
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan Street 

Topeka, Kansas 66606-1426 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Trinity Tidings 

STAFF 

Pastor — position open 

Cindy McGinnis 

 Administrative Assistant 

office@topekatlc.org 

Laurie Jackson 

 Music Director 

Marcy Carlson 

 Custodian 

marcyrtpr@gmail.com 

 

 

OFFICE 

Trinity Hall, 725 SW Buchanan St. 

Office Hours: 10:00AM-3:30PM, Mon.-Thur. 

Telephone: (785) 233-0767 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sundays, 10:30 AM liturgical service of Holy 

Communion celebrated every Sunday 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS 

Trinity Hall-725 SW Buchanan Street 

9:15-10:15 AM (September-May) 

The mission of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is to: 

 worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

 serve those in need, and  

 reach out to share the Good News of salvation through Jesus 

Christ! 

    Together in Community 

     Living with Christ 

      Caring for Neighbors 

Nothing prints in this area—barcode will be applied here. 

mailto:office@topekatlc.org




Trinity Tidings 

 

 

The Call Committee voted unani-

mously to recommend a candidate to 

the Council on October 18. Members 

of both groups met before church on 

October 21 for a brief conversation 

about the candidate. The candidate’s 

profile has been distributed to the 

Council members for their consider-

ation. I have asked for their input 

concerning the next steps to be tak-

en. In the meantime, scheduling pul-

pit supply and pastoral care for 

members remains high on the Coun-

cil’s list of priorities. We pray for 

God’s guidance as we work through 

these tasks. 

The 2019 Central States Synod As-

sembly will elect a Bishop for a six-

year term. The intent this year is for 

the members of the Synod to have 

the opportunity to actively partici-

pate in the election process before 

the actual ballots. An important step 

in the process of electing a bishop 

and thereby providing input into the 

direction of the Synod is through a 

survey. This will help the members 

of the CSS discern God's hope for the 

Synod and for the possible nominees 

to discern their call. A printed ver-

sion of the survey is included in this 

month’s Tidings or you can go online 

to https://css-elca.nm-secure.com/

bishop-election and use the link to 

complete the survey electronically. 

The deadline for submission of the 

survey is November 30, 2018. 

This is an exciting time for our 

church family. I appreciate your 

commitment of Time, Talents, and 

Treasures as we put our full trust in 

God and listen closely to where He is 

calling us. Take care. 
 

Bob Horton, 

Council President 

The date has been set!! The celebration of Trinity’s 150th Anniver-

sary will take place August 14th through August 16th, 2020!! We’ll 

be sending out save the date notices soon! 

https://css-elca.nm-secure.com/bishop-election
https://css-elca.nm-secure.com/bishop-election


 

Have you designated your portion 

of the 

If you are a Thrivent member, 

have you 

This link will take you directly to 

the 

AmazonSmile page that directs 

the donation generated by your 

Anyone who 

wants to help 

with a mailing 

list for the 

150th 

Anniversary 

Celebration, 

please contact 

the church 

office, 

233-0767 

or email: 
office@topekatlc.org 

mailto:office@topekatlc.org


 

4 Walt Laughlin 

8 Julie Reeves 

10 Rosie Nichols 

12 Andrew Carpenter 

12 Dustin Carpenter 

13 Betty Quarnstrom 

15 Liz Utech 

18 Susan Fitz 

20 Martha Nemeth 

21 Ron Axelton 

21 Matthew Kobbeman 

24 Betty Patton 

26 Debbie Pomeroy 

 

4 Laurie Jackson 

9 Russell Johnson 

14 Marlene Hassan 

17 Dean McGinnis 

19 Sammy Ginter 

23 Edwin Bennett 

23 Kyra Bennett 

23 Meranda Bennett 

23 Johnathon Brown 

24 Heather Klamm 

24 Dorothy Strom 

25 Carl Quarnstrom 

28 Adam Heald 

29 Eleanor Jewell 

 

24 Jim & Susan Erickson 

November 4—All Saints Sunday 

 

November 11—25th Sunday of Pentecost 

 

November 18—26th Sunday of Pentecost 

 

November 25—Christ the King Sunday 

Watch your bulletin 

November 4th and 

November 11th for 

poinsettia order 

forms. 

Early orders must 

be placed by No-

vember 12th to get 

the best price. We 

can still order after 

the 12th, but the price may be higher. 



