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INTRODUCTION

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-
promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God
through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for
everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of
Christ with the whole world.

CHRISTMAS PRELUDE
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

P The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness, Rejoice, on them has the light shined. Let us walk in the light of the Lord.
Isaiah 9:2

WORDS AT THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.

By day and night he shines for all to see.

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty

that the world may see the justice and richness of God.

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,

so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Jesus 1s the light of the world.

Jesus is the light of our lives.

Sing to God a new song!

A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.

ava"taradvad

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

P Let us pray.
O God of life and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life by the
light of your Son. As we follow his light, awaken us to the needs of others. Help us share
your light here and now. Bring all the world at the last into the fullness of your light. We
pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light.

C Amen.

READING: JOHN 1:1-19

The prologue to the gospel of John describes Jesus as the creative word of God made flesh, God's
true presence among us, the one whose very existence reveals God as "full of grace and truth.”

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was
in the beginning with God. 3All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came
to be. What came to be 4through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; 5the
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6A man named John was sent from God. "He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to testify to the light. 9The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

10He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world did not know him.
11He came to what was his own, but his own people did not accept him. 12But to those who did
accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those who believe in his name, 13who
were born not by natural generation nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision but of God.
14And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory
as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.

15John testified to him and cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, “The one who is com-
ing after me ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.” 6From his fullness we have all
received, grace in place of grace, 17because while the law was given through Moses, grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ. 8No one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the
Father’s side, has revealed him.
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Silent Night,
Holy Night
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray. Almighty God,
C Almighty God, you made this holy day shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the
last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forev-

er. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing
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FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness -- on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
"His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96 sung responsively
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1Sing to the LORD! a new song;
sing to the LORD, | all the earth.
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day.
3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations
and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples.
1For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised,
more to be feared | than all gods. R
5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens.
Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence;
power and splendor are in your | sanctuary.
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power.
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. R
9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, | all the earth.



10Tell it out among the nations: “The | LORD is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peo- | ples
with equity.”
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein.
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O LORD,
for you come to | judge the earth.
13You will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peoples | with your truth. R

SECOND READING: TITUS 2:11-14

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 3while we wait
for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. “He it
1s who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of
his own who are zealous for good deeds.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: LUKE 2:1-14

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled.
2This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3So all went to be en-
rolled, each to his own town. *And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth
to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family
of David, 5to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6$While they were there,
the time came for her to have her child, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped
him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the
inn. 8Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and keeping the night watch
over their flock. 9The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were struck with great fear. 1°The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for be-
hold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 'For today in the
city of David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. 12And this will be a sign
for you: you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” 13And sud-
denly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying:

14 “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

SERMON PASTOR ANDREW PATTY
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NICENE CREED

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

A With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church,
the life of the earth, and the whole human family.

A brief silence.

A Your infinite love is born to us this night. With choirs of angels the church proclaims the
good news. Send us out as messengers of the hope that has come to all people. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A You are pleased to dwell with your creatures and the whole earth sings for joy. Renew the

splendor of creation from the smallest cell to the widest galaxies. Guide us to be wise stew-

ards of your gifts for the sake of generations to come. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your authority is over the nations. Break the rod of oppression in every land and free all

people from fear. Bring peace where there is war, especially in Ukraine, compassion where

there is suffering, and healing where there is disease. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You cherish those who are most vulnerable. Protect infants and children, and bless those

who care for them. Watch over women giving birth, attend the dying, and relieve any who

are in pain , especially Walt Laughlin, Peggy Buchholz, Linda Longren, Don O’Brien, and

Martha Nemeth. Comfort those among us, or known to us, who are experiencing distress of

body or mind, missing loved ones, or grieving. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

P You welcome those who have died into the joyous light of glory. We give thanks for the
saints of every time and place who have praised you with lives of faith and humility. Inspire
us by their example to love you by serving others. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

P Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom

we pray to the mercy of God.
C Amen.
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THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

A God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the
song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all

the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word
made flesh.
C Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make
all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is

maodaxrmadad

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.

Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P
C

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P

Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Angels We Have
Heard on High

ELW 289
VERSES 1 & 3
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COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you
have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the
good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING

P God bless you and keep you, * Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace

upon your hearts, now and forever.
C Amen.

PARTING COLLECT

P Almighty God, who has brought this holy day to shine with the illumination of the true Light
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ: Grant that we may know each and every day what it
meant for our Lord to come and be with us, and may we all join in spreading his light
throughout the world. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, may

we be sent out in glory everlasting.
C Amen.

SENDING

A Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Hosanna will be played as part of the postlude. Here are the words if you'd like to sing along.

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna!

Hosanna, Son of David, He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Blessed be the Son of David, He that cometh in the name of the Lord...
Hosanna, Son of David, He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Blessed be the Son of David, He that cometh in the name of the Lord...
Sing Hosanna in the highest, Sing hosanna, sing hosanna!

Blessed be the Son of David, He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Sing Hosanna in the highest, Sing hosanna, sing hosanna!

Blessed be the Son of David, He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
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Poinsettias are given to the glory of God by...

Donna Allen in memory of family & loved ones.

Mike & Shelley Andrews in honor of Nathan & Summer Andrews.
Mike & Shelley Andrews in memory of Byron & Gavonna Murphy.

Diane Bottorff in memory of my parents, Ray M. & Betty A. Bottorff & dear friends Florence
Nelson & Louise Hagadorn.

Peggy Buchholz & Tresa Johnson in memory of loved ones, Don Buchholz, Steven Buchholz,
Lort Buchholz, & Russell Johnson.

Kathy Ferguson in memory of Harold & Marilyn Hypse.

Rick & Janice Greenlee in memory of our parents, Charles & Myra Sodergren.
Rick & Janice Greenlee in memory of our mother, Colleen Greenlee.
Marilyn Heckman in memory of loved ones.

Bob & Janeen Horton in memory of our parents, Bob & Maxine Horton.
Bob & Janeen Horton in memory of our parents, Charles & Myra Sodergren.
Laurie Jackson in memory of Hugh O’Neil.

Bob & Pam Kobbeman in memory of Harold & Marilyn Hypse.

Curt & Jane Lewis in memory of Charles & Myra Sodergren.

Curt & Jane Lewis in memory of Marty & Oruville Lewis.

Carol Marker in memory of Ed & Alma Heckman.

David & Cindy McGinnis in memory of our parents, Mac & Violet McGinnis and Robert &
Jane Velen.

Charlotte O’Brien in honor of Don O’Brien.

Duane & Debbie Pomeroy in honor of our five grandchildren.
Howard & Loni Reece in honor of family, here & in heaven.
Junior & Liz Utech in memory of Mark Utech & Teresa Utech Gray.
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WORSHIP LEADERS

Presiding Minister.......................... Pr Andrew Patty
Assisting Minister ...........uvvvvvevvvvvveevvnennnns Bob Horton
Lector ...ooooviiiiiieeeee e Duane Pomeroy
Musicians .........ovvveeeeevevieeennnns Laurie Jackson, organ
............................................... Parker Jackson, guitar
.......................... Loretta Hoerman, flute & keyboard
....................................................... Geri Turvey, flute
Ushers.....ccccccvviiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeee, Diane Bottorff
............................................................. Marcy Carlson
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