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Ninth Sunday of Pentecost July 30, 2023 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 3 

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s 
gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a 
sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a 
great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace 
finds us first! 

PRELUDE 

GATHERING 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please stand as you are able. 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit 
C Amen. 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 
we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, 
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in new-
ness of life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + 
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW 532 



3 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 



5 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you 
bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your 
wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C Amen. Please be seated. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING:  1 KINGS 3:5-12 
5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask 
what I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast 
love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, 
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for 
him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne to-
day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my 
father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come 
in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great 
people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 
good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 10It pleased the Lord that 
Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have 
not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to 
your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been 
before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 119:129-136 Sung responsively 

129Your de- | crees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with | all my heart. 
130When your word is opened | it gives light; 
  it gives understanding | to the simple. 
131I open my | mouth and pant 
  because I long for | your commandments. 
132Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me, 
  as you always do to those who | love your name. 
133Order my footsteps | in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion | over me. 
134Rescue me from those | who oppress me, 
  and I will keep | your commandments. 
135Let your face shine up- | on your servant 
  and teach | me your statutes. 
136My eyes shed | streams of tears, 
  because people do not | keep your teaching. 



8 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:26-39 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit inter-
cedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28We know that all things work to-
gether for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 
29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those 
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. 31What then are we to say about these 
things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, 
but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? 36As it is written,  
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. Please stand as you are able. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52 
31Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 33He told them another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with 
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 44“The kingdom of heaven is 
like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he 
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven 
is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he 
went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, 
they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 
49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil 
from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, 
“Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure 
what is new and what is old.” 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated. 
 
SERMON PASTOR ANDREW PATTY 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision ELW 793 
See page 10 

Please stand for the final verse of the hymn. 



10 

 
P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 



11 

THE PRAYERS 
A Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for 

the church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
A Almighty God, we pray for the church and all servants of the gospel. Equip ros-

tered and lay ministers to proclaim that nothing can separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Gracious God, we pray for the well-being of creation. Safeguard the environ-

ment, clean polluted rivers and lakes, preserve the mighty tree and the tiny 
mustard seed, and send advocates for sustainable practices. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Saving God, you give help and sustenance to vulnerable people across the world, 

especially those affected by the war in Ukraine. Provide safety from violence 
and assistance to those in need and guidance for families as they lose their 
homes and loved ones. We continue to lift up the German Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in the Ukraine and our own partner synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of the Urals, Siberia and the Far East to you in prayer as they face 
these times of conflict. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Compassionate God, we pray for the nations. Instill in all who govern the ability 

to discern between good and evil, free those who are oppressed, and protect 
those facing danger. Promote peace across the world and in our towns and 
neighborhoods. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Merciful God, we pray for all in any need. Protect those fleeing from war, shel-

ter any who are in poverty, clothe the naked, soothe all who grieve, and heal the 
sick, especially Marilyn Heckman, Naomi Walker, Linda Longren, and Martha 
Nemeth. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Holy God, we pray for this congregation, both those gathered today and those 

absent from our assembly. Grant safety to travelers and refreshment and safety 
for children attending summer camps or community programs. Give direction to 
any experiencing life transitions. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Strengthening God, you lift us up to the tasks of your work. Today we pray for 

Good Shepherd Lutheran in Lawrence and Denmark Lutheran in Lincoln, Kan-
sas, St. Paul Lutheran in Lohman, Missouri, and Lutheran Men in Mission. 
Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
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A Life-giving God, you give us lives to celebrate. Today, we lift up Brooke Ralph, 
Monica Spencer, and Janeen Horton as they celebrate their birthdays, LaVell 
Winsor as the remembers her baptism, and David & Cindy McGinnis, Bob & 
Pam Kobbeman, and Rick & Janice Greenlee as they celebrate their wedding 
anniversaries. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P Eternal God, we give thanks for your saints who now rest from their labors. In-

spire us by their witness to treasure the gospel, and continually nourish us with 
your grace. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 

one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

OFFERING 
OFFERTORY SONG 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain 

us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that 
the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you,  almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ;  who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN As Rain from the Clouds ELW 508 



16 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your ban-

quet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through 
the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
  

SENDING HYMN Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547 
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Welcome to worship at Trinity! 
Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope that 
you found the Spirit of God in our midst. If you are 
interested in becoming a member of Trinity Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, or have other questions, please 
contact the church office at 785.233.0767 

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 

Today, July 30 ...................... 5th Sunday Special for NNO ........................................  
 ........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM 
 ............................................................ Coffee Hour ............................... after worship 

Tues., Aug. 1 ......................................... Quilters ........................................... 9:30 AM 

Sun., Aug. 6 ................ Congregational Life Committee meeting ................ 9:30 AM 
 ....................................................... Hymn Sing Along ................................. 10:15 AM
 ........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM 
 ............................................................ Coffee Hour ............................... after worship 
 .............................................. Doorstep HVAC Celebration .......................... 2:00 PM 

