
  

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
725 SW Buchanan Street, Topeka KS 66606 

Telephone: (785) 233-0767     email: office@topekatlc.org 
Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

September 23, 2018 — 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

God of all creation who gives us 
this beautiful day and life itself, 
who hung the stars in the sky, 

and who also generously 
provides our daily bread, 

we welcome you into our presence. 
Dear Lord, what can I do for you today? 

Mark 9:30-37 
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19tj Sunday after Pentecost September 23, 2018 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 2 

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over which 
one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it 
concrete, he puts in front of them an actual flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome 
the particular children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, 
and to give them a place of honor in the assembly. 

GATHERING 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PRAYER See Bulletin Cover 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able. 
P Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

the one who reforms us again and again. 
C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Source of all life, 
C we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear 

that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to 
us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather 
than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church 
powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 
and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 

P God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in 
the world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are 
raised up as God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

C Amen. 
GATHERING HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW HYMN 843 
 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as be-
loved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may 
walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Please be seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  JEREMIAH 11:18-20 
Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s word to 
Judah but was met with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in 
God in the midst of his suffering. 
18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me their 
evil deeds. 19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not know it 
was against me that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its 
fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, so that his name will no longer 
be remembered!” 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, who try the 
heart and the mind, let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have com-
mitted my cause. 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 54 Sung responsively 

1Save me, O God, | by your name; 
  in your might, de- | fend my cause. 
2Hear my | prayer, O God; 
  give ear to the words | of my mouth. 
3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have | sought my life, 
  those who have no re- | gard for God. 
4Behold, God | is my helper; 
  it is the Lord who sus- | tains my life. 
5Render evil to those who | spy on me; 
  in your faithful- | ness, destroy them. 
6I will offer you a | freewill sacrifice 
  and praise your name, O LORD, for | it is good. 
7For you have rescued me from | every trouble, 
  and my eye looks down | on my enemies. 
 

SECOND READING:  JAMES 3:13—4:3, 7-8A 
The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own 
wants and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality 
toward others. 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such 
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For 
where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wicked-
ness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gen-
tle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hy-
pocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make 
peace.4:1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they 
not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and 
do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain 
it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 
3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you 
get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL: MARK 9:30-37 
Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by 
the world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to 
such a concern for greatness is servanthood. 
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want 
anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of 
Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days af-
ter being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was say-
ing and were afraid to ask him. 
  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, 
“What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way 
they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the 
twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant 
of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his 
arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes 
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME & SERMON PASTOR MICHAEL HAAR 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY All Are Welcome ELW HYMN 641 
Please stand for the final stanza of the hymn. 
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P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 

A Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those 
in need, and all of God’s beloved creation. 

A brief silence. 
A Gracious God, you gather congregations together by the power of your word. 

Bless leaders of Andover Lutheran in Windom, Kansas, the Southern Sudanese 
Worshiping Community in St Joseph, Missouri, and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of the Urals, Siberia, and Far East with the gifts of wisdom and discern-
ment as they seek to make your church the community for which you long. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A Creative God, blue whales and honeybees sing the goodness of the earth. Glaci-

ers and deserts declare your greatness. Make us good stewards of our home for 
the generations to come. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A Sovereign God, you raise up governments to protect the widow and orphan. 

Bless citizens with wisdom and discernment as they choose leaders. Inspire 
leaders to always seek the common good. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A Loving God, you desire health and wholeness. Reconcile the conflicts and dis-

putes among us. Teach us to heal the trauma of racism and poverty. Break our 
hearts open to all those who suffer and mourn. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A Welcoming God, you place children among us. Teach us to honor the children in 

our midst and to pay attention to what they can teach us about who you are. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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A Life-giving God, we pray for Adam Heald and Dorothy Strom as they celebrate 
their birthdays, and for Janelle Meredith and Andy Winsor as they remember 
their baptisms, and for Junior & Liz Utech as they celebrate their wedding an-
niversary. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P You surround us with a cloud of witnesses who announce the good news of 

abundant life to a sad and needy world. Make us a pilgrim people, always tell-
ing the story of your lovingkindness. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 
C Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY  Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and 

our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table 
that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. 

C Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you. 
Please be seated. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

We invite all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior to share with us in Holy 
Communion. All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s table. White grape juice is available as 
an alternative to wine. Everyone is invited forward to receive communion or a blessing. 
Hands cupped open indicate an openness to receive communion; hands closed reflect a desire 
to receive a blessing. 
Note: we have gluten-free communion wafers available. If gluten-free is your preference, 
please let the pastor know when you are at the communion rail. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW HYMN 815 
 Jesus Loves Me! ELW HYMN 595 

Please stand as you are able. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us 
to be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in 
our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 
BLESSING 

P God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior 
of the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening 
the church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

SENDING HYMN Lift High the Cross ELW HYMN 660 

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Sound the good news. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #48019. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Remember our shut-ins! 
Kathryn Axelton 
Lucille Brill 
Peggy Buchholz 
Marlene Hassan 

Marie Henriksen 
Don Longren 
Shawn Nowak 
Roy O’Neil 

Ron Owensby 
Keith Springer 
Naomi Walker 

Please call the office, 233-0767, 
promptly about hospitalizations in 
our church family.  

To share a prayer request please 
contact Barbara Apps at 249-7244 
She will get the prayer chain started. 
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Date General Other Flowers

Total Weekly 

Income

Average 

Weekly 

Expense

Weekly Income 

Minus Average 

Weekly 

Expense

Attendance/

Communion

Aug. 26 $1,366.00 $40.00 $0.00 $1,406.00 -$2,643.92 -$1,237.92 63/45
Sept. 2 $3,125.50 $0.00 $0.00 $3,125.50 -$2,643.92 $481.58 35/33
Sept. 9 $2,183.79 $0.00 $0.00 $2,183.79 -$2,643.92 -$460.13 45/43
Sept. 16 $2,582.46 $260.00 $0.00 $2,842.46 -$2,643.92 $198.54 43/39

Income ExpenseBehind/Ahead

Aug. 2018 $10,468.07 -$11,229.86 -$761.79
Jan. - Aug. $87,146.41 -$89,914.27 -$2,767.86

OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS

The money shown in the “Other” column is restricted and not available for our general fund.

We welcome Pastor Michael Haar as he leads 
us in worship today. 
Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope that 
you, members and visitors, found the Spirit of God in 
our midst. 
If you are interested in becoming a member of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, or have other questions, 
please contact the church office at 785.233.0767 

Doorstep is low on some items for hygiene kits. If you can help out by providing 
some of the items listed below, it would be appreciated. 

Shampoo + Conditioner in 1 
Deodorant 
Shaving Cream & Razors 

You can bring donations to Doorstep at 1119 SW 10th St. (10th & Buchanan), Mon-
day – Friday from 8am – 3pm. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 

Today, Sept. 23 .......................... Adult Sunday School ................................. 9:00 AM
 ............................................Worship with Holy Communion ...................... 10:30 AM 

Mon., Sept. 24 ................................... Women’s AA ........................................ 5:00 PM 

Tues., Sept. 25 ...................................... Quilters ........................................... 9:00 AM 
 ......................................................... TLHA Meeting ...................................... 7:00 PM 

Wed., Sept. 26 ................................... Women’s AA ........................................ 5:30 PM 

Thurs., Sept. 27 .................. Learning Committee Meeting .......................... 5:30 PM 
 .................................................... at Julie Reeves’ home ..............................................  
 .............................................................. Men’s AA .......................................... 7:00 PM 

Sunday, Sept. 30 ........................ Adult Sunday School ................................. 9:00 AM
 ............................................Worship with Holy Communion ...................... 10:30 AM 
 ................................. 5th Sunday Special for Camp Tomah Shinga ...........................  
 .................................................... Youth Group Meeting ................................ 5:30 PM 

Date       Greeter(s) Usher(s) Musicians Lector Acolyte Altar Guild
Coffee 
Hosts

Assisting 
Minister

Presiding 
Minister

September 
23, 2018

Chuck 
Sodergren

David 
McGinnis

Laurie 
Jackson

Shelley 
Andrews

Ted 
Murphy

Donna Allen 
& Team 3

Duane & 
Debbie 

Pomeroy

Bob 
Horton

Pr. Michael 
Haar

September 
30, 2018

Bob & Pam 
Kobbeman

Ted Murphy
Mitchell 

Bean
Loni Reece

Laurie 
Jackson

Donna Allen 
& Team 3

Laurie 
Jackson

Jeff 
Longren

Mary Heald

Worship Assistants
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 The mission of 

 Trinity Evangelical  
 Lutheran Church 
 is to 

 

•  worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
•  serve those in need, and 
•  reach out to share the Good News of salvation through  
 Jesus Christ! 

 
Together in Community • Living with Christ • Caring for Neighbors 

 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 

Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 
Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

President Bob Horton __________________ 640-5345 

Vice President Mary Heald _____________ 221-2790 

Secretary Dean McGinnis _______________ 272-0255 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman _______________ 478-0381 

 

Diane Bottorff ___________________________ 271-7131 

Laurie Jackson __________________________ 224-9683 

Curt Lewis ______________________________ 286-2728 

Ted Murphy _____________________________ 817-0372 

Congregation Council 


