
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan Street 
Topeka, Kansas 66606-1426 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

The mission of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is to: 

• worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

• serve those in need, and  

• reach out to share the Good News of salvation through Jesus 
Christ! 

    Together in Community 
     Living with Christ 
      Caring for Neighbors 

February 2022 

STAFF 

Pastor Andrew C. Patty 
pr_andrew@topekatlc.org 

Cindy McGinnis 
 Administrative Assistant 
office@topekatlc.org 

Laurie Jackson 
 Music Director 

Marcy Carlson 
 Custodian 
marcyrtpr@gmail.com 

OFFICE 

Trinity Hall, 725 SW Buchanan St. 
Office Hours: 10:00AM-3:30PM, Mon thru Thur. 
Telephone: (785) 233-0767 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sunday, 10:30am Holy Communion 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS 

Cancelled until further notice. 
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Trinity Tidings 
Pastor’s Letter 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six 
days you shall labor, and do all your work, but 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD 
your God. In it you shall not do any work, you, 
or your son, or your daughter, your male serv-
ant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or 
the sojourner who is within your gates. For in 
six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the 
seventh day. Therefore, the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy.” -Exodus 20:8-
11 

With the start of a new year, we are 
bombarded with a flood of media tell-
ing us we should do something new or 
different with our lives. For some it 
might be the start of a resolution like 
reorganizing that closet or creating a 
schedule for the year ahead of major 
events; others it might be that weight 
loss goal or those promised daily 
walks that seem to drift away by Feb-
ruary. While this time of year can of-
ten make us busy trying to start the 
year with our best foot forward, it is 
often rest that we need more than 
anything else. We just finished two 
major holidays that take a lot of time 
and preparation each year. The irony 
of our society is that we have the two 
busiest holidays of the year at the end 
and then we have this culture in 
America that says you need to do 
more for the new year than what you 
have already been doing for the past 
two months. 
An alternative to this way of thinking 
would be for Christians to embrace 
Sabbath in this time of year. You 
might be saying, what is Pastor talk-
ing about embracing “Sunday” for…
we already come for worship? That is 
not quite what I am talking about. 
When we talk theologically about 
Sabbath, we speak of it as a verb, not 

a noun. In Hebrew, the word trans-
lates as “resting.” In this we are fol-
lowing God’s example set by the crea-
tion story and as presented in the Ten 
Commandments. Even God, with all 
the business of creating the universe, 
could take a break. By taking a break 
in our lives each week and honoring 
that time, we are allowed to enjoy the 
gifts that have been given to us by 
God. We are able to process our faith 
without being encumbered by plan-
ning the next move or taking the next 
step. Sabbath time allows us to re-
charge from a world that often de-
mands so much of our time, energy, 
and thought. Instead, when we take 
our sabbath time, we can reconnect 
with God, with ourselves, and with 
our family for one special moment. 
And in the world in which we live, I 
encourage you to take sabbath time 
when it works for you and to think of 
it beyond Sunday. Therefore, sabbath 
time might be a Tuesday morning at 
the breakfast table looking out over 
the backyard. Sabbath time might be 
that walk in the park on a Thursday 
afternoon. In keeping sabbath time in 
our weekly faith life, we are both giv-
ing a gift to God in honoring this rest 
that is holy, but we are giving a gift to 
ourselves in following God’s will, we 
may seek refuge from the hustle and 
bustle of this world and be refreshed 
in our souls for the journey ahead. 
Peace of Christ, 
Pr. Andrew Patty 
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February Celebrations 

Birthdays 
 2 Collin Horton 
 6 Marcy Carlson 
 16 Jane Lewis 
 19 Howard Reece 
 23 Loretta Hoerman 
 24 Erin Lewis 
 26 Brayden Winsor 
 

Baptisms 
 2 Mary Heald 
 2 Jeff Longren 
 10 Martha Nemeth 
 25 Susan Fitz 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 17 Sam & Charlotte Blenden 

February Readings 
February 6 — 5th Sunday of Epiphany 
 Isaiah 6:1-13 

Psalm 138 
1st Corinthians 15:1-11 
Luke 5:1-11 

 

