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Seventh Sunday of Pentecost July 16, 2023
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 3

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like

the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even

from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table

we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

PRELUDE
GATHERING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand as you are able.

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit
C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Gracious God,

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things
we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in new-
ness of life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of +
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty ELW 533
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GREETING

Oh, how bless-ed is this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit-ful un-to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
#)
P A
£ b -
P o e el te ;o
v

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -

4




HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith
and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen. Please be seated.



WORD

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 55:10-13
10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
1150 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13[nstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

L  The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 65:9-13 Sung responsively
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9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river
of God is | full of water.

You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth.
10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges;

with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase.
11You crown the year | with your goodness,

and your paths over- | flow with plenty.
12May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing,

and the hills be | clothed with joy.
1BMay the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- |
selves with grain;

let them shout for | joy and sing.



SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:1-11

IThere is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of
death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he con-
demned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled
in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those
who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set
the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
"For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not sub-
mit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life be-
cause of righteousness. !If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells
in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

L The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. Please stand as you are able.
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P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23

IThat same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying:
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path,
and the birds came and ate them up. 50Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they

8



did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil.
6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they with-
ered away. "Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. 80ther seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. °Let anyone with ears listen!”

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 1When anyone hears the word of the king-
dom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with
joy; 2lyet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble
or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away.
22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.
23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and un-
derstands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in anoth-
er sixty, and in another thirty.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.

SERMON PASTOR ROBERT DEALEY

HYMN OF THE DAY For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679
See page 10

Please stand for the final verse of the hymn.

P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C 1believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS

A Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for
the church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

A Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and righteousness on

good soil. Direct your people to proclaim your love in this congregation and

throughout the world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, causing trees and

fields to grow, protecting waterways from pollution, and instilling in all people

the need to be good stewards. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Give help and sustenance, O God, to vulnerable people across the world, espe-

cially those affected by the war in Ukraine. Provide safety from violence and

assistance to those in need and guidance for families as they lose their homes

and loved ones. We continue to lift up the German Evangelical Lutheran

Church in the Ukraine and our own partner synod of the Evangelical Lutheran

Church of the Urals, Siberia and the Far East to you in prayer as they face

these times of conflict. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to work for jus-

tice in the courts, advocates to speak for the downtrodden, and politicians to

work on behalf of the common good. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Heal those who are sick, O God, especially Marilyn Heckman, Naomi Walker,

Linda Longren, and Martha Nemeth. Guide health care workers to care for

those who suffer, scientists to conduct lifesaving research, and counselors to

care for victims of sexual abuse and exploitation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect those who

travel near and far, accompany visitors to this congregation, and nurture our

faith. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Give your disciples strength, O God, to do your work. Today we pray for Concor-

dia Lutheran in Concordia, Falun Lutheran in Falun, Salemsborg Lutheran in

Smolan, and Peace Lutheran in New Cambria, Kansas. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
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Grant us joy in this life, O God. We lift up Rhonda Webb, Barbara Apps, and
Ted Quast as they celebrate their birthdays, David McGinnis as he remembers
his baptism, and David & Brooke Ralph as they celebrate their wedding anni-
versary. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Inspire us by the faithful departed, O God, examples of your embodied love,
whose confidence in the resurrection guides us in living lives worthy of the gos-
pel. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

C

THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

OFFERING
OFFERTORY SONG
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that

the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil

ELW 512

H [r—
T ] 1 1 —
oo ] I —— — —
J i 1 v o—_c- s
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way.

When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day.
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When my heart is lost,

lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your ban-
quet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through

the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
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SENDING

BLESSING

P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast ELW 765
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1 Al - might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa-tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit-ful cares the r1is - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed is sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev -’ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re - ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Share the harvest.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Welcame to worship at Juinity!

Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope that
you found the Spirit of God in our midst. If you are
interested in becoming a member of Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church, or have other questions, please

contact the church office at 785.233.0767

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY

Quilters ........ovvveeeeiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee 9:00 AM

TLHA meeting..............ccccceiil. 7:00 PM

Many thanks to Pastor Robert Dealey for leading
worship today in Pr. Andrew’s absence. We truly
appreciate his time and message.
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A note from Lisa, director of Doorstep:

We have had another busy month here at Doorstep!
We are completely out of the food items listed below, and diapers (sz 5/6).
The clothing room has been busy, and we are very low on men’s shoes.

If you can help with these donations, please bring them to 1119 SW 10th, South
door, Monday — Friday from 9am — 2pm.

