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J am the vine, ye are the branches.

May 2, 2021



5th Sunday of Easter May 2, 2021
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 2

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine.
Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding
described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living
and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the
branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

PRELUDE

GATHERING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER

P Christ is Risen!

C The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!

P Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let all the trees of the forest
sing for joy. Let all creation rejoice before the Lord! Alleluia! Alleluia!

C Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ, who in your self-emptying love gath-
ered up and reconciled all creation to the Father. In all the galaxies of
the heavens, we worship you. For all the creatures that grace the
earth, we rejoice in you. In the deepest seas, we adore the work of your
hand. And with all of them, we give you praise, grant that we may cher-
ish the earth, our home, and live in harmony with this good creation,
for you live and reign with the Father and Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, the fountain of living water, the rock
who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.

C Amen.

P Let us come into the light, the revealing and healing light of God.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P God of grace and glory,

C you have brought us through the night of sin into the light of Jesus’
resurrection. Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin. Make us alive in
Christ, O God. Make us new as you make all things new. Rescue us
from evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in grace, and restore us to liv-
ing in your holiness, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.



Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! The light of the risen Christ puts

to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen, casts
out hate, brings peace, and humbles earthly pride. Jesus Christ loves you and
* frees you from your sins by his blood. To him be glory and dominion forever

and ever!
C Amen.
GATHERING HYMN We Know That Christ Is Raised ELW 449
ﬁi’ e = — | —r —
5 . = et g .
1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in his  sav - ing death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life and  grows
. : o r ) : ;\1_ f ! T .
=== —=————==——
Em-braced by death, he broke its fear - ful hold,
Re - born, we share with him an Eas - ter life,
The Spir - it’s fis - sion shakes the church of God.
as Christ's new bod - y takes on flesh and blood.
0 H } : .
1 1 1 I
e e
A ' T t
and our de - spair he turned to blaz - ing  joy.
as liv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - ior  Christ.
Bap-tized, we live with God the Three in One.
The u - ni - verse re - stored and whole will sing:
n H e ; /,--——---.\
= A .  m =
| ] 1 | |
= ST, ST ' '
Hal - le - Iu - jah!




P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray. O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we can-
not live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love
and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: ACTS 8:26-40

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African
home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the
gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up
and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace,
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusa-
lem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.”
30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do
you understand what you are reading?” 3'He replied, “How can I, unless someone
guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of
the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaugh-
ter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33In his
humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is
taken away from the earth.” 3¢The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask
you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good
news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water;
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being bap-
tized?” 33He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eu-
nuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 3When they came up out
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 4°But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as
he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns
until he came to Caesarea.

L The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.



PsALM 22:25-31 Spoken responsively
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly;

I will perform my vows in the sight of those who hear the LORD.
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied,

Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27A1l the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;

all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28For dominion belongs to the LORD,

who rules over the nations.
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
30Their descendants shall serve the LORD,

whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,

saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 4:7-21

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we
have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to
be matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love.

"Beloved, let us love one another, because love 1s from God; everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. 1°In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1Beloved,
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever
seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. 1#And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the
Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
and they abide in God. 6So we have known and believe the love that God has for
us. God 1s love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day
of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 8There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears
has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who
say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not
seen. 21'The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love
their brothers and sisters also.

L The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the fifteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: JOHN 15:1-8

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have
with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do
nothing.

Jesus said: 1“T am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes eve-
ry branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to
make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have
spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5] am
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. $Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for what-
ever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you
bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PR. ANDREW C. PATTY



HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! ELW 377
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Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
A Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers

before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

A
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God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you.
Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that
1t bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of cre-

ation, may we seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth for
life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assur-

ance of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those
they are called to serve. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your
love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs
of all, especially Helen Laughlin, Linda Longren, Don O’Brien, Liz Utech, and
Martha Nemeth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You give us joy to celebrate during our earthly life. Today we pray for Chance
Hutchison as he celebrates his birthday and Tom & Karen Arney as they cele-
brate their wedding anniversary. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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You give us the power and mercy to pray for others. Today we pray for Our Sav-
ior Lutheran in Jefferson City and Metro Lutheran Ministry in Kansas City,
Missouri, Cross of Glory Lutheran in Derby and Christ Lutheran in Eureka,
Kansas. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit. With them, may
our hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

THE PEACE

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Let us greet one another with God’s peace.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A

C

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive
our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffer-
ing world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

matavad

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glori-
ous resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

11



P4 ] )
e ———* —r— — o
£
L | [/ | - 74 & ©

J ' 1
Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
0 , . .
A — —5 - ) i e o e '
R i e S e £
J ' — — |
heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho - san-na in the
n J J
AP N N S I IR TS _
] & P — — = o
high -est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
Q | ! . ! - | T -, I | — -
(T E— — —— T wi—" —" T— ;
5 - =] — —
san-na in the high-estt. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

12



LAMB OF GOD
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

C Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satis-
fy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love
may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and

forever.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing PAGE 14
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A Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY

Sunday, May 9
Sunday, May 16

Sunday, May 16th is the day! We will gather together for worship in
our sanctuary. Be aware, we will meet with all safety precautions in
place: masks must be worn properly (both nose & mouth covered), physi-
cal distancing, no congregational singing (humming is OK), and commun-
ion wine and wafers will be distributed to seats along with bulletins prior
to worship. No Sunday school or coffee hour yet.

We will ask members to call ahead to reserve a place so we can distribute
bulletins and wine according to the number in your group.

Look for a lot more information in the May issue of Trinity Tidings.

Central States Synod Assembly  June 4-5, 2021

The Central States Synod will hold its annual assembly online
Sessions begin Friday evening and end Saturday afternoon

We need one man to volunteer to serve as our male delegate to the Synod assem-
bly; Monica Spencer has volunteered to serve as our female delegate. It will be
conducted via Zoom so travel is not an issue.

|OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly
Income Minus
Average Average
Total Weekly Weekly Weekly Attendance/
Date General Other Income Expense Expense Communion
Apr. 4 $1,274.00 $300.00 $1,5674.00 -$2,211.54 -$637.54 49
Apr. 11 $2,265.00 $209.25 $2,474.25 -$2,211.54 $262.71 28
Apr. 18 $1,145.00 $0.00 $1,145.00 -$2,211.54 -$1,066.54 0
Apr. 25 $1,776.22 $18.50 $1,794.72 -$2,211.54 -$416.82 0
Income Expense| Behind/Ahead
March 2021 $9,545.00( -$13,281.22 -$3,736.22
Jan. - Mar. $36,678.93 -$39,091.65 -$2,412.72
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The mission of
Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church

1s to

« worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
« serve those in need, and

« reach out to share the Good News of salvation through
Jesus Christ!

Together in Community Living with Christ ¢ Caring for Neighbors

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
725 SW Buchanan St. » Topeka, Kansas 66606

Phone: 785-233-0767 « Email: office@topekatlc.org
Website: trinitylutherantopeka.org

OFFICE HOURS

10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday, thru Thursday
Telephone: (785) 233-0767

Congregation Council

Pr. Andrew C. Patty 423-748-9922
President Diane Bottorff 785.271.7131 Shelley Andrews 785.272.3086
Vice President Ted Murphy 785.817.0372 Vickie Jacobs 785.379.5430
Secretary Monica Spencer 405.513.4430 Howard Reece 785.221.8992
Treasurer Bob Kobbeman 785.478.0381
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