 

First, I want to thank everyone 

who helped to make our inaugural 

Neighbor Helping Neighbor 

Walk/5K Run a success. We able 

raised $6,000 to help with agency 

expenses during the last quarter 

of 2018! Mark your calendars for 

Saturday, October 5, 2019 for our 

second annual event!! 

It is true what people say… the 

older you get, the faster time goes 

by! 2018 has flown by and we are 

already making plans for our 

Christmas Store for adopted fami-

lies and individuals. Doorstep will 

again adopt 250 households from 

the Christmas Bureau. There are 

over 775 individuals within these 

households, and we provide a 

Christmas for all. 

This year the Christmas Bureau 

will take applications for seven 

days — October 22nd through No-

vember 2nd. This is for our neigh-

bors in need who cannot afford to 

provide a Christmas for their fam-

ilies. These are families and indi-

viduals who meet the federal pov-

erty guidelines. They are working, 

but not making a living wage; they 

are disabled, they are struggling 

to provide the basic needs for their 

families, and need a little extra 

help at Christmas. 

Our Christmas Store is a unique 

experience and different from any-

thing else we do at Doorstep! We 

need your help with gifts, mone-

tary donations to purchase food, 

and volunteers to help during the 

five day process. The Store is an 

uplifting experience, and you can-

not help but feel good about your 

time spent volunteering there! 

Please mark your calendars for 

December 9th – 13th, and watch for 

our flyers on specific days and 

times for volunteering. Doorstep’s 

Christmas Store is possible each 

year in large part because of the 

generosity of our congregations 

and their members. Neighbors 

helping neighbors is what Door-

step was founded on, and what we 

continue to do today! 



 

 Pr. Michael Haar will be con-

tacted to provide pastoral care 

(outside of regular worship) to 

our members & shut-ins. Bob 

Horton will draft a covenant. 

 Autopay accounts were ap-

proved. 

 Gardeners have offered to paint 

the garage with donated paint. 

 Old Town NIA will host a 

Trunk-or-Treat in the Grace 

Cathedral parking lot Oct. 31, 

6-8 pm. All are welcome. 

 Community garden picnic Oct. 

14, 5:30 pm. 

 Community meal Oct. 21, 5:30 

pm. Draft of grant request was 

discussed. 

 Oct. 28 is Reformation Sunday; 

Pr. Luber will preside. 

 Advent midweek services will 

offer liturgical education along 

with soup & bread supper. 

 Christmas Eve worship will be 

at 4 pm. 

 Thanksgiving Eve worship info 

will be requested. 

 Cindy will be asked to contact 

Thrivent for potential dates to 

visit worship & coffee hour for 

presentation. 

 150th anniversary planning 

meeting Oct. 14 after worship. 

CONGREGATION 

COUNCIL 

President 

Bob Horton 

640-5344 

Vice President 

Mary Heald 

221-2790 

Secretary 

Dean McGinnis 

272-0255 

Treasurer 

Bob Kobbeman 

478-0381 

Members 

Diane Bottorff 

271-7131 

Laurie Jackson 

224-9683 

Dean McGinnis 

272-0255 

Ted Murphy 

817-0372 

Our annual chili cook-off was a 

resounding success, as we were 

able to raise over $5,500 to sup-

port our ongoing food ministry 

programs for students at KU. The 

majority of the proceeds from the 

Chili Cook-Off will benefit our food pantry, which we are currently ex-

panding. We'd like to congratulate Dudley Hogue for winning our 

grand prize for his delicious chicken chili! We'd also like to thank all 

who attended and supported the chili cook-off, as we couldn't have done 

this without you. 

Currently we are asking for toiletries for our food pantry, as these 

items are often overlooked and expensive for struggling students. We 

ask you to assist in our mission by donating toiletries (e.g. soap, sham-

poo, toothpaste) or non-perishable food items (e.g. peanut butter, jelly, 

canned fruits/vegetables). While these items may seem insignificant to 

us, they can make a world of difference to a student in need. 



 

THANK OFFERING 

It’s November! Time for Thanks! Giving! It’s a time when we think 

about a delicious spread of food for family and friends, but let’s also 

think “outside of that box”! 

As we count God's many blessings, we can also think about the words in 

the prayer we use at the beginning of the worship service, “Lord, what 

can I do for you today?” 