Current Doorstep Needs

Diapers — Sizes 5 & 6

Pancake Mix & Syrup
Cold/Dry Cereal

Mixed Canned Beans

Peas

Spaghetti O’s

Men’s Shoes — All Sizes — Tennis/Casual Shoes

Vegetable Soup
Boxed Potatoes

Worship Assistants

Date | Acolytes Ushers Musician Lector Altar Asst. Presiding Coffee
Guild Minister Minister Hosts

July | Ella Bosch, |Marcy Mitchell | Bob Horton |Marilyn Bob TBD Mike &
16 Curt Lewis | Carlson, Bean Heckman | Horton Shelley

Dean & Team 1 Andrews

McGinnis
July |Parker Ted Murphy, |Laurie Loni Reece | Marilyn Marsha Pr. Andrew Duane/
23 Jackson Duane Jackson Heckman | Ridinger Patty Debbie

Pomeroy & Team 1 Pomeroy
OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS

Weekly Income
Total Weekly | Average Weekly | Minus Average Attendance/
Date General Other Income Expense Weekly Expense Communion
June 18 $1,167.00 $210.00 $1,377.00 -$1,653.85 -$276.85 32/31
June 25 $810.00 $220.00 $1,030.00 -$1,653.85 -$623.85 26/25
July 2 $1,425.00 $50.00 $1,475.00 -$1,653.85 -$178.85 29/25
July 9 $2,371.00 $0.00 $2,371.00 -$1,653.85 $717.15 25/22
Income Expense
May 2023 $9,895.40 -$11,700.77 -$1,805.37
Jan. - May $81,147.41 -$61,125.03 $20,022.38
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Doorstep’s Christmas in July
Donations Needed f_o this Christmas/!

| Help us collect items for our 2023 Christmas adoption of 260 households,
with 800+ individuals! Items chosen based on requests from last year.

Craft and Art Sets N

Canvases (3pk/6pk) + Brushes & Paints (Teens & Adults) " = ‘ —
Adult Coloring Books with Markers or Colored Pencils

Jewelry & Craft Making Kits (Teens & Adults}

Kitchen Items

— mA Bakeware Sets ~ Skillet Sets
\\ & ~ Dish Sets ~ Utensil Sets ~ Pots & Pans
Toys -

Footballs & Basketballs ~ Lego Sets ~ Dinosaurs ~ Avenger & Marvel Themed Items ~
Paw Patrol ~ Star Wars ~ Educational Toys (all ages) ~ Toys for Ages 5 - 12 ~ Family
Board Games ~ Puzzleg ~ Teen Girlg ~ Mn'b'o-TTr\ & Nail Kitg

Men’s & Women’s Gifts

- Women'’s Bath & Lotion Sets
== Men’s Bod; h
T en’s Body Wash Sets
Men’s & Women'’s Cologne Sets
Tool Sets
Other Items

Towel Sets - (Bath, Hand & Washcloth) ~ Blankets - Full/Queen & King Sizes

Hygiene Items ~ Shampoo + Conditioner ~ Bar Soap ~ Combs ~ Hair Brushes ~
Deodorant ~ Toothpaste ~ Toothbrushes. (Full Size Items)

Bathroom Sets ~ (Rugs, Trash Can, Shower Curtain, Toothbrush & Soap Holders)

School Supplies

Notebook Paper (College/Wide) ~ Spiral Notebooks (College/Wide) ~
Folders (2 Pocket) ~ Pens ~ Pencils ~ Glue ~ Erasers ~ Backpacks ~
Rulers ~ Markers ~ Scissors

Bring your donations to worship during the month of July, or deliver to
Doorstep at 1119 SW 10th (10th & Buchanan). Thank you for making the
holiday brighter for your neighbors in need!
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

725 SW Buchanan St. *+ Topeka, Kansas 66606
. . Phone: 785-233-0767 » Email: office@topekatlc.org
Website: trinitylutherantopeka.org

OFFICE HOURS
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday

Together in Community
Living with Christ

Caring for Neighbors

Living with Christ’s Love

As Lutherans, we believe that we are justified by faith alone through the
grace of God (Ephesians 2:1-9). As our namesake Martin Luther made clear,
we are both sinners and saints as we live our lives of faith. Together as
Christians, we are called to allow God into our lives everyday and to do our
best to live according to Christ’s love. We do this through being a community
of faithful that welcomes all people to join us in prayer, service, study, and
worship as we journey together in learning how to live out the Great Com-
mandment.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL

President Duane Pomeroy
Vice-President Curt Lewis (Maintenance)
Secretary Diane Bottorff (Community Relations)
Shelley Andrews (Administration) Pam Kobbeman (Administration)
Carol Marker (Spiritual Care) Dean McGinnis (Congregational Life)

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman
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