
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan Street 
Topeka, Kansas 66606-1426 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

The mission of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is to: 

• worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

• serve those in need, and  

• reach out to share the Good News of salvation through Jesus 
Christ! 

    Together in Community 
     Living with Christ 
      Caring for Neighbors 

STAFF 

Pastor Andrew C. Patty 
pr_andrew@topekatlc.org 

Cindy McGinnis 
 Administrative Assistant 
office@topekatlc.org 

Laurie Jackson 
 Music Director 

Marcy Carlson 
 Custodian 
marcyrtpr@gmail.com 

OFFICE 

Trinity Hall, 725 SW Buchanan St. 
Office Hours: 10:00AM-3:30PM, Mon thru Thur. 
Telephone: (785) 233-0767 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sunday, 10:30am Holy Communion 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS 

Cancelled until further notice. 

Nothing prints in this area—barcode will be applied here. 
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“Salt is good; but if salt loses its 
saltiness, how will it become 
salty again? Maintain salt 
among yourselves and keep 
peace with each other.” -Mark 
9:50 

We often forget the importance 
of salt in the days of the disci-
ples. It was not only used to en-
hance the flavor of the food but 
was the primary means of pre-
serving food in the days before 
refrigeration. Salt could be 
worth its weight in gold in some 
parts of the Roman Empire un-
like how we spend pennies on 
the stuff and think nothing of 
accidentally spilling the shaker 
on our table. We just sweep it 
into the trash or some throw it 
over their shoulders for the 
more superstitious among us. If 
the Romans would see how we 
think of salt today, they cer-
tainly would have a heart at-
tack over how little regard we 
have for those little grains of 
flavor. 

Jesus in this passage is con-
fronting his disciples for creat-
ing rules about how to be a fol-
lower of Christ that Jesus did 
not approve. They were busy 
trying to make a name for 
themselves and setting up a 
church that worked according to 
man’s will, not God’s will. 
Therefore, Jesus reminds them 
that in their faith together, they 

must remember the roots of 
their faith. They must stay 
salty in their faith; they must 
stay true with their faith for the 
world to know them as follow-
ers of Christ. Another point of 
this metaphor to think about is 
not losing our saltiness, but 
what happens when we have 
too much salt. There always 
comes a point when the flavor 
that is added with salt gets lost. 
A point where you no longer are 
enjoying the food but reaching 
for a glass of water to clear your 
mouth of the mineral taste left 
from too much salt. Too much 
salt can create as much of a 
problem as having too little 
salt. Therefore, our challenge in 
our faith through this example 
is that we have to be mindful to 
always keep our faith at the 
center of our lives but at the 
same time, we must be open to 
accepting that our ways of prac-
ticing our faith need some vari-
ation. 

Therefore, these next two 
months we are going to try to 
connect with some of our pas-
sions in faith as a congregation 
and try other ways of praising 
God on Sunday. On the last 
Sundays of October and Novem-
ber, we will try new ways of 
worshiping together. On the 
last Sunday in October, (see 
page 2) we will be incorporating 

a less formal, family-friendly, 
and interactive worship service 
oriented toward the little ones 
in our congregation. Our care 
for the children in our congrega-
tion is always a highlight of our 
faith life when we can get all of 
our families together. This will 
hopefully we the start for think-
ing about creating more family 
focused Sundays next year. In 
November, the last Sunday will 
be oriented toward our service 
to our community. Or as we say 
in the ELCA, doing “God’s 
Work, Our Hands.” We will 
plan on having morning prayer 
at church and working with our 
food ministry on bringing much-
needed food to our neighbors 
during the holiday season. We 
have always had a deep passion 
for giving and serving our 
neighbors in need and if we en-
joy this way of being church, we 
might think about dedicating a 
Sunday each month to worship-
ing God in our action in the 
community. Therefore, may we 
take these two Sundays and ex-
plore our faith and how to wor-
ship as a community in new 
light; connecting the passions of 
our faith as a congregation with 
the worship of God.      