Worship Assistants 

Date Acolytes Ushers Musician Lector Altar 
Guild 

Asst. 
Minister 

Presiding  
Minister 

Coffee 
Hosts 

July 
30 

Cindy 
McGinnis 

Howard 
Reece, Curt 
Lewis 

Mitchell 
Bean 

Debbie 
Pomeroy 

Marilyn 
Heckman 
& Team 1 

Marcy 
Carlson 

Pr. Andrew 
Patty 

Dean 
McGinnis 

Aug. 
6 

 Howard 
Reece 

 Loni Reece Jane   
Lewis & 
Team 2 

Bob     
Horton 

Pr. Andrew 
Patty 

 

Aug. 
13 

Parker 
Jackson 

Bob Horton, 
Curt Lewis 

 Shelley 
Andrews 

Jane   
Lewis & 
Team 2 

 Pr. Andrew 
Patty 

Bob & 
Janeen 
Horton 

As you can see, we have some openings for worship assistants and coffee. If you 
would like to serve in any of these duties, please contact the church office. Thanks. 

Please note the 5th Sunday Special offering envelope included 
in this bulletin. This money will be used to buy food for the 
National Night Out on August 26th. We are hosting this event 
along with the Historic Old Town NIA. The NIA will be 
providing activities and we will serve food — hot dogs, chips, 
drinks, etc. Your special offering today will help with food 
expenses. Any money not used for the NNO event will be put 
in the general fund. 
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OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS 

Date General Other 
Total Weekly 

Income 
Average Weekly 

Expense 

Weekly Income 
Minus Average 

Weekly Expense 
Attendance/
Communion 

July 2 $1,425.00 $50.00 $1,475.00 -$1,653.85 -$178.85 29/25 

July 9 $2,371.00 $0.00 $2,371.00 -$1,653.85 $717.15 25/22 

July 16 $2,513.00 $0.00 $2,513.00 -$1,653.85 $859.15 35/30 

July 23 $2,717.00 $0.00 $2,717.00 -$1,653.85 $1,063.15 28/25 

   Income Expense   
  June 2023 $8,062.00 -$16,380.14 -$8,318.14  

  Jan. - June $89,209.41 -$77,505.17 $11,704.24  

Current Doorstep Needs ~ July, 2023 
 

Clothing Room Needs:  (Gently Used, Not New) 
Men’s Shorts (All Sizes) 
Men’s Jeans (Waist Sizes 42, 44 & 46) 
Men’s Shoes (Tennis & Casual, All Sizes) 
Men’s T-Shirts (Sizes 2x, 3x, 4x & Up) 
Men’s Ballcaps 
Women’s Shorts (All Sizes) 
Boys Jeans & Shorts (All Sizes) 
Boys Shirts (Sizes 5, 6, 7 & 8) 
Infant Boys Size 18 mo. clothing 
Girls Swimsuits (All Sizes) 
Girls & Teen Girls Shorts (All Sizes) 
Hygiene Items – Shampoo, Conditioner, Bar Soap, Body Wash, Toothpaste, 

Toothbrushes, Razors, Deodorant, Combs, Brushes 
Kids Toys 
Suitcases on wheels 

Food Room Needs: 
The need for food assistance in our community has increased by three times the 
amount as the previous years’ timeframe! We are struggling to keep our shelves 
stocked to provide a food order to our neighbors in need. Please give where you can! 
 

We need the following food items: 
Dry Beans Hamburger Helper Peanut Butter Canned Milk 
Powdered Milk Jelly Oatmeal Cold Cereal 
Egg Noodles Rice Peas Boxed Pastas 
Spaghetti O’s Ravioli Canned Beans Mac & Cheese 
Pork N Beans Hand Can openers Spaghetti Ramen Noodles 
Canned Fruit Pancake Mix Pancake Syrup 

Donations Accepted: 
 

Monday – Friday  
9am – 2pm 

 

Use the South Door 
 

Please Do Not Leave 
donations outside our 
building when we are 
closed. It becomes a 

parking lot mess. 
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Together in Community  

 Living with Christ  

  Caring for Neighbors 
Together in Community 

We are a faith community brought together to worship God and to be of ser-
vice to the needs of the world as the Great Commandment is our guide in our 
lives (Matthew 22:36-39, Mark 12:29-31, and Luke 10:26-27). We are a con-
gregation that seeks to reach all those in our county with members spread 
throughout Topeka area, while being rooted in Historic Old Town. In our 
faith, we hope to be a symbol of Christ’s love in the world (John 15:12), to be 
a community of support and care (Galatians 6:2), and to proclaim the good 
news that Jesus Christ came to be a Savior for all people (Colossians 1:13-
14). 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President Duane Pomeroy 

Vice-President Curt Lewis (Maintenance) 
Secretary Diane Bottorff (Community Relations) 

Shelley Andrews (Administration) Pam Kobbeman (Administration) 
Carol Marker (Spiritual Care) Dean McGinnis (Congregational Life) 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman 


