
  

When the angels had 
left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, 
“Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 

Luke 2:15 
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1st Sunday in Advent December 1, 2019 
Advent Setting 

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings 
Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the 
Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy moun-
tain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised 
day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the 
word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 

HYMN SING-ALONG 

WHEN PEACE LIKE A RIVER .................................................................... ELW 785 
WHAT A FELLOWSHIP, WHAT A JOY DIVINE .......................................... ELW 774 
DAY BY DAY ............................................................................................... ELW 790 
GATHER US IN .......................................................................................... ELW 532 

PRELUDE 

GATHERING 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OPENING PRAYER Please stand as you are able. 
C God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the com-

ing of your Son. Remove those things which hinder our love of you, 
that when Christ comes, he may find us waiting in awe and wonder for 
him who lives and reigns with God the Father and the Holy Spirit, One 
God, now and forever more. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P Shout for joy, all of the heavens and earth rejoice for this news! The glory of the 

Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it. For as it was promised by our 
forefathers. 

C Rejoice! Shout for joy! See our king is coming. He is righteous and 
brings salvation to the whole of the earth. 

P The voice of the messenger echoes from the desert, calling us to prepare the way 
of the Lord and to make a path on which he may come into our lives. Let us con-
fess our sins, so that our crooked paths may lead us straight to your humble 
resting place with Christ. 

P Gracious Lord Jesus, 
C you come to us with the good news of salvation, but too often we fail to 

notice. You come to us day by day, yet we close the doors of our hearts 
when it seems convenient to do things our own way. We ignore your 
presence in our lives and the ways you lead us in moments of need. We 
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have failed to act justly, to love with mercy, and to walk humbly just as 
you did. Forgive us, merciful Lord. May we live so that the world will 
know that you have come. Amen. 

P In the example of John the Baptist, we hear the promise of the Lord that is to 
come and his warning: “Change your hearts and lives today! Here comes the 
kingdom of heaven!” (Matthew 3:2) I therefore declare yours sins are forgiven in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ELW 254 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
Advent One: 
P We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. Advent stands for 

the coming of our Lord. We are preparing ourselves for the days when the na-
tions shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more. (Isaiah 2:4) 

 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us 

from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Please be seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 2:1-5 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establish-
es a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping 
community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!” 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 2In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the LORD! 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 122 Sung responsively 

1I was glad when they | said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.” 
2Now our | feet are standing 
  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
3Jerusalem is built | as a city 
  that is at unity | with itself; 
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. 
5For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the | house of David. 
6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
  “May they pros- | per who love you. 
7Peace be with- | in your walls 
  and quietness with- | in your towers. 
8For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
  I pray for | your prosperity. 
9Because of the house of the | LORD our God, 
  I will seek to | do you good.” 
 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 13:11-14 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of 
Christ’s coming in the future. 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 24:37-44 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep 
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, 
and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 37“As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of 
the Son of Man. 38In those days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marry-
ing and giving in marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark. 39They did not know 
until the flood came and carried them all away. So will it be also at the coming of the 
Son of Man. 40Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
42Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come. 43Be 
sure of this: if the master of the house had known the hour of night when the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his house be broken into. 44So too, you 
also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.” 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated. 

SERMON PASTOR ANDREW PATTY 
HYMN OF THE DAY Savior of the Nations, Come ELW HYMN 263 
Please stand for the final verse of the hymn. 
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MAGNIFICAT 
P In the words of Mary, let us proclaim our joy in the coming of Christ. 
C My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God 

my Savior; for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. From this 
day all generations will call me blessed: the Almighty has done great 
things for me, and holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear 
him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, he has 
cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent 
away empty. He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has 
remembered his promise of mercy. The promise he made to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his children forever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 
THE PRAYERS 
A Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
A Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, the church cries to you. 

Strengthen the church in the land of Jesus’ birth. Wherever Christians gather, 
empower them to proclaim love and defy the powers of sin and evil. Hear us, O 
God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, your creation cries to you. 

Sustain the balance of all living things. Protect the earth from drought, bitter 
cold, eroding coastlines, and fires and floods, that the earth may flourish. Hear 
us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, the nations cry to you. 

Bring justice to the marginalized, courage to peacemakers, wisdom to leaders, 
and hope to generations who have only known conflict, oppression, or poverty. 
Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, your people cry to you. 

