telephone: (785) 233-0767 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sundays, 10:30 AM liturgical service of Holy 
Communion celebrated every Sunday 

BIBLE STUDY 

9:15 AM Sundays in Trinity Hall Lounge 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Trinity Hall-725 SW Buchanan Street 
9:00-10:15 AM (September-May) 
Ages 3 through Adult 

The mission of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is to: 

 worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

 serve those in need, and  

 reach out to share the Good News of salvation through Jesus 
Christ! 

    Together in Community 
     Living with Christ 
      Caring for Neighbors 

Nothing prints in this area—barcode will be applied here. 
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Special Items of 
Interest 
As of April 17, the 

total money collect-
ed during Lent for 
God’s Global Barn-
yard was $1,044.30! 

Buchanan Street 
repair begins—see 
page 3 for info. 

Interim Pastor Alan Saatkamp 

725 SW Buchanan St. 

Phone: 785-233-0767 

E-mail: 
office@topekatlc.org 

Website: 

trinitylutherantopeka.org 

enabled them.” These com-
mon people from Galilee, not 
educated or able to speak in 
other languages, suddenly re-
ceived the ability to communi-
cate with people from many 
nations. No, they weren’t 
drunk, as Peter pointed out. It 
was only 9:00 in the morning 
when this took place. Instead, 
they were proclaiming the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. 
More than a history lesson, the 
answer to the question “what 
does Pentecost mean?” has a 
contemporary application for 
us too. It’s a reminder that 
something is new, and the 
times they are a changin’ just as 
they were when Bob Dylan 
wrote that hit song 54 years 
ago. 
Remember Jesus’ meeting with 
Zacchaeus, the chief tax collec-
tor who was wealthy? The epi-
sode is recorded in the 19th 
chapter of Luke: “He wanted 
to see who Jesus was, but be-
cause he was short he could 
not see over the crowd. So he 
ran ahead and climbed a syca-
more-fig tree to see him, since 
Jesus was coming that way. 
When Jesus reached the spot, 
he looked up and said to him, 
‘Zacchaeus, come down imme-
diately. I must stay at your 
house today.’ So he came down 
at once and welcomed him 
gladly. All the people saw this 
and began to mutter, ‘He has 
gone to be the guest of a sin-
ner.’ 
But Zacchaeus stood up and 
said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! 

Coming in May—Pentecost 
What does Pentecost mean?  
It’s only a few weeks away, and 
if you’re in church on May 20 
when Pastor Gary Teske is 
providing pulpit supply, I think 
you’ll find it a meaningful and 
moving experience. That’s all 
I’m going to write about it—
you’ll have to attend to experi-
ence it yourself. 
To some folks, it means the 
opportunity to wear red and 
for the altar guild to bring out 
the red paraments to adorn the 
church (for one of the few 
times during the whole year!) 
For some people it’s the re-
minder of the text recorded in 
Acts 2:1-21. That’s when Peter 
and the disciples were partici-
pating with Jews from the en-
tire region in the celebration of 
the harvest festival. In some 
congregations, it’s a Sunday 
when young people express 
their affirmation of faith, or 
confirmation. Pentecost means 
different things to different 
people.  
Recall the words from scripture 
“When the day of Pentecost 
came, they were all together 
in one place. Suddenly a 
sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind came from 
heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sit-
ting. They saw what seemed 
to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest 
on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy 
Spirt and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit 

Here and now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if 
I have cheated anybody out of 
anything, I will pay back four 
times the amount.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Today salvation has 
come to this house, because 
this man, too, is a son of Abra-
ham. For the Son of Man came 
to seek and to save the lost.’ ” 
Zacchaeus understood. He got 
it. Jesus didn’t tell him “by your 
actions you’ve earned eternal 
life in the hereafter.” No—he 
said today you are living the 
life I want you to. So it is for us 
too. It’s our role to proclaim 
God’s salvation at work. It’s 
our role to be agents, com-
municating about God to oth-
ers—just as the mission state-
ment for Trinity proclaims. 
During the nearly year and a 
half serving as your transitional 
pastor, I’ve met dozens of very 
well equipped people—people 
whom God has richly blessed. 
You might argue we all get the 
same 24/7 or 168 hours a 
week, which is true. But among 
the 70 or 80 members of Trini-
ty who have attended worship, 
there are many of you gifted 
with special talents and treas-
ures. As we recently discussed 
during intergenerational Sun-
day school while talking about 
money, how we use and share 
those gifts is up to us. May we 
be open to the working of the 
Spirit as we enter the season of 
Pentecost. 
 
Transitional Pastor Alan 
Saatkamp, Deacon 



Trinity Tidings 
May 2018 

2  

 

Come to the kitchen after  
worship to have this im-
portant health check. 

Blood Pressure Checks 
May 6, 2018 

Have you designated your portion of the 
Dillons Community Rewards money to go to 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church? 