Women in our church have followed the tradition of Thankofferings 

since the 1800s. When the Women of the ELCA was formed in 1987 

they committed to continue this tradition of giving in gratitude for 

God’s blessings. Thousands of congregations support thank offerings 

which make it possible to support underprivileged women and 

girls....scholarships, stopping human trafficking, supporting community 

food banks, community gardens, educational programs and many oth-

ers. 

Together with others we can do more through these programs than we 

could ever do alone! You are invited to use the envelope attached to this 

newsletter and place it in the offering plate on November 18 or any 

Sunday in November! 

Thank 
Offering 



 

Marie C. Henriksen, 104, passed away Tuesday, Octo-

ber 2, 2018. She was born March 29, 1914 in Kansas 

City, Missouri, the adopted daughter of Samuel B. and 

Florence (Graham) Clark. She spent her early years in 

Summerfield, Kansas. She moved to Falls City, Ne-

braska when she was three and completed high school 

there. She later graduated from Clark's Business Col-

lege in Topeka. She was married to Christian “Chris” 

W. Henriksen on October 10, 1933 in Red Oak, Iowa. 

He preceded her in death on July 19, 1993. She was 

also preceded in death by two grandchildren. She is 

survived by three children: Neil Christian Henriksen 

(Maxine), Grand Prairie, Texas, Maren L. Farr (Tom), Topeka, and Bruce 

Henriksen (Saundra Snyder), Topeka; three grandchildren; six great-

grandchildren; three step-grandchildren; eight step-great-grandchildren and 

a host of friends. 

Mrs. Henriksen and her husband Chris owned and operated the Shawnee 

Creamery for 35 years from 1936 to 1972, the last independent creamery in 

Kansas. In that capacity she worked as office manager and bookkeeper. 

They manufactured butter, ice cream and bottled milk and other daily prod-

ucts. Following the closing of the creamery, she worked at Wolf's Jewelers 

and the Neiswanger Co as bookkeeper. After her retirement, she gradually 

went back into full time employment with the Grand Chapter Order of the 

Eastern Star for 20 years, gradually limiting her hours during the last 

years. 

Marie was an over 60 year faithful member of Trinity Lutheran Church 

where she had served as choir member and in many other capacities. She 

was an over 75 year active member and Past Matron of Helena Chapter 

#210, Order of the Eastern Star. She was Past Worthy High Priestess of 

Trinity Shrine No 7 Order of the White Shrine of Jerusalem and present 

Worthy Scribe, a member Council No 1, Ancient Toltee Rite, Arab Shrine 

Nobelles, Arab Antique Car Club, Wah-No-Quah Club, Prime-Timers and 

the Past Matrons and Patrons Club of Helena Chapter. 

Marie’s funeral services was held at 10:30 am on Saturday, October 13, 2018 

at Trinity Lutheran Church. Memorial contributions may be made to Trinity 

Lutheran Church, 725 SW Buchanan, Topeka, KS 66606 or Topeka & Shaw-

nee Co. Public Library, 1515 SW 10th Ave, Topeka, KS 66604. To share a 

message with the family, please visit www.ParkerPriceFH.com. 

http://www.parkerpricefh.com/


 

Thelma Mae Johnson Strom was born on August 9, 

1928 in Marquette, KS, one of five children of Oscar 

and Edna Krieg Johnson. She passed away Wednes-

day, October 17, 2018, at Country Care Nursing Home 

in Easton, KS, at age 90. 

Thelma graduated from Marquette High School in 

1946. She came to Topeka, June 1946 and worked for 

Security Benefit. Later, she worked 20 years for USD 

501 at Topeka West High School library and retired in 

1988. She married Wilbur Strom, March 13, 1948 at 

Trinity Lutheran Church. They were married for 64 years. They were mem-

bers of Trinity Church for 50 years. In 2001 they moved to Leavenworth, KS 

and were members of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

She was preceded in death by her husband Wilbur, son Ronald, and three sis-

ters. 

She is survived by her sons Alan Strom (Mary) Ft Worth, TX; Brian Strom 

(Kimberly) Grand Forks, ND; daughter Sharon Bates (Ron) Leavenworth, KS; 

daughter-in-law Bonnie Strom, Des Moines, IA; her brother, Eldon Johnson, 

Pflugerville, TX; 16 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren. 

