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God of all creation who gives us this beautiful day 
and life itself, 

who hung the stars in the sky, 
and who also generously provides our daily bread, 

we welcome you into our presence. 
Dear Lord, what can I do for you today? 

March 31, 2019 4th Sunday of Lent 
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4th Sunday of Lent March 31, 2019 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 2 

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and 
whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the 
merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . . 
the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy 
are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice! 

GATHERING 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PRAYER See Bulletin Cover 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able. 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the wilderness to re-

deem us, anoint us, and make us new. 
C Amen. 
P In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise 

of mercy. 
Silence for reflection. 

P God at the margins, 
C We have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose our 

way. We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that you 
have saved your people before and promise to do so again. Do not re-
member the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, 
where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love 
overflows. Amen. 

P Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like man-
na in the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God 
runs to meet you again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ Christ, 
leading you from death into life. 

C Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN What Wondrous Love Is This ELW HYMN 666 
 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with 

your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us 
at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Please be seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  JOSHUA 5:9-12 
By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the mi-
raculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring their 
forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal. 
9The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of 
Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 10While the Israelites were 
camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the 
month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the passover, on that very day, 
they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The manna 
ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had 
manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 32 Spoken responsively 
1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
  and whose sin is put away! 
2Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
  because of my groaning all day long. 
4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
  my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 
  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the 
guilt of my sin. 
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6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trou-
ble; 
  when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
  I will guide you with my eye. 
9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 
  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
10Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 
11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; 
  shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 

 

SECOND READING:  2ND CORINTHIANS 5:16-21 
One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed into 
newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s resurrec-
tion. This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation in the city of Corinth. 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in 
that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who recon-
ciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we 
are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
During Lent, we are learning and studying Luther’s Small Catechism as a means of Chris-
tian formation. Lent has always been a time that the church brought in new members to 
learn about Christ before their baptism on Easter Day. Therefore, let us all be new in faith 
during this season. 

PRAYER IN THE MORNING 
P In the morning, as soon as you get out of bed, you are to make the sign of the 

holy cross and say: 
C God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit watch over me. Amen. 
P Then, kneeling or standing, say the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If 

you wish, you may in addition recite this little prayer as well: 
C I give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear 

Son, that you have protected me through the night from all harm and 
danger. I ask that you would also protect me today from sin and all 
evil, so that my life and actions may please you. Into your hands I com-
mend myself: my body, my soul, and all that is mine. Let your holy an-
gel be with me, so that the wicked foe may have no power over me. 
Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
Please stand as you are able. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL: LUKE 15:1-3, 11B-32 
Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned it. 
The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older brother 
who believed it was his obedience that earned his place in the father’s home. 
1Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus, 2but the Phari-

sees and scribes began to complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 3So to them Jesus addressed this parable: 11“A man had two 
sons, 12and the younger son said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of your 
estate that should come to me.’ So the father divided the property between 
them. 13After a few days, the younger son collected all his belongings and set off 
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to a distant country where he squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipa-
tion. 14When he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that coun-
try, and he found himself in dire need. 15So he hired himself out to one of the 
local citizens who sent him to his farm to tend the swine. 16And he longed to eat 
his fill of the pods on which the swine fed, but nobody gave him any. 17Coming 
to his senses he thought, ‘How many of my father’s hired workers have more 
than enough food to eat, but here am I, dying from hunger. 18I shall get up and 
go to my father and I shall say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you. 19I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as you 
would treat one of your hired workers.”’ 20So he got up and went back to his fa-
ther. While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him, and was 
filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. 21His 
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no 
longer deserve to be called your son.’ 22But his father ordered his servants, 
‘Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. 23Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us cele-
brate with a feast, 24because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life 
again; he was lost, and has been found.’ Then the celebration began. 25Now the 
older son had been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the house, 
he heard the sound of music and dancing. 26He called one of the servants and 
asked what this might mean. 27The servant said to him, ‘Your brother has re-
turned and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him 
back safe and sound.’ 28He became angry, and when he refused to enter the 
house, his father came out and pleaded with him. 29He said to his father in re-
ply, ‘Look, all these years I served you and not once did I disobey your orders; 
yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends. 30But 
when your son returns who swallowed up your property with prostitutes, for 
him you slaughter the fattened calf.’ 31He said to him, ‘My son, you are here 
with me always; everything I have is yours. 32But now we must celebrate and 
rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost 
and has been found.’” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated. 
 

SERMON PASTOR ANDREW C. PATTY 

HYMN OF THE DAY Our Father, We Have Wandered ELW HYMN 606 
Please remain seated during the hymn. 
 

INSTALLATION OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS see insert 
 

P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
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C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 

A Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the 
church, for people in need, and for all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
A God of abundant grace, guide your church to look upon people as you look upon 

them, with compassion and as deserving of mercy. Shape us to be worthy am-
bassadors of Christ. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Bestow dignity on migrant and seasonal farm and factory workers. When the 

time comes for them to leave jobs, provide new ways for them to make a liveli-
hood. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Inspire musicians and poets to point to your unfathomable beauty and creativi-

ty. Enhance our vision of your holiness through their works. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
A Protect and preserve all people who look to you to be their source of healing, es-

pecially Rhonda Webb, Susan Fitz, Russell Winsor, Jane Velen, and Barbara 
Apps. Be their respite from trouble, and give them hope. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Erase the pain of trauma and the shame and stigma of social contempt. Change 

the hearts of those who bully or mistreat others, and heal broken relationships. 
Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Protect and encourage the congregations of St. John Lutheran in Kensington, 

Zion Lutheran in Phillipsburg, Emmanuel Lutheran in Stuttgart, and American 
Lutheran in Smith Center, Kansas, and The Bridge in St. Charles, Missouri. 
Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
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A Bless Larry McGinnis, Naomi Walker, Mike Andrews, and Lucille Brill as they 
celebrate their birthdays, Chuck Sodergren, Bill Walker, Jerry Chelson, How-
ard Reece, and Rhonda Webb as they remember their baptisms, and Don & Lin-
da Longren as they celebrate their wedding anniversary. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P Invite your whole company of saints into eternal, joyful feasting. When we ques-

tion your abundant mercy, soften our hearts to receive the gifts of faith and 
love. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways; 

through the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY  Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Generous God, you feed us with the harvest of the land, and you provide for our 

every need. Receive our gifts of money, imagination, and labor, and transform 
them into a feast that welcomes all, in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest. 

C Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare 
with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come 
to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Christ has prepared the feast. Come to the table where all are welcomed home. 
Please be seated. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

We invite all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior to share with us in Holy 
Communion. All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s table. White grape juice is available as 
an alternative to wine. Everyone is invited forward to receive communion or a blessing. 
Hands cupped open indicate an openness to receive communion; hands closed reflect a desire 
to receive a blessing. 
We have gluten-free communion wafers available. If gluten-free is your preference, please let 
the pastor know when you are at the communion rail. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS Just As I Am, without One Plea ELW HYMN 592 
 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling ELW HYMN 608 

Please stand as you are able. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Welcome to worship at Trinity! 
Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope that you, 
members and visitors, found the Spirit of God in our midst. 
If you are interested in becoming a member of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, or have other questions, please 
contact the church office at 785.233.0767 

Date       Greeter(s) Usher(s) Musicians Lector Acolyte Altar Guild
Coffee 
Hosts

Assisting 
Minister

Presiding 
Minister

March 31, 
2019

Martha 
Nemeth

Duane 
Pomeroy

Laurie 
Jackson

Diane 
Bottorff

Ted 
Murphy

Janeen 
Horton & 
Team 2

Rick & 
Janice 

Greenlee

Mary 
Heald

Pr. Andrew 
Patty

April 7, 
2019

Dorothy 
Strom

Bob Horton
Laurie 

Jackson
Walt 

Laughlin
Rosie 

Nichols

Charlotte 
Blenden & 

Team 3

Carol 
Marker

Ted 
Murphy

Pr. Andrew 
Patty

Worship Assistants

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing, turning 
our emptiness into joy. Filled with your abundant grace, send us now to be min-
isters of reconciliation, mending broken hearts, working for justice, and striving 
for peace among all people, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

P God, who fills the creation with abundance, Christ, who spreads his arms in for-
giveness, Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, ☩ bless you and bring you to 
life everlasting. 

C Amen. 

SENDING HYMN My Life Flows On in Endless Song ELW HYMN 763 

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 

Today, Mar. 31 ........................... Adult Sunday School ................................. 9:15 AM 
 ............................................Worship with Holy Communion ...................... 10:30 AM 
 ................................. 5th Sunday Special for Camp Tomah Shinga ...........................  

Mon., Apr. 1 ...................................... Women’s AA ........................................ 5:00 PM 

Tues., Apr. 2 ......................................... Quilters ........................................... 9:00 AM 

Wed., Apr. 3 ............................ Evening Prayer Worship .............................. 5:15 PM
 ........................................... Luther’s Small Catechism Study ....................... 5:45 PM 
 ........................................................... Women’s AA ........................................ 5:30 PM 

Thurs., Apr. 4 ...................................... Men’s AA .......................................... 7:00 PM 

Fri. Apr. 5 ............................... Evening Prayer Worship .............................. 5:15 PM 

Sunday, Apr. 7 ........................... Adult Sunday School ................................. 9:15 AM 
 ............................................... Favorite Hymn Sing-Along .......................... 10:15 AM 
 ............................................Worship with Holy Communion ...................... 10:30 AM 
 ................................................... Blood Pressure Checks ...................... after worship 

Date General Other

Total Weekly 

Income

Average 

Weekly 

Expense

Weekly Income 

Minus Average 

Weekly 

Expense

Attendance/ 

Communion

Mar. 3
Mar. 10 $5,971.00 $120.00 $6,091.00 -$2,648.00 $3,443.00 42/37
Mar. 17 $1,613.00 $272.00 $1,885.00 -$2,648.00 -$763.00 46/40
Mar. 24 $1,181.00 $75.00 $1,256.00 -$2,648.00 -$1,392.00 47/45

Income Expense Behind/Ahead

Feb. 2019 $13,165.96 -$10,912.91 $2,253.05
Jan. - Feb. $20,870.45 -$17,181.86 $3,688.59

OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS

The money shown in the “Other” column is restricted and not available for our general fund.

Snow Day - No Service

Trinity Treat Day at Baker School of Nursing is April 12. We will be treating 48 
May graduates as they take a final exam on that day. Bring your donation of treats 
to the kitchen on Sunday, April 7. 



16 

 
 

 The mission of 

 Trinity Evangelical  
 Lutheran Church 
 is to 

 

•  worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
•  serve those in need, and 
•  reach out to share the Good News of salvation through  
 Jesus Christ! 

 
Together in Community • Living with Christ • Caring for Neighbors 

 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 

Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 
Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday 
Noon to 5:00 PM Wednesday 
Telephone: (785) 233-0767 

Pr. Andrew C. Patty _________________ 423-748-9922 

President Diane Bottorff _____________________ 271-7131 Bob Horton _________________________ 640-5345 

Vice President Mary Heald __________________ 221-2790 Curt Lewis _________________________ 286-2728 

Secretary Laurie Jackson ____________________ 224-9683 Dean McGinnis _____________________ 272-0255 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman ____________________ 478-0381 Ted Murphy ________________________ 817-0372 

Congregation Council 