February 13 — 6th Sunday of Epiphany 
 Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Psalm 1 
1st Corinthians 15:12-20 
Luke 6:17-16 

 

February 20 — 7th Sunday of Epiphany 
 Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 
1st Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
Luke 6:27-38 

 

February 27 — Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 Exodus 34:29-35 

Psalm 99 
2nd Corinthians 3:12—4:2 
Luke 9:28-43a 
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CONGREGATION 
COUNCIL 

President 
Diane Bottorff 
785.271.7131 

Vice President 
Ted Murphy 

785.817.0372 

Secretary 

Treasurer 
Bob Kobbeman 

785.478.0381 

Members 

Shelley Andrews 
785.554.3005 

Vickie Jacobs 
785.379.5430 

Howard Reece 
785.221.8992 

Council Highlights — 1.10.2022 

Church Committee Meetings for February 2022 
 

Feb. 6 — Maintenance  
 annual maintenance planning 

Feb. 13 — Congregational Life 
 campus visitor walk-thru 

Feb. 20 — Administration 
 staff position descriptions 

Feb. 27 — Community Relations 

♦ Proposed budget for 2022 was received from treasurer Bob 
Kobbeman. Council recommended a few changes and with those 
changes being made the budget will be placed in the book of 
Annual Reports and presented at the Annual Meeting for approval. 

♦ A draft of the book of Annual Reports was given to each council 
member for review prior to it being distributed to the membership. 
Discussed how the report book will be distributed to members who 
will attend in person and to those participating online. 

♦ The cost for all recent roof repairs has been covered with Memorial 
funds, leaving approximately $1,600 remaining in the Sodergren 
Memorial fund. 

♦ Council has been meeting in fellowship hall but at least through 
March they will meet on Zoom. 

The Central States Synod Assembly is scheduled for June 9 thru 11, 
2022. It will be an in-person event at the Embassy Suites in Olathe, 
KS. 

Please consider attending as a Trinity delegate. The keynote speaker 
will be Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, Ph.D., Professor of Theological and Social 
Ethics, at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. 

Registration materials and information will be available on the CSS 
website in February. 
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Doorstep 
As we finish year-end paperwork, 
thank yous, grant reports, and so 
forth here at Doorstep, life has not 
stopped, and the calls for assis-
tance keep coming! 

In many ways 2021 felt like a 
repeat of 2020, in good ways 
though too. Our member congrega-
tions, and the Topeka community, 
continued to step up and support 
Doorstep, and the services we offer. 
We received more CARES funds to 
assist with rent assistance. And for 
many other people who still had 
‘life happen’ to them like non-
COVID times, we did our best to 
help with all of those in need. 

In 2021, Doorstep spent $342,434 
on emergency services; this is over 
$91,000 more compared to 2020. It 
was a challenging year, and our 
small staff is incredibly grateful to 
our volunteers who kept coming in 
week after week to help us provide 
services, sort donations, and help 
clothing room clients. We also feel 
very blessed by the support we 
have received from the Topeka 
community during this time! 

SouperBowl Sunday is Febru-
ary 13th and we are again asking 
our member congregations to col-
lect soup and crackers to help stock 
our food pantry! Watch for sales 
and gather your donations! We can 
use all varieties of soup, and crack-
ers. A successful SouperBowl Sun-
day can stock our pantry with 
these items into the Spring 
months! 

In June we had our 55th Anniver-
sary Kick-off to raise funds for a 
new HVAC system at Doorstep. 
The current system, original to the 
building, is over 60 years old. At 
year end, we had donations of 
$50,000! That is 1/3 of the amount 
needed…we have another $100,000 
to go! We are working on a match 
donation opportunity in February, 
and more information will be com-
ing… 

Unfortunately, with COVID still 
an issue, we will not have Opera-
tion Soup Line in 2022. 

Finally, Thank You to everyone 
who donated money, blankets, 
games, puzzles and hygiene items 
for Doorstep’s Christmas Pro-
ject this past December! We as-
sisted a total of 259 households 
with 822 individuals! Hopefully, 
next year we can be back to normal 
with the actual Christmas Store. 
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