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May 27, 2018 — The Holy Trinity 

God of all creation who gives us this beautiful day 
and life itself, who hung the stars in the sky, 

and who also generously provides our daily bread, 
we welcome you into our presence. 

Dear Lord, what can I do for you today? 

John 3:1-17 



2 

The Holy Trinity May 27, 2018 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 5 

When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond, be-
fore, and after the universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this is 
reflected in Paul’s words today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an every-
day, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating between us and God the 
same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him. 
PATRIOTIC PRELUDE 

GATHERING 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PRAYER See Bulletin Cover 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able. 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abound-

ing in steadfast love. 
C Amen. 
P Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and 

one another. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P Eternal God our creator, 
C in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your chil-

dren, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse 
us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw us near 
to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

P Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given 
to us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sin-
ners; and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

C Amen. 
GATHERING HYMN This Is My Song ELW HYMN 887 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-
One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in 
this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, 
where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Please be seated. 

WORD 
FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 6:1-8 
This reading narrates Isaiah’s vision of the Lord surrounded by angels. They sing “Holy, ho-
ly, holy,” a song the church sings at the beginning of the great thanksgiving. This liturgical 
text invites the church and all creation to sing in praise of God’s glory. That glory is God’s 
mercy toward sinners. 
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above 
him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they cov-
ered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to another and said: “Holy, 
holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 4The pivots on 
the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 
smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 
6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from 
the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: 
“Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blot-
ted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 29 Sung responsively 

1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
7The voice | of the LORD 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. 
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. 
 

SECOND READING:  ROMANS 8:12-17 
In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the Trinity: the Spirit 
leads us to recognize that we are children of God the Father and sisters and brothers with 
Christ the Son. 
12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit 
of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we 
suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
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L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the third chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL: JOHN 3:1-17 
Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him about being born of 
the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by God to save. 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of 
God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be 
born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 
and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the king-
dom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to 
you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear 
the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these 
things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and 
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told 
you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who de-
scended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
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17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in or-
der that the world might be saved through him.” 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME & SERMON INTERIM PASTOR ALAN SAATKAMP 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters ELW HYMN 445 
Please stand for the final verse of the hymn. 
P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Athanasian Creed. See insert 
 

THE PRAYERS 
A Filled with the Holy Spirit, we join with the church in every place, praying for 

the world that God so loves. 
A brief silence. 
A Abba, when we cry to you, your Spirit bears witness with our spirit. Give to 

your church the confidence of the children of God, so that we boldly share with 
everyone your world-saving love. We especially ask these gifts for Bethany Lu-
theran in Lindsborg, Gloria Dei Lutheran in Lucas, Resurrection Lutheran in 
Haysville, Emanuel Lutheran in Hutchinson, and Kansas University Campus 
Ministry Lawrence, Kansas. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A The whole earth is full of your glory: cities teem, fields flourish, mountains soar, 

and waters abound. Blot out our sin of spoiling your creation. Send us to go for 
you, mending what is torn and tattered in your world. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A You so loved the world that you gave your only Son. In these days, when nation 

condemns nation, save us. Give us strength and fill us with your justice and 
peace. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Your people cry out to you, seeking goodness and hope. Let the wind of your 

Spirit blow into the lives of all who suffer from injustice, want, or anguish of 
any kind, especially Carl Quarnstrom, Betty Quarnstrom, Maxine Horton & 
family, Eleanor Jewell, Rosemary O’Neil, and Gay Marker. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A In our living and in our dying, we belong to you. In loving remembrance, we 

honor those who live with scars or have died defending our nation. Beat our 
swords into plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks, and teach us your 
ways. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 



9 

A Your Spirit gave life to Kyra Bennett. Be with her as she celebrates her birth-
day, and with Larry McGinnis, Shawn Nowak, Brayden Winsor, Rachel Heald 
and Jaden Hiltgen as they remember their baptisms, and with Bill & Laurie 
Walker, Conrad & Sharon Youngblom, Russ & Tresa Johnson, and Jay & Cathy 
Tunnell as they celebrate their wedding anniversaries. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P With affection we remember the saints now departed and rejoice in their faith-

ful witness. Through their example, provoke us to holy lives of loving service in 
your name. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P By the sure guidance of your Holy Spirit, O God, we lift up our prayers in trust 

and thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
OFFERING & OFFERTORY  Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living 

thing. You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our 
hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glori-
ous resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave 
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. 
Please be seated. 
LAMB OF GOD 
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We invite all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior to share with us in Holy 
Communion. All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s table. White grape juice is available as 
an alternative to wine. Everyone is invited forward to receive communion or a blessing. 
Hands cupped open indicate an openness to receive communion; hands closed reflect a desire 
to receive a blessing. 
Note: we now have gluten-free communion wafers available. If gluten-free is your preference, 
please let the pastor know when you are at the communion rail. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS O Beautiful for Spacious Skies ELW HYMN 888 
 God Bless Our Native Land ELW HYMN 891 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again by these 
signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for 
your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. 

C Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
P May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, 
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
SENDING HYMN Mine Eyes Have See the Glory ELW HYMN 890 
DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Welcome to worship at Trinity! 
Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope that you 
have found the Spirit of God in our midst. 
If you are interested in becoming a member of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, or have other questions, please 
feel free to contact Pastor Alan Saatkamp, 605-214-1469. 

Date General Other Flowers
Total Weekly 

Income

Average 
Weekly 

Expense

Weekly Income 
Minus Average 

Weekly 
Expense

Attendance/
Communion

Apr. 29 $2,470.53 $115.00 $0.00 $2,585.53 -$2,643.92 -$58.39 37/35
May 6 $2,796.00 $5,000.00 $0.00 $7,796.00 -$2,643.92 $5,152.08 39/34
May 13 $2,793.71 $85.00 $0.00 $2,878.71 -$2,643.92 $234.79 56/51
May 20 $1,675.00 $48.00 $0.00 $1,723.00 -$2,643.92 -$920.92 40/39

Income ExpenseBehind/Ahead
April 2018 $16,897.80 -$10,208.16 $6,689.64
Jan. thru April$46,029.96 -$41,310.07 $4,719.89

OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS

The money shown in the “Other” column is restricted and not available for our general fund.

Remember our shut-ins! 
Kathryn Axelton 
Lucille Brill 
Peggy Buchholz 
Marlene Hassan 

Marie Henriksen 
Don Longren 
Shawn Nowak 
Roy O’Neil 

Ron Owensby 
Keith Springer 
Naomi Walker 
Evelyn Johnson 

Please take note of the special envelope included in this 
bulletin. As noted on the envelope, the money given in of-
fering at the Synod Assembly in June will be used for new 
ministries in various locations in our synod, local division 
of Mosaic, serving persons with intellectual disabilities, & 
assistance for youth from Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands to attend the ELCA Youth Gathering. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 
Today, May 27 ................... Worship with Holy Communion..................... 10:30 AM 
 ................................... Adult Sunday School/Confirmation Class ............... 9:15 AM 
 ................................................... Youth Group Meeting ................................ 5:30 PM 

Mon., May 28 ................................ Memorial Day ................................................  
 .......................................................... Women’s AA ....................................... 5:00 PM 

Tues., May 29 ....................................... Quilters .......................................... 9:00 AM 

Wed., May 30 ................................... Women’s AA ....................................... 5:30 PM 

Thurs., May 31 .................................... Men’s AA.......................................... 7:00 PM 

Sunday, June 3 ................. Worship with Holy Communion..................... 10:30 AM 

Date                             Greeter(s) Usher(s) Musicians Lector Acolyte Altar Guild
Coffee 
Hosts

Assisting 
Minister

Presiding 
Minister

May 27, 
2018

Julie Reeves
Linda 

Longren

Laurie 
Jackson & 

Loretta 
Hoerman

Bob Horton
Cindy 

McGinnis

Janeen 
Horton & 
Team 2

Dean 
McGinnis

Bob 
Horton

Pr. Alan 
Saatkamp

June 3, 
2018

Chuck 
Sodergren

David 
McGinnis

Mitchell 
Bean

Shelley 
Andrews

Duane 
Pomeroy

Charlotte 
Blenden & 

Team 3

Andy & 
LaVell 
Winsor

Jeff 
Longren

Pr. Alan 
Saatkamp

June 10, 
2018

Martha 
Nemeth

Curt Lewis
Laurie 

Jackson
Mary Heald

Erin 
Lewis

Charlotte 
Blenden & 

Team 3

Mike & 
Shelley 

Andrews

Walt 
Laughlin

Pr. Alan 
Saatkamp

Worship Assistants

Pr. Alan will be in Topeka on Monday, May 28th, then out of town May 29th 
through June 2nd. Pr. Walt will be available for pastoral emergencies. 

As needed, please reserve the places on 8th Street to the south of 
the church for folks who typically use the handicap parking and 
the rest of us use the Lincoln Center parking lot across the street 
from the church to the south. Thank you for your cooperation 
during the road construction. 

Bob Horton, TLC Council President. 

Please call the office, 233-0767, 
promptly about hospitalizations in 
our church family.  

To share a prayer request please 
contact Barbara Apps at 249-7244 
She will get the prayer chain started. 
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 The mission of 
 Trinity Evangelical  
 Lutheran Church 
 is to 

 

  worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
  serve those in need, and 
  reach out to share the Good News of salvation through  
 Jesus Christ!  
Together in Community • Living with Christ • Caring for Neighbors 
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