Comfort those separated from loved ones by distance, estrangement, or loss. Be 
of help and comfort for Michelle Wolf as she struggles with health and employ-
ment issues. Help us as we care for others and rely on others’ care. Hear us, O 
God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
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A Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, Sargent’s Chapel and 
Sedgewickville Lutheran in Sedgewickville, and St. Mark Lutheran in Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, and Bethany College in Lindsborg, Kansas cry to you. 
Guide our worship, service, and outreach, that our hearts and hands may be 
opened in generosity toward others. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, we cry to you for blessings 

on Junior Utech as he celebrates his birthday and Julie Reeves as she remem-
bers her baptism. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Lord God, you have surrounded us with so great a cloud of witnesses. Grant 

that we be encouraged by the example of your servant Charles Dutt that we 
may share in your eternal joy with all the saints in heaven. Bless and support 
the family and friends of this saint as they celebrate his life. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, we remember those whose 

days on earth have ended, who live now in your eternal love. Remind us of their 
faithful witness, that their example might inspire our daily living. Hear us, O 
God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that 

in each day and hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. 
C Amen. 
 
The Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 
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PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

OFFERING Please stand as you are able. 
OFFERTORY 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Giver of every good thing, we set before you the gifts that you have already giv-

en to sustain our lives and to share with others. Help us to be good stewards of 
the earth and all that is in it, and let our lives be a testimony to the abundant 
feast you prepare for all who hunger. 

C Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
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Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Re-
deemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of 
grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We 
look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
C Come among us. 
P Bless this meal. 
C May your Word take flesh in us. 
P Awaken your people. 
C Fill us with your light. 
P Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C Come, Holy Spirit. 
P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Pow-

er of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. Feast at the banquet of hope and love. 
Please be seated. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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We invite all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior to share with us in Holy 
Communion. All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s table. White grape juice is available as 
an alternative to wine. Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing. Hands 
cupped open indicate a desire to receive communion; hands closed reflect a desire to receive a 
blessing. We now have gluten-free communion wafers available. If gluten-free is your prefer-
ence, please let the pastor know when you are at the communion rail. 

COMMUNION HYMNS Eat This Bread ELW HYMN 472 
 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence ELW HYMN 490 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A God of abundance, we give you thanks that in this holy meal you have invited 

us to feast with you and one another. May the taste of your love remain with us, 
and may our words and our work in your name invite others into your bountiful 
grace. Send us from your table to proclaim your presence, even as we await the 
glorious coming of Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P May God, who gathers us in love, lead you in pathways of righteousness and 

justice. May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, lead you 
in pathways of forgiveness and freedom. May God, who fills us with good things, 
lead you in pathways of equity and abundance. The blessing of the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN The King Shall Come ELW 260 
 
DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Date       Greeter(s) Usher(s) Musicians Lector Acolyte Altar Guild
Coffee 
Hosts

Assisting 
Minister

Presiding 
Minister

December 
1, 2019

Julie Reeves
Dean 

McGinnis
Laurie 

Jackson
Marcy 

Carlson
Cindy 

McGinnis
Team 2 Ted Quast

Ted 
Murphy

Pr. Andrew 
Patty

December 
8, 2019

Dorothy 
Strom

David 
McGinnis

Mitchell 
Bean

LaVell 
Winsor

Laurie 
Jackson

Team 2

Donna 
Allen, 

Marilyn 
Heckman, 

& Carol 
Marker

Vickie 
Jacobs

Pr. Andrew 
Patty

December 
15, 2019

Walt & 
Helen 

Laughlin

Duane 
Pomeroy

Laurie 
Jackson

Shelley 
Andrews

Ted 
Murphy

Team 2
Howard & 

Loni Reece
Mary 
Heald

Pr. Andrew 
Patty

December 
22, 2019

Vickie 
Jacobs

Ted Murphy
Laurie 

Jackson
Diane 

Bottorff
Duane 

Pomeroy
Team 2

Bob & Pam 
Kobbeman

Bob 
Horton

Pr. Andrew 
Patty

December 
29, 2019

Chuck 
Sodergren

Diane 
Bottorff

Mitchell 
Bean

Marcy 
Carlson

Cindy 
McGinnis

Team 2
Don & 

Charlotte 
O'Brien

Walt 
Laughlin

Pr. Andrew 
Patty

Worship Assistants

Welcome to worship at Trinity! 
Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope that you, 
members and visitors, found the Spirit of God in our midst. 
If you are interested in becoming a member of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, or have other questions, please 
contact the church office at 785.233.0767 
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Date General Other

Total Weekly 

Income

Average 

Weekly 

Expense

Weekly Income 

Minus Average 

Weekly 

Expense

Attendance/ 

Communion

Nov. 3 $3,900.28 $120.00 $4,020.28 -$2,648.00 $1,372.28 43/43
Nov. 10 $2,232.00 $95.00 $2,327.00 -$2,648.00 -$321.00 45/44
Nov. 17 $938.00 $582.75 $1,520.75 -$2,648.00 -$1,127.25 38/36
Nov. 24 $1,855.00 $142.00 $1,997.00 -$2,648.00 -$651.00 44/43

Income Expense Behind/Ahead

Oct 2019 $10,081.95 -$20,727.61 -$10,645.66
Jan. - Oct $100,689.86 -$116,755.04 -$16,065.18

OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS

The money shown in the “Other” column is restricted and not available for our general fund.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 

Today, Dec. 1 .............................. Adult Sunday School ............................... 9:15 AM 
 ...................................................... Hymn Sing Along ................................ 10:15 AM 
 ........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM 
 .................................................. Blood Pressure Checks ...................... after worship 

Mon., Dec. 2 ....................................... Women’s AA ...................................... 5:00 PM 

Tues., Dec. 3 ......................................... Quilters .......................................... 9:00 AM 
 ......................................................... TLHA meeting .................................... 7:00 PM 

Wed., Dec. 4 ....................................... Women’s AA ...................................... 5:30 PM 
 ................................... Mary & Martin Advent Worship & Study ............... 6:30 PM 

Thurs., Dec. 5 ...................................... Men’s AA ......................................... 7:00 PM 

Sunday, Dec. 18 .......................... Adult Sunday School ............................... 9:15 AM 
 ........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM 

Charles Leslie Dutt, 93, died November 21, 2019. Charles was a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Topeka, Kansas and later at Resurrection Lutheran Church in 
Plano, TX. He is survived by his wife Dorothy (Flower Mound, TX), daughter Mari-
anne Steele (Flower Mound, TX), grandchildren, brother Wendell Dutt (Tacoma, 
WA), and many nieces and nephews living throughout the United States. He is pre-
ceded in death by brothers Jim Dutt and John Dutt. His son Steven Dutt also pre-
ceded him in death at the early age of 15 and is now reunited with him in Heaven. 
A graveside memorial service to celebrate and remember Charles was held on No-
vember 29, 2019 in the Mount Hope Cemetery & Funeral Chapel. Pr. Andrew con-
ducted the service. 
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Poinsettias 2019 

We are taking orders for poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary during the St. Lucia 
and Christmas Eve worship services. To purchase a poinsettia, please put this com-
pleted form in the offering plate or mail to the church office. You may take your 
plants home with you after worship on Christmas Eve to enjoy during the holidays. 
 

Your name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone number: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

The cost per plant delivered to the church will be $8.00. 
 

Please include payment with order if possible. Make check payable to Trinity 
Lutheran Church, with the memo line reading “poinsettias”. 

The deadline for orders is Wednesday, December 4th. 
 

In the worship folder, I would like the gift to be noted as (please check one 
and fill in the blank): 
 

____ in honor of (event, organization or living person): 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

____ in memory of (someone who has died): 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

____ to the Glory of God (a general thanksgiving) 

____ Please do not list me in the worship folder. 
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Mary and Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exploring Lutheran Views on the Mother of God 
6:30 pm Every Wednesday during Advent 
December 4, December 11, December 18 

During Advent, we will be reviving our midweek sessions as we await the 
coming of Christ. Our theme for this Advent study season will focus on the 
theological foundations of what Lutherans thought of Mary’s place within 
our faith tradition and what it means for us today. We will balance the past 
and the present by looking at some historical documents and statements of 
our church in comparison with reflections from various present ELCA clergy 
persons. 

We will gather in the sanctuary at 6:30 for a time of worship, then go down-
stairs to Fellowship Hall for Bible study and refreshments. Those that are 
attending are asked to bring one snack item (bag of chips, cookies, etc.) to 
share with the group. 
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St. Lucia Celebration 
Julbord Dinner 

Christmas Potluck Dinner with Swedish Sweets 
Friday, December 13, 5:30 pm 

Ham will be provided as the main serving. We are asking members to bring side 
dishes and desserts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

St. Lucia Day Candlelight Service 

6:30 pm 

After the meal, we will gather in the sanctuary for a traditional Swedish Christ-
mas service with candlelight and hymns. In Sweden, St. Lucia is the major holiday 
celebration for all Lutheran churches and we are delighted to bring back this 
tradition to our congregation. 

Please invite your friends and family to this evening of fellowship and worship. 
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 The mission of 

 Trinity Evangelical  
 Lutheran Church 
 is to 

 

•  worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
•  serve those in need, and 
•  reach out to share the Good News of salvation through  
 Jesus Christ! 

 
Together in Community • Living with Christ • Caring for Neighbors 

 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 

Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 
Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday 
Noon to 5:00 PM Wednesday 
Telephone: (785) 233-0767 

Pr. Andrew C. Patty _________________ 423-748-9922 

President Diane Bottorff _____________________ 271-7131 Bob Horton _________________________ 640-5345 

Vice President Mary Heald __________________ 221-2790 Curt Lewis _________________________ 286-2728 

Secretary Laurie Jackson ____________________ 224-9683 Dean McGinnis _____________________ 272-0255 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman ____________________ 478-0381 Ted Murphy ________________________ 817-0372 

Congregation Council 


