
  

22All this took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet:23“Look, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 

Matthew 1:22-23 

4th Sunday of Advent December 18, 2022 
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4th Sunday of Advent December 18, 2022 
Advent Setting 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The 
gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God
-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved 
hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding 
Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born 
to save us from the power of sin and death. 

GATHERING 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OPENING PRAYER Please stand as you are able. 
A Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up 

the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 
C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
P God for whom we wait, 
C in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail 

in believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend 
your creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear 
those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and 
turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again 
of your saving grace. Amen. 

P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheri-
tors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you 
anew to follow the way of peace. 

C Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN Savior of the Nations, Come ELW 263 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
Advent Four: 
P We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. Advent stands for the 

coming of our Lord. The Lord will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 
with child and shall bear a son, and shall be named Emmanuel (God Is With 
Us). Isaiah 7:14 

 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 

might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive 
your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. Please be seated. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 7:10-16 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the 
LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 
you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall 
name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the 
evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be 
deserted.” 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 Sung responsively 

1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
4O LORD| God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? 
5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 1:1-7 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 
3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the 
flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holi-
ness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have 
received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the 
Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to 
Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Please stand as you are able. 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the first chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 1:18-25 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just 
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when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the an-
gel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital rela-
tions with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated. 
 

SERMON PR. ANDREW PATTY 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ELW 272 
Please stand for the final verse of the hymn. 
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MAGNIFICAT 
P In the words of Mary, let us proclaim our joy in the coming of Christ. 
C My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God 

my Savior; for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. From this 
day all generations will call me blessed: the Almighty has done great 
things for me, and holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear 
him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, he has 
cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent 
away empty. He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has 
remembered his promise of mercy. The promise he made to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his children forever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS 
A As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope. 
A brief silence. 
A God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give 

discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Take 
away our fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you are guiding us. In 
this spirit, we offer prayers for Bethesda Lutheran Church in Winona, Peace 
Lutheran Church in Manhattan, Kansas, and St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran-
Church in Cole Camp, Missouri. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the variety of life. 

Unite us in repairing and caring for your creation. Protect creatures and habi-
tats in peril due to rising seas and warming temperatures. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A God, our helper, come to the aid of vulnerable people across the world, especial-

ly those affected by the war in Ukraine. Provide safety and assistance for those 
in need. Guide families as they lose their homes and loved ones. Particularly, 
let us pray for the German Evangelical-Lutheran Church in the Ukraine and 
our partner synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of the Urals, Siberia and 
the Far East as they face times of conflict. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A God our vision, raise up leaders in all nations who dream of freedom and justice 

for all people. We pray for the work of international organizations that promote 
peace and human rights such as Amnesty International. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for 

gathering us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be 
present. Watch over those who travel. Comfort the sick and give them strength, 
especially Walt Laughlin, Peggy Buchholz, Linda Longren, Don O’Brien, and 
Martha Nemeth. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A God, our beginning, we pray for those who celebrate this week. We share joy 

with Sara King and Jeff Longren as they celebrate their birthdays, and with 
Tresa Johnson as she remembers her baptism. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God forever. 

Shine upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise and 
bring us also into your blessed reign of peace. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. 

C Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 
 

MEAL 

OFFERTORY SONG Please stand as you are able. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in 
this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

C Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Re-
deemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, giv-
en for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of 
grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We 
look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
C Come among us. 
P Bless this meal. 
C May your Word take flesh in us. 
P Awaken your people. 
C Fill us with your light. 
P Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C Come, Holy Spirit. 
P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Pow-

er of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

COMMUNION HYMN The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came ELW 265 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven 

to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your 
promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Sav-
ior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 

BLESSING 
P God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the 

grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN The King Shall Come ELW 260 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 



17 

Welcome to worship at Trinity! 
Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope that you 
found the Spirit of God in our midst. If you are interested in 
becoming a member of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, or 
have other questions, please contact the church office at 
785.233.0767 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 

Today, Dec. 18 ........................... 4th Sunday of Advent ..............................................  
 ............................................ Worship with Holy Communion ...................... 10:30 AM 
 ............................................................ Coffee Hour ............................... after worship 

Sat. Dec. 24 .............................. Christmas Eve Worship .......................... 12:00 noon 

Sun., Dec. 25 ...................................... No worship .......................................................  

The date of our annual meeting is January 
22, 2023. Work on the annual report book-
let will begin in early January. The dead-
line to submit reports to be 
included in the booklet is December 
30. You may review the index of previous 
reports to see what reports are needed, or 
call the office, 233-0767. 

Date          Usher(s) Musicians Lector Altar Guild Assisting 
Minister

Presiding 
Minister

Coffee 
Hosts

Dec. 18
Duane 

Pomeroy, 
Howard Reece

Laurie 
Jackson

Marcy Carlson Janeen Horton 
& Team 2

Ted 
Murphy

Pr. Andrew 
Patty

Carol 
Marker

Worship Assistants
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Christmas Eve Worship 
Our Christmas Eve worship service will be at noon on Saturday, December 24. 

Please invite friends and family to join us for worship as we share the Christmas 
story in word and song. 
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Doorstep Christmas Project ~ 2022 
Doorstep is adopting 260 households with 800+ individuals from the Christmas 
Bureau again this year. We have been collecting items for a few months now 

to help spread out the requests. 
   

Our biggest need is Money for the Gift Cards & Food each household will receive. 
Mail your donation or bring it to Doorstep, 1119 SW 10th Avenue, 
M-F, 8am-3pm. Please note your member congregation for credit. 

You can also give online at www.DoorstepTopeka.org under Donate. 
 

Each household we adopt will receive:  
Blanket ~ Health Kit ~ School Supplies (if appropriate) ~ One household item ~ 
Christmas food order ~ gifts and toys for household members ~ clothing ~ $20 

gift cards per person in the household. 
 

Doorstep is located at 1119 SW 10th, 66604 (10th & Buchanan).  Donation hours are 
Monday - Friday, 9am - 2pm. You can mail your monetary donations, or use our 

website: DoorstepTopeka.org under the Donate Tab. 



20 

 

 

Together in Community  

 Living with Christ’s Love  

  Caring for Neighbors 
 

Caring for Our Neighbors 

Jesus commands us that when we care for the least of these; that we are in 
the presence of Christ (Matthew 25:44-45). As a congregation, we deeply care 
about serving those in need in our community. We hope to be a place of ref-
uge and support for our neighborhood and to be a place to uplift those people 
that struggle around us. We also support ministries both local, national, and 
global as a church in the ELCA. As a congregation, we focus our efforts to 
partner with community organizations like Doorstep, while expanding oppor-
tunities to help our neighborhood through activities like our food ministry 
and community garden. We continue to be open to the ways that God calls us 
to be a presence in our community and to create a world where all are cared 
for in our society (Philippians 2:4). 

Congregation Council 
President Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care) 

Vice-President Howard Reece (Maintenance) 
Secretary Diane Bottorff (Congregational Life) 

Carol Marker (Administration)  Ted Murphy (Community Relations) 
Ted Quast 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday 