Family received friends from 4-6 P.M., Sunday, October 21, 2018, at St. Paul 

Lutheran Church, 311 N 7th Street, Leavenworth, 66048. Funeral services 

were held at 10 A.M., Monday, October 22, 2018 at 10:00 A.M. at St. Paul Lu-

theran Church. Burial followed in the Mount Muncie Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may be given to Trinity Lutheran Church, Topeka, 

KS or St. Paul Lutheran Church, Leavenworth, KS. 

Thelma’s family would like to thank Country Care Nursing Home for the love 

and care they provided and Crossroads Hospice for their services. 



 

Can you help??? 
This month, the photos in question are from the era of Pastor Nelson. He was our 
pastor for many years—1955-1982—so there are lots of photos! Take a look at these 
pictures and see if you can identify anyone –other than Pastor Nelson—or name the 
event or provide an approximate date.  

Do you know the approximate date 

of this photo and who the other two 

men might be? 

These two photos appear to have been taken on the 

same date. If anyone knows about when that might 

have been, please call Cindy in the church office.  

←The second communicant from the left appears to 

be Marcy Carlson; who might the others be? 



 

I have lots more photos here in the office. If you are so inclined, feel free to stop by and take a 

look to see if you can make any identifications. 

Cindy 

This photo shows a baptism occurring. Date?? 

Family?? 

Anyone know who these men are with Pr. 

Nelson? Date? Event? 

Left to right: Pr. Nelson, Randy Evans, 

Elaine Patton, ____________________, 

Karen Velen, __________________, 

Intern Jim Martin, and possibly Ida 

Swenson to Jim’s left. 

If you can identify the three girls, date, 

and/or event, please call the office. 

Please identify, if you can, the 

three men in the top row and the 

date and event. 



 



 



 

Every six years, the members of the Central States Synod of the ELCA elect a 

bishop. When we gather in Assembly on June 6-8, 2019, we will participate in 

electing a bishop for the next six-year term. That election, as always, will be 

through an ecclesiastical ballot. Recently, the Synod Council appointed an Elec-

tion Facilitation Committee (EFC) to oversee a process in the months leading 

up to Synod Assembly that will help us, the members of Central States Synod, 

with a process of additional discernment and education about who the next 

bishop might be. Here’s what will happen: 

• Informational Survey:  The EFC will be seeking input through a survey 

about the state of the synod, and the needs and desires for the next term of the 

bishop. This information will be compiled to create a comprehensive picture of 

this synod. The survey is available here, on the Synod website, or may be print-

ed and mailed. The deadline for submission of this survey is November 30, 

2018. 

• Seeking interested individuals:  Over the next few months, the EFC will 

be collecting names of individuals (Ministers of Word and Sacrament in the 

ELCA) whom you believe should discern a call to the office of bishop. This al-

lows for months of conversation and discernment for those individuals to con-

sider this call. Individuals can self-identify or be identified, and they do not 

need to currently serve in this synod. Please submit the names and contact in-

formation of those individuals to Dennis Allerheiligen by February 28th, 2019, 

so their information can be collected and disseminated. 

• Sharing information with the voting members:  Information about those 

potential nominees will then be shared with the congregations, worshipping 

communities and organizations within the synod. Members of the synod’s con-

gregations, worshipping communities and organizations are encouraged to 

spend time learning about these individuals, praying and discerning for them-

selves whom they would like to nominate for the bishop’s election at Synod As-

sembly. 

• Ecclesiastical Ballot at Synod Assembly:  The first ballot of the ecclesias-

tical ballot allows for all voting members at Synod Assembly to cast their first 

vote for bishop. This person can be any Minister of Word and Sacrament in the 

ELCA, whether or not their information has been previously shared through 

this process. 

Our mailing address is: 

Central States Synod 

136 Main St Ste 101 

Kansas City, MO  64105-2303 

https://css-elca.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=050c5abb7810e68eee62d5d55&id=f79ef72e82&e=0c780d7d1f
https://css-elca.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=050c5abb7810e68eee62d5d55&id=53c8a0c699&e=0c780d7d1f
https://css-elca.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=050c5abb7810e68eee62d5d55&id=98b8b03e0e&e=0c780d7d1f
https://css-elca.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=050c5abb7810e68eee62d5d55&id=6015613ccf&e=0c780d7d1f
https://css-elca.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=050c5abb7810e68eee62d5d55&id=6015613ccf&e=0c780d7d1f
mailto:dallerheiligen@gmail.com
https://css-elca.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=050c5abb7810e68eee62d5d55&id=2e9b438b00&e=0c780d7d1f


 



 



 



 



 


