
  

When the angels had 
left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, 
“Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 

Luke 2:15 
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1st Sunday in Advent November 29, 2020 
Advent Setting 

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us 
in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an appar-
ently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the 
coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not 
like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God 
loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 

PRELUDE 

During this Advent season, we would like to bring the celebration of the season into your 
homes through our preludes. Please join us and play your bells during our prelude before the 
worship service begins. We will give suggested patterns of play during the music. 

AWAKE! AWAKE, AND GREET THE NEW MORN 

GATHERING 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OPENING PRAYER  
P God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the coming of your 

Son. Remove those things which hinder our love of you, that when Christ comes, 
he may find us waiting in awe and wonder for him who lives and reigns with 
God the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever more. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 
C Amen. 
P Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God de-

sires. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Loving and forgiving God, 
C we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, 

we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not 
loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore 
us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in 
the light of Christ. Amen. 

P People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiv-
en, and you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the 
peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love,☩ comforted by 
Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN My Lord, What a Morning ELW 438 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
Advent One: 
P We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. Advent stands for 

the coming of our Lord. We are preparing ourselves for the days when the na-
tions shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more. (Isaiah 2:4) 

 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 



5 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken 

us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the com-
ing of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 64:1-9 
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt 
Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. 
Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—
to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Spoken responsively 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
4O LORD God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 

SECOND READING: 1ST CORINTHIANS 1:3-9 
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has 
already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the 
coming day of the Lord. 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the re-
vealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 
you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL: MARK 13:24-37 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory 
to end all suffering. 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 
27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he 
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.” 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Sermon Pastor Andrew Patty 
HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW HYMN 244 
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MAGNIFICAT 
P In the words of Mary, let us proclaim our joy in the coming of Christ. 
C My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God 

my Savior; for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. From this 
day all generations will call me blessed: the Almighty has done great 
things for me, and holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear 
him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, he has 
cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent 
away empty. He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has 
remembered his promise of mercy. The promise he made to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his children forever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

THE PRAYERS 
A God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary 

world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
A brief silence. 
A We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your 

call for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you 
draw near. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted 

waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. 
Renew the face of the earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the 

world. Fill them with compassion and the power to respond with justice for 
those who are oppressed, with welcome for those who are excluded, and with 
relief for those who suffer. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without 

homes facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, 
and for those in poverty or facing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain 
their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depres-

sion, anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other illnesses, especially Lucille 
Brill, Don Longren, and Duane Pomeroy. Ease their suffering and support them 
when they struggle. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
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A We pray for the ministries of Sargent’s Chapel and Sedgewickville Lutheran in 
Sedgewickville and St. Mark Lutheran in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, and Betha-
ny College in Lindsborg, Kansas. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A We pray to you for blessings on Junior Utech as he celebrates his birthday and 

Eleanor Jewell as she remembers her baptism. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
A We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for jus-

tice, peace, or healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are 
known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your re-
deeming work. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
The Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

OFFERTORY 

The bells of waiting Advent ring, 
a song in winter's darkest night, 
yet listen to the tale they tell 
earth waits for Christ from glory bright. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every sea-

son. Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your 
blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

C Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Re-
deemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of 
grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We 
look with hope for his coming. All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, 
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Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 

In this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, 
strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill 

you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,☩ now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 

Today, Nov. 29 ................ Online Worship with Holy Communion ........... 10:30 AM 

Mon., Nov. 30 . Watch Facebook for posts from fellow Lutheran ministries ............  

Tues., Dec. 1 .......... 40 Day Journey with Martin Luther on Facebook ..... 6:30 PM 

Wed., Dec. 2 .................................... Hearing the Hymns ...........................................  

Thurs., Dec. 3 ..................... Midweek Prayer Service on Zoom .................. 6:30 PM 

Sunday, Dec. 6 .............................. 2nd Sunday of Advent .........................................  
 ........................................ Online Worship with Holy Communion ........... 10:30 AM 

Date General Other

Total 
Weekly 
Income

Average 
Weekly 
Expense

Weekly 
Income 
Minus 

Average 
Weekly 
Expense

Attendance/ 
Communion

Nov. 1 $1,135.80 $0.00 $1,135.80 -$2,792.00 -$1,656.20 0
Nov. 8 $1,600.00 $0.00 $1,600.00 -$2,792.00 -$1,192.00 0
Nov. 15 $1,640.00 $0.00 $1,640.00 -$2,792.00 -$1,152.00 0
Nov. 22 $1,570.00 $715.00 $2,285.00 -$2,792.00 -$507.00 0

Income Expense Behind/Ahead
Oct 2020 $5,920.00 -$11,832.60 -$5,912.60
Jan. - Oct $96,843.80 -$102,467.04 -$5,623.24

OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS

The money in the November 22nd (Thanksgiving Sunday) “other” column is desig-
nated for Doorstep’s food pantry to help our neighbors in need during this holiday 
season. 
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 The mission of 

 Trinity Evangelical  
 Lutheran Church 
 is to 

 

•  worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
•  serve those in need, and 
•  reach out to share the Good News of salvation through  
 Jesus Christ! 

 
Together in Community • Living with Christ • Caring for Neighbors 

 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 

Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 
Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday 
Noon to 5:00 PM Wednesday 
Telephone: (785) 233-0767 

Pr. Andrew C. Patty _________________ 423-748-9922 

President Diane Bottorff _____________________ 271-7131 Bob Horton _________________________ 640-5345 

Vice President Mary Heald __________________ 221-2790 Curt Lewis _________________________ 286-2728 

Secretary Laurie Jackson ____________________ 224-9683 Dean McGinnis _____________________ 272-0255 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman ____________________ 478-0381 Ted Murphy ________________________ 817-0372 

Congregation Council 