 

 

 

If you are a Thrivent member, have you 
designated Trinity to receive your 

Choice Dollars? 

 

 

This link will take you directly to the 
AmazonSmile page that directs the donation gen-
erated by your AmazonSmile purchase to Trinity: 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0697751  

Prayer Requests 
The prayer chain has not been used for 
a long time. We are here for you when 
you need prayers. Contact Barbara Apps 
at 249-7244 to start the prayer chain. 

2018 5th Sunday Specials 
July 29 Topeka Rescue Mission 

Sept. 30 Camp Tomah Shinga 

Dec. 30 Lutheran Campus Ministry at KU 

Watch for special envelopes in your bulletin on each of these Sundays. 

Youth Group is scheduled 
to meet 
May 13 & May 27 
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May 
Celebr ations 

Birthdays 

2 Jennifer Grubb 
2 Chance Hutchison 
4 Gianni Noriega 
8 Jim Erickson 
9 Brandon Soldan 
11 Donna J. Allen 
14 Daniella King 
20 Tony Ibrahim 
22 David McGinnis 
23 Evelyn Johnson 
25 Shane Pomeroy 

Baptisms 

1 Jan Dick 
1 Helen Laughlin 
10 Naomi Walker 
11 Karen Arney 
11 Marcy Carlson 
12 Pam Kobbeman 
12 Emily McGinnis 
12 Rosie Nichols 
13 Erin Lewis 
20 Kali Arney 
20 Tom Arney 
21 Breanna Lewis 
26 Bronwyn King 
26 Daniella King 
26 Elania King 
26 Sara King 
26 Gianni Noriega 
27 Larry McGinnis 
30 Shawn Nowak 
30 Brayden Winsor 

Wedding Anniversaries 

3 Tom & Karen Arney 
27 Bill & Laurie Walker 
28 Conrad & Sharon Youngblom 
29 Russ & Tresa Johnson 
31 James & Cathy Tunnell 

May 
Readings 

May 6—6th Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98 
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17 

 

May 13—7th Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
Psalm 1 
1 John 5:9-13 
John 17:6-19 

 

May 20—Pentecost 

 Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Romans 8:22-27 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 

May 27—Holy Trinity Sunday 

 Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalm 29 
Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17 

Address Update 

Marie Henriksen 
Aldersgate Recovery Center 

3220 SW Albright Dr. 
Elmhurst Room 415 

Topeka, KS 66614-4707 

Prayer Shawls Needed 

With the start-up of lay persons 
visiting and taking communion to our 
shut-ins, our supply of prayer shawls 

has been depleted. 
If you like to knit or crochet, please 

consider making and donating a prayer 
shawl to replenish our supply. 

This website — www.allfreecrochet.com/
Prayer-Shawls/11-Easy-Crochet-Prayer-

Shawls — has some links to free pat-
terns for crochet. And here is a link for 

knitters:  www.allfreeknitting.com/Knit-
Shawls/Prayer-Shawl-Patterns-for-Knitting 

Once the much-needed 
work begins on the asphalt 
on Buchanan Street, we will 
temporarily lose handicap 
parking in front of the church. I am asking that we reserve the 
parking places on 8th Street to the south of the church for folks 
who typically use the handicap parking and the rest of us use the 
Lincoln Center parking lot across the street from the church to the 
south. Thank you for your cooperation during the road construc-
tion. Take care. 

Bob Horton 
TLC Council President  
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Adult Sunday School meets on  
Sunday mornings at 9:15 am. 

Doorstep News — 
May 2018 
We have recently seen a flyer handed 
out by Harvesters showing them as 
The Community Food Network, and 
the agencies it supports. Harvesters 
has many great programs, however, 
we need to clarify how Doorstep 
works with the agency. Doorstep 
signed up as a Harvester agency when 
Bimbo Bakery started donating their 
bread through them. Many agencies 
used to pick up bread individually. It 
was easier for the bakery to load a 
Harvester semi one time than have 
several pick-ups each week. Doorstep 
receives bread free of charge now 
through Harvesters. We could also 
receive perishable items such as fruits 
and vegetables for free for our clients. 
However, anything else we would 
choose to get through Harvesters 
would have a fee attached to it. 
Whether it is the “handling fee” per 
pound for items chosen, or a per case 
price, we would have to pay for it. If 
you donate food or money to Har-
vesters and think you are directly help-
ing Doorstep, you are not. If you want 
Doorstep to receive your donations to 
help your neighbors in need, then you 
need to give directly to Doorstep. Our 
funding through community individu-
als was down in 2017. We have had to 
make hard choices in 2018, starting 
with eliminating a staff position to 
save money. We ask that you give 
donations to the agencies you want to 
support. If you want to support the 
community at large, you have several 
options for donating. Thank you. 

