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Eighteenth Sunday of Pentecost October 1, 2023
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 3

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of

God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God

offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting

the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we

offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

HYMN SING ALONG
GATHERING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand as you are able.

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit

C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Gracious God,

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things
we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in new-
ness of life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of +
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN God Is Here! ELW 526
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain
0 4 T~ = |
@##:FH_I' | I ; —1 I i — G'I I
5 | ===SS — —
This is the feast of wvic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
n “ Il ] h Il ] ] |- Il
E #t g ! 1 I N | I I | I |
(@J T & I |! 51' [0) : !I H r ILJI 0'
al-le -lu-1a, al-le - Iu - ia. I Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb
0D u . .
)" I"U. ! | ! ! ] ] I
G e e
who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
0 Refrain
4 oy — |
@##:FH_IP | 1 n N —— i — | !
J ' | j - —
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
n “ J | h } J | .. }
- —— ' 1 ! | ! !
I | i I | ) I
L — o (o) z- ! ‘ 7] | I
e | | o
al-le -lu-1a, al-1le - lu - 1a. 2Pow - er, rich-es, wis-dom, and
0D u . .
72— . I —r —
 {am —— | = | ! | 4 (4]
G e
strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
Refrain
#Wm_' : e h —— I I
CEESES s S SE e
») ' | - o
This is the feast of wvic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
0 4 P~ . —
7 i ——— i e ——— —
Tl I I P> [ &) [/ & [#) I I
7 —= — | s
al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - i1a. 38Sing with all the peo - ple of
n “ J J - } } | .
A n I ] e — — —] I d'_ —
@ — JI = I B — _Hﬁ_J_‘I L& - |

God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

5

tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,



n H 1 1
P A . 1M | I I | | | 4 | I
(L? 2 ] —— — J — Ir) o O
glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
04 i 1 i —— I
i T — ——
\3/ - — ! - i P -
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1ia,

n H 1 1 1 | 1
VW | - I - | | P~
70— T 1 | | ] . I
|? W - & r_bIF‘j > O ) > r_J_‘ 7 | |
al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 4 For the Lamb who was
N u .
e — ] e e
\av ) 4 |
: . . < — |
slain has be - gun  his reign. Al -le - lu - ia.
Final refrain
##:i:pn i e e rj ! —= ! i I
| o o » i : | i
=i ———- = e 1
This is the feast of  vic-to-ry for our God.
() " . . oo, .
7t I — _il — he 7 I
l(n | | d ‘l ‘ I ! L’l‘ 0 O
Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a, al -le - lu - ia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.

C

P Let us pray.

And also with you.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace
to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the
way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.



WORD

FIRST READING: EZEKIEL 18:1-4, 24-32

IThe word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the chil-
dren’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no
more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent
as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.
25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity
that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from
the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall
save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgres-
sions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the
house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my
ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 30Therefore I will judge you, O
house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and
turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away
from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get your-
selves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.




PSALM 25:1-9 Sung responsively
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1To | you, O LORD,

I 1ift | up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,

nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3Let none who look to you be | put to shame;

rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4Show me your | ways, O LORD,

and teach | me your paths.
5Lead me in your ! truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,

for they are from ! everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;

remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- !
ness, O LORD.
8You are gracious and up- ! right, O LORD;

therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
9You lead the low- | ly in justice

and teach the low- | ly your way.

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any shar-
ing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than your-
selves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of oth-
ers. °Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, éwho, though he was in
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the
point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and
gave him the name that is above every name, 1%so that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, land every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12There-
fore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling; 3for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for
his good pleasure.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God. Please stand as you are able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:23-32

23When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I
do these things. 2°Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to
us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority 1
am doing these things.

28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.’ 22He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed
his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he an-
swered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 3'Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and
the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to
you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors
and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change
your minds and believe him.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.

SERMON PASTOR DINAH DUTTA



HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW 517
Please stand for the final verse of the hymn.
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P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C 1Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS

A Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church,
creation, and the needs of our neighbors.

A brief silence.

A We put our trust in you as we pray for the church. Give bishops, pastors, dea-

cons, and teachers the gifts of wisdom and discernment. Be with them in bold

truth and faithful witness. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Lead us in your truth as we pray for creation. Empower us to look to the inter-

ests of others as we make choices that impact the environment. Summon us to

be advocates for healthy waterways, habitats, and air. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Direct us to help and offer sustenance to vulnerable people across the world, es-

pecially those affected by the war in Ukraine. Provide safety from violence and

assistance to those in need and guidance for families as they lose their homes
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and loved ones. We continue to lift up the German Evangelical Lutheran Church

in the Ukraine and our own partner synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of the Urals, Siberia and the Far East to you in prayer as they face these times
of conflict. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Lead us in justice as we pray for those in government, the military, and other
positions of authority. Give them humble and willing hearts, looking to the
needs of others. We pray also for our enemies. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Trusting your goodness, we pray for all caregivers and people who are sick or
suffering in any, especially Peggy Buchholz, Marilyn Heckman, Naomi Walker,
Linda Longren, David McGinnis, and Martha Nemeth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Teach us your paths as we pray for this congregation and that of Peace Luther-
an in Manhattan and Camp Tomah Shinga in Junction City, Kansas, Trinity
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Lutheran in Stover and St. Paul Lutheran in Nevada, Missouri. Unite us in your

love as we labor together for the sake of the gospel. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Be with those who celebrate this week. We pray for Loni Reece and Ella Bosch
as they remember their baptisms. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We give thanks for all the saints who died secure in the knowledge of salvation.
Keep us fearless in our faith and certain of your resurrection. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers
of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