Peace of Christ, 
Rev. Andrew C. Patty 

Pastor’s Letter 

T r i n i t y  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  
T o p e k a ,  K S  
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October Celebrations 
Birthdays 
 3 Charles Hutchison 
 14 Marlene Hassan 
 16 Rosemary O’Neil 
 17 Tresa Johnson 
 23 Marilyn Heckman 
 26 Frank Visocsky 
 28 Charlotte O’Brien 
 

Baptisms 
 3 Loni Reece 
 7 Ella Bosch 
 15 Kade Welp 
 17 Ellen Irwin 
 18 Barbara Apps 
 19 Ted Murphy 
 20 Brooke Ralph 
 21 Collin Horton 
 26 Bob Horton 
 26 Curt Lewis 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 2 Hugh O’Neil & Loretta Hoerman 
 9 Bill & Marsha Ridinger 
 27 Frank & Glenda Visocsky 
 29 Don & Charlotte O’Brien 

October Readings 
October 3 — Nineteenth Sunday of Pentecost 
 Genesis 2:18-24 

Psalm 8 
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 
Mark 10:2-16 

 

October 10 — Twentieth Sunday of Pentecost 
 Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

Psalm 90:12-17 
Hebrews 4:12-16 
Mark 10:17-31 

 

October 17 — Twenty-first Sunday of Pentecost 
 Isaiah 53:4-12 

Psalm 91:9-16 
Hebrews 5:1-10 
Mark 10:35-45 

 

October 24 — Twenty-second Sunday of Pentecost 
 Jeremiah 31:70-9 

Psalm 126 
Hebrews 7:23-28 
Mark 10:46-52 

 

October 31 — Reformation Day 
 Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 46 
Romans 3:19-28 
John 8:31-36 
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Doorstep is planning how we will op-
erate our Christmas Store this year. 
We will adopt 260 households with 
800+ individuals from the Christmas 
Bureau as we do every year. How dis-
tribution will be handled is being 
planned, and we will update our mem-
ber congregations as we know more. 

We are now through the first quarter 
of our 55th Anniversary year, and do-
nations for the 55th Anniversary Fund 
to replace our HVAC have brought in 
over $31,000 so far. We feel incredibly 
blessed to have received this amount! 
We need at least another $129,000 to 
replace the HVAC system which is 

60+ years old. Anything over the 
HVAC amount will go to help more of 
our neighbors in need with basic 
needs such as rent and utility assis-
tance. We are asking our supporters 
to donate a minimum of $55 per per-
son towards our 55th Anniversary 
Fund… 

Please consider making your donation 
to Doorstep. You can mail donations 
to: Doorstep, Inc., 1119 SW 10th Ave, 
Topeka, KS 66604. You can also do-
nate through PayPal on our website: 
www.DoorstepTopeka.org under the 
Donate tab, note the anniversary fund 
with your donation. 

Doorstep News & Needs — October 2021 

Thank you to Barbara Apps for many 
years overseeing the prayer chain and 
most recently, thank you to LaVell 
Windsor. 
As technology changes, the prayer 
chain has changed too. It has become 
more of an ‘email prayer’ notification. 
If you have a prayer request, please 
call the church office and notify Pastor 
Andrew or Cindy. Pastor will then 
start the prayer request notification. If 
the concern is only for Pastor Andrew, 
please share that with him. 

If you’re not on the current prayer 
chain list and want to be, please state 

preference of how you want to be con-
tacted, by email or phone call. You will 
not be asked to pass anything on to 
others by email. Also, please remember 
to let Cindy know if you want specific 
prayers included in the Sunday bulle-
tin or service. 

This is a great way to keep communi-
cation flowing and prayers for our 
Trinity family. 