Topeka Gives 2018 is Tuesday, 

June 5th at Fairlawn Plaza Mall from 
7am - 6pm. Doorstep will be there 
again this year. Please come by and 
see us and make a donation to Door-
step! Donations must be made in per-
son. You can donate $25 - $1,000 to 
Doorstep on this day at Fairlawn Pla-
za, and the Topeka Community Foun-
dation will match it proportionately. 
This year there is $65,600 available for 
the match. Last year Doorstep made 
$17,404 from our donors to help with 
agency needs! Donations were down 
in 2017, and we have had to make 
some hard decisions. Please plan to 
attend Topeka Gives on June 5th and 
Give to Doorstep! Save the date and 
come out on June 5th!  

Topeka Gives – a fun day of giving is 
sponsored by the Topeka 
Community Foundation. 

Pentecost 
May 20, 2018 

Join us for Pentecost and experience 
a tiny bit of what the first Pentecost 

day may have been like! On May 
20th, we will hear the Lord’s Prayer 

simultaneously in FIVE different 
languages: 

Greek (Walt Laughlin) 
Swedish (Betty Quarnstrom) 

German (Helen Laughlin) 
Pidgen (Pr. Gary Teske) 
Spanish (Laurie Jackson) 

English 

Children's Sunday 
school will take a 
summer break be-
ginning May 27 and 
will resume again 
the Sunday after 
Labor Day. 

Information about 
Camp Tomah 
Shinga summer 
sessions was shared 
in the April issue of 
Trinity Tidings. The 
Reeves Foundation 
supports camp fees, 
with each child 
responsible for $25. 
toward the registra-

tion fee ($50 maxi-
mum if more than 
two children per 
family). There are 
camp sessions for 
grades one through 
high school. Con-
tact the church of-
fice or Diane 
Bottorff if you 
would like to 
register. 

Learning Committee 
News 
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done in several differ-
ent languages. 

W&M is soliciting fa-
vorite hymns from 
members. 

Laurie & Loni will clean 
up the banner room 
and library. 

Trinity’s Ministry Site 
Profile has been sub-
mitted to Synod. 

Pr. Alan asked about 
financial audit process 
& mentioned step-by-
step process recom-
mended by ELCA. 

A member request to 
use church basement 
May 6 was approved. 

A member update letter 
was approved. It will be 
signed & sent to select 
members. 

Bob H. will create a 
standardized format for 
our procedures manual 
& share with council. 
Then will have 90 days 
to review. 

CSS is requesting sto-
ries of hope by May 1 
for June assembly. Mary 
will write a story to 
submit. Pr. Alan will 
register to attend as 
clergy; we also have 
opportunity for a male 
and a female person to 
attend. 

Home communion & 
visitation will start 
soon. During training, 
we learned that gluten-
free wafers must not 
come into contact with 
regular wafers. Contam-
inated wafers were dis-
posed of, new wafers 
ordered and will be 
kept separate from reg-
ular wafers. 

Pr. Alan will attend CSS 
Interim Retreat. 

Pr. Teske will provide 
pulpit supply on May 
20th while Alan is on 
vacation. 

Children’s Sunday 
school will begin sum-
mer break May 27. 

Susan Fitz is research-
ing what memorial 
funds may be used to 
purchase the portable 
communion kits. 

Personnel Committee is 
reviewing job descrip-
tions. They are referring 
to 1st Lutheran proce-
dure manual as a guide. 

PCI annual contract for 
boiler maintenance was 
approved. 

Dean asked if Trinity 
wants to be actively 
involved with Historic 
Old Town NIA. Coun-
cil requested info on 
events/dates. A May 
Team Up/Clean up is 
planned. 

On Pentecost, the 
Lord’s Prayer will be 

C o u n c i l  M e e t i n g  H i g h l i g h t s ,  A p r .  10 ,  2 018  

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

President Bob Horton ................................. 640-5344 
Vice President Mary Heald ........................ 221-2790 
Secretary Dean McGinnis ........................... 272-0255 
Treasurer Bob Kobbeman .......................... 478-0381 
Interim Pastor Alan Saatkamp .......... 605-214-1469 
Members 
Diane Bottorff ................................................ 271-7131 
Laurie Jackson ................................................ 224-9683 
Dean McGinnis .............................................. 272-0255 
Ted Murphy .................................................... 817-0372 

Psalm 90: 1-2 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and 
the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

With grateful hearts to our Generous and Loving God, the 
Council is pleased to announce that Trinity is officially debt-free 
as of March 9, 2018. The remaining mortgage balance of 
$41,798.96 was paid off with resources from the Building Fund, 
the Murphy Bequest, and the Donna Allen Bequest. Thank you 
to all members who generously supported paying off the mort-
gage throughout its existence. 

