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3rd Sunday of Lent March 7, 2021 
LBW Setting 3 for Lent 

The third covenant in our Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift of the 
law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments say that because God alone has 
freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our 
lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God 
alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten 
Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God’s liberating love, we 
strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the world. 

PRELUDE 

GATHERING 

ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he 
gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN There in God’s Garden 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God ☩, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act coura-
geously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom 
that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

WORD 

FIRST LESSON: EXODUS 20:1-17 
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how 
to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of wor-
ship. Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, 
fidelity, and respect for life, family, and property. 
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A The First Lesson is from the twentieth chapter of Exodus. 
1God spoke all these words: 
  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is 
in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God 
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and 
the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the 
LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall 
not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your 
livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 
therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you. 
  13You shall not murder. 
  14You shall not commit adultery. 
  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 

A Here ends the reading. 
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PSALM 19 Spoken responsively 
1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
2One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of 
the world, 
  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it 
again; 
  nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion 
over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable 
in your sight, 
  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 
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SECOND LESSON: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25 
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that 
God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such foolishness 
and weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified. 
A The Second Lesson is from the first chapter of 1st Corinthians 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom 
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the fool-
ishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs 
and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

A Here ends the reading. 
 

GOSPEL: JOHN 2:13-22 
Jesus attacks the business of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When chal-
lenged, he responds mysteriously, with a prediction of his own death and resurrection. In the 
midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed. 
P The Holy Gospel according to John, the second chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
P 13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the 

temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 
seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the 
doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-
place!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for do-
ing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for 
forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of 
the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples re-
membered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word 
that Jesus had spoken. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON PASTOR ANDREW C. PATTY 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Canticle of the Turning 
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NICENE CREED 
P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Creed 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-
gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified un-
der Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is wor-
shiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe 
in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Bap-
tism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
A Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all 

in need. 
A brief silence. 
A There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people 

place their trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, 
so our words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the 

struggle for clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on 
healthy ecosystems; give all people the willingness to repent when our way of 
life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness 

of your peace and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legis-
lators, judicial systems, and systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing 
and freedom of all. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
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A Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulner-
able and give courage to all who are suffering, especially Don O’Brien, Helen 
Laughlin, Linda Longren, and Martha Nemeth. Defend victims of crime and 
bring redemption to those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all 
who labor. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great. 
P You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and 

our leaders, so that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. 
Clear out anything in our common life that would obscure the gospel or that 
serves our own interests. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Your blessings upon us are great and everlasting. We thank you for the bless-

ings bestowed upon Bob Kobbeman as he celebrates his birthday and upon Alex 
Nichols as he remembers his baptism. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P We ask for your blessings of strength and mercy on the congregations of  Gar-

field Lutheran in Garfield, St. Martin Lutheran in Kansas City, and New Hope 
Lutheran in Onaga, and the Bethany House of Studies, Lindsborg as they carry 
out the work of the church. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for all 

the martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same 
trust in life and in death. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P Let us pray. Blessed are you. 
C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your ser-
vice and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you 
have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you 
C and also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them up to God. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right and good that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid 
your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Re-
new our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs 
to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heav-
en, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and great is 
the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. Having come 
into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and accomplished our salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his command, his life-giving Passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again, we give 
thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, but as we are able; and we 
implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving, and, with your 



12 

Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of 
bread and wine; that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son 
may be filled with heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints. 
All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in your holy 
Church, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 
C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. Amen 

P The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the 
godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform 
our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  Lift High the Cross
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 

Today, Mar. 7 ................. Online Worship with Holy Communion ........... 10:30 AM 

Mon., Mar. 8 ............................... Church Council on Zoom ......................... 6:00 PM 

Wed., Mar. 10 .................................. HOT NIA Meeting .............................. 6:30 PM 

Thurs., Mar. 4 ............................ Midweek Zoom Meeting .......................... 6:30 PM 

Sunday, Mar. 14 ............. Online Worship with Holy Communion ........... 10:30 AM 

Date General Other

Total 
Weekly 
Income

Average 
Weekly 
Expense

Weekly 
Income 
Minus 

Average 
Weekly 
Expense

Attendance/ 
Communion

Feb. 7 $2,975.00 $125.00 $3,100.00 -$2,792.00 $308.00 0
Feb. 14 $1,500.00 $155.00 $1,655.00 -$2,792.00 -$1,137.00 0
Feb. 21 $1,940.00 $1,790.00 $3,730.00 -$2,792.00 $938.00 0
Feb. 28 $3,530.00 $2,940.00 $6,470.00 -$2,792.00 $3,678.00 0

Income Expense Behind/Ahead
Jan 2021 $16,813.23 -$9,585.22 $7,228.01
Jan. - Jan $16,813.23 -$9,585.22 $7,228.01

OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God 
 

POSTLUDE 

Mark your calendars! Join Camp Tomah Shinga on April 17th for a fun-filled day 
at their Annual Auction! This year, the auction will include quilts, custom wood-
working pieces, game tickets, paintings, and weekend stays in Colorado cabins. All 
proceeds of the auction will go to the fund for camper scholarships. Every dollar 
given to Tomah Shinga that day will be matched dollar for dollar up to $15,000! Be 
sure to watch our Facebook page for updates. Contact Megan at meg-
wher@gmail.com with questions. Absentee bids available. 



15 



16 

 
 

 The mission of 

 Trinity Evangelical  
 Lutheran Church 
 is to 

 

•  worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
•  serve those in need, and 
•  reach out to share the Good News of salvation through  
 Jesus Christ! 

 
Together in Community • Living with Christ • Caring for Neighbors 

 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 

Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 
Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday 
Telephone: (785) 233-0767 

Pr. Andrew C. Patty _________________ 423-748-9922 

President Curt Lewis ________________________ 633-6661 Treasurer Bob Kobbeman ____________ 478-0381 

Vice President Ted Murphy __________________ 817-0372 Laurie Jackson ______________________ 224-9683 

Secretary Shelley Andrews ___________________ 554-3005 Howard Reece _______________________ 221-8992 

Congregation Council 