If you have questions regarding this, 
please don’t hesitate to call me, 
785.221.8076 

In love and prayer, Loni Reece 

Prayer Chain 

A new committee has been formed for the care of 
church members. Our first goal was to set up the 
Prayer Chain. You can find more information about 
the prayer chain below. 

I would now like to form a committee for organizing 

hospital and home visits. If you are interested in 
visiting our shut-ins or hospitalized members, 
please let me know. 

Vickie Jacobs 
785-379-5430 or vickiejacobs47@gmail.com 

Spiritual Care 
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CONGREGATION 
COUNCIL 

President 
Diane Bottorff 
785.271.7131 

Vice President 
Ted Murphy 

785.817.0372 

Secretary 

Treasurer 
Bob Kobbeman 

785.478.0381 

Members 

Shelley Andrews 
785.554.3005 

Vickie Jacobs 
785.379.5430 

Howard Reece 
785.221.8992 

♦ Approved seeking registration on 
Historic Register. Pr. Andrew will 
begin the process. 

♦ Approved investigating possible 
partnership with Central Congre-
gational Church. 

♦ Approved proposed new worship 
format using Messy Church and 
service church each once a month. 

♦ Approved Pr. Andrew to travel to 
Chicago Oct. 22nd & 23rd for 
Messy Church training. 

♦ Approved using Baker Univ. funds 
to start a WU campus ministry. 

♦ Approved roof & gutter repair bids 
& toilet repair. 

♦ Approved adding food ministry 
budget item. 

♦ Discussed anniversary booklet 
publication; more info needed. 

Council Meeting Minutes, Sept. 13, 2021 

At the September Coun-
cil meeting, it was ap-
proved that a budget line 
item be added to collect 
funds that can be used to 
provide food to people 
that come to our door. 
Some memorial funds 
will be moved to this line 
item to get it started 
then will be sustained by 
member giving alongside 
their contributions to our 
general fund.  

This ministry is not in-
tended to replace our 
support of Doorstep or 
Operation Food Secure, 

but will instead supple-
ment those networks. 
The food items to be 
stocked are yet to be de-
termined though they 
will resemble the food 
bags we purchased two 
years ago. We will also 
have items available for 
persons who are home-
less. 

Pr. Andrew is planning 
to restart our food minis-
try in November by pre-
paring food boxes to be 
delivered to some homes 
in our neighborhood 
shortly after Thanksgiv-

ing. More information on 
this project will be an-
nounced in November. 

As we move forward, 
please share ideas that 
you may have to support 
this ministry either fi-
nancially or in kind. 
Please call the office, 
233-0767, if you have 
questions or ideas. 

Food Ministry 
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Don & Charlotte 
O’Brien have moved to a 
new residence. Please 
make note of their new 
address in your directo-
ries. 

Don & Charlotte O’Brien 
2800 Villa West Dr., Unit #12 
Topeka, KS 66614-5445 

In addition, they no longer have their land line tele-
phone service; you may reach them by calling 
785.806.9226. 

Trinity Friends, 

Thank you for the prayers, phone calls, and cards 
following the passing of my special needs sister, 
Dalleen. Her passing was unexpected and peaceful. 
Some of you had met her in earlier years when my 
parents were able to travel. We take great comfort 
knowing that she is now dancing among the angels. 

This has been a rough year for us with the passing 

of my dad, Andy's 
dad, and my sister. 
Thank you for your 
continued prayers. 
Our Trinity family is 
dear to us. 

Peace, Andy, LaVell, 
Kade, and Brayden 

Prince of Peace is having an October-
fest on October 9th from 11:00-3:00. We 
are finalizing our plans for this event 
and are looking for vendors to join us. 

This is a community event which will 
include two food trucks, vendor booths, 
flea market, free kids games, bounce 

houses and more. 

If interested, please contact Margaret 
at 785-408-5627 or Prince of Peace of-
fice at 785-271-0808. Thank you for 
considering being a part of this commu-
nity event. 

Octoberfest at Prince of Peace 

Member News 
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