Now on to the next challenge. General Fund revenue for the 
first two months of 2018 lags expenses by about $2,000 so I am 
asking you to prayerfully consider increasing your General Fund 
offering. An increase by all contributing members would bring 
the difference down considerably. Perhaps it could be moving 
what you were offering to the Building Fund to the General 
Fund since the mortgage is retired. Or maybe you can increase 
your General Fund offering each month. 

The Council is deeply concerned about how our General Fund 
imbalance could impact our ability to call a new permanent part-
time pastor. Being debt-free and showing that revenue and ex-
penses are in line makes us more attractive to potential candi-
dates. 

Thank you again for your support of Trinity and for your prayer-
ful consideration of future giving! 

Bob Horton, TLC Council President 
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Certificates will be available 
to Rent-A-Youth for 2 hour 
blocks of time. Suggested 
donation is $20 per certifi-
cate. This is a fundraiser for 
our trip to Houston the end 
of June for the ELCA 
Youth Gathering. If you 
need help with some minor 
chores, clean up or tasks, 
grab a certificate or two 
before they are all gone. 
Funds will be used for: 
[1] ELCA Youth Gathering 
special offerings 
[2] Local giving to be deter-
mined. 
[3] Spending money for the 
youth during the trip for 
souvenirs 
 

A special thank you to the 
Reeves Foundation for 
funding a majority of the 
trip to the ELCA Youth 
Gathering in Houston. 
We will be leaving by van 
Sunday June 24th and re-
turning Monday July 2nd. 
Take a look at the web page 
and Follow along as three 
young folks (Parker Jack-
son, Zane Kennedy and 
Jake Kennedy) plan and 
attend the 2018 ELCA 
Youth Gathering in Hou-
ston Texas at the NRG 
Park. 
http://www.elca.org/
YouthGathering 
Sponsors:  Diane Bottorff 
and Dean McGinnis 

Treat Day at BUSN 

On Monday, May 14, we 
will provide treats for 130 
students who are taking 
end of semester exams 
that morning. Bring three 
dozen of your treat, 
marked Baker, to the 
church kitchen on Sunday, 
May 13. 

Thanks to those who 
brought treats in April for 
the graduating class of 38 
students. They enjoyed 
treats on one of the days 
they took final exams.  

The 2018 class has their 
pinning ceremony on May 
18 at Grace Cathedral and 
graduation is scheduled 
for May 20 at the Baldwin 
City campus. 

Garage Sale, May 4 & 5. 

Some of the funds from 
this garage sale will go 
toward scholarships for 
Baker Nursing Students 
going on a mission trip to 
Kenya. Students, faculty 
and others make this trip 
each summer and provide 
a health clinic in several 
villages in Kenya. If you 
have items to donate con-
tact Marlene Eicher, Baker 
faculty, at 785-230-7360 to 
make arrangements for 
delivery of your donations 
to her home in north To-
peka. If you'd like to at-
tend the sale, it will be 
held at her parents’ home 
in Netawaka (7 miles 
north of Holton) at 29550 
US Highway 75. 

Baker School of Nursing News 

Witness Outreach 
Committee Update: 

Upcoming Events 
Team-Up / Clean-Up 
Collaborative event that will bring 
various city agencies, corporate 
groups and the Historic Old Town 
NIA together in our neighborhood 
during the month of MAY. There are 
many activities planned through-out 
the month, ending with a celebration 
on June 2nd with the Historic Old 
Town NIA Smoke BBQ event (see 
#2). Look for volunteer opportunities 
to work along side our neighbors as 
we CLEAN UP Historic Old Town! 

Old Town Smoke Fest June 2nd 
(Saturday 8am to 8pm) Trinity 
Hall and Buchanan Street. Historic 
Old Town NIA along with Clean-Up 
Team-Up is hosting an all day fun 
event. Smoke (BBQ) competition, 
vendors, information tents, games, 
rides, Touch a Truck (police, fire, am-
bulance). WE NEED VOLUN-
TEERS to be hosts, work the food & 
drink tent, respite tent, TLC tent. 
More information coming soon. 
SAVE THE DATE:  JUNE 2nd! 

Also coming in June is a Community 
Meal for Our Neighbors. Planning 
is underway for a date to be deter-
mined in mid June. If you are availa-

ble and interested in helping with this 
new Outreach opportunity please let 
Dean McGinnis know. Keep your 
EYES open for more information! 

You Missed it - Old Town Board 
Games Saturday March 21, 10am to 
10pm at Trinity Lutheran hosted by 
Historic Old Town NIA. Throughout 
the event about 60 folks of all ages 
gathered in Fellowship Hall and en-
joyed board games and fellowship. 
This event will be held again in the 
future, so please keep watch for the 
next Old Town Board Games day and 
plan to attend for an hour or all day! 

Do You Need HELP with Chores? 

Rent-A-Youth!! 
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