OFFERING
OFFERTORY SONG
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A  God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the
table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and

ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

LAMB OF GOD

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMN There in God’s Garden ELW 342
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self - hood feed on its life - blood.
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5 This is my ending,

6 All heav’n is singing,
this my resurrection;

“Thanks to Christ whose passion

into your hands, Lord,

I commit my spirit.

This have I searched for;
now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.

offers in mercy

healing, strength, and pardon.
Peoples and nations,

take it, take it freely!”

Amen! My Master!



COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus,
the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather
the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In

Jesus’ name we pray.
C Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P The God of glory, * Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who
lives in you, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.
SENDING HYMN The Lord Now Sends Us Forth ELW 538
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Help wus, O Lord, we pray, to do your will to - day.

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. God is at work in you
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Welcame ta worship at Tuinity!

Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope that
you found the Spirit of God in our midst. If you are
interested in becoming a member of Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church, or have other questions, please
contact the church office at 785.233.0767.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY

Congregational Life committee meeting................. 9:30 AM
Hymn Sing Along 10:15 AM
Worship with Holy Communion
Coffee Hour

Worship with Holy Communion
Town Hall Meeting during Coffee Hour
PFLAG meeting




MARK YOUR CALENDAR
TOWN HALL MEETING — OCTOBER 8, 2023

Please plan to join us for coffee hour after worship on Oct. 8.
Pr. Andrew and Duane Pomeroy will be sharing information about the
transition process.

Pr. Andrew is attending a planning meeting for the 2024 Youth Conference sched-
uled for July.

Please welcome Pr. Dinah Dutta as she joins us for worship today.
‘ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ
rur\k or |reat on Re)cormahon Suhc’ag October Zgﬂx

For our third year, we will be celebrating Reformation Day with a Trunk
or Treat in the Trinity Hall parking lot after worship in place of our usu-
al coffee hour. You are invited to come out and pick up some treats or
open the trunk of your car to share treats with members, friends, and
neighbors. There will be coffee available.

Children are welcome to wear their Halloween costumes to church.

Janice Greenlee is the coordinator for this Trunk or Treat and you can
contact her with questions about how you can participate in all the fun
— Janice0914@aol.com

As always, Janice has come up with some fun theme ideas:
Mary and Martha passing out M&Ms;

the Devil passing out Red Hots;

Peter, Andrew, James & John passing out Goldfish crackers;
Judas passing out Hershey kisses,

Noah’s ark passing out animal crackers/cookies,

Adam & Eve passing out apples.

OR you can just open your trunk and decorate with an autumn theme.
Popcorn is always a nice healthy choice, too.

This year, we will be inviting kids from the neighborhood, so please plan
for around 50 participants if you are providing treats.

YOOHOBOBOHOHOBVOOHOBOB




Worship Assistants
Date | Acolytes Ushers Musician Lector Altar Asst. Presiding Coffee
Guild Minister Minister Hosts

Oct. |Parker Diane Laurie Shelley Carol Marcy Pr. Dinah
1 Jackson Bottorff, Jackson |Andrews Marker & | Carlson Dutta

Bob Horton Team 1
Oct. | Laurie Marcy Mitchell | Diane Carol Marsha Pr. Andrew
8 Jackson Carlson Bean Bottorff Marker & | Ridinger Patty

Ben Carlson Team 1

OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Income
Total Weekly | Average Weekly | Minus Average Attendance/
Date General Other Income Expense Weekly Expense Communion
Sept. 3 $3,503.00 $0.00 $3,503.00 -$1,653.85 $1,849.15 29/25
Sept. 10 $1,161.00 $0.00 $1,161.00 -$1,653.85 -$492.85 34/29
Sept. 17 $2,150.00 $0.00 $2,150.00 -$1,653.85 $496.15 29/26
Sept. 24 $1,296.00 $0.00 $1,296.00 -$1,653.85 -$357.85 39/29
$0.00 Expense
Aug. 2023 $16,374.93 -$12,500.86 $3,874.07
Jan. - Aug. $115,595.34 -$99,775.95 $15,819.39

Be sure to join us at 10:15 on w
the first Sunday of each GOD
month for your chance to sing
some of your favorite hymns. >

The next date 1s October 1st!
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

725 SW Buchanan St. *+ Topeka, Kansas 66606
. . Phone: 785-233-0767 » Email: office@topekatlc.org
Website: trinitylutherantopeka.org

OFFICE HOURS
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday

Together in Community
Living with Christ
Caring for Neighbors

Together in Community

We are a faith community brought together to worship God and to be of ser-
vice to the needs of the world as the Great Commandment is our guide in our
lives (Matthew 22:36-39, Mark 12:29-31, and Luke 10:26-27). We are a con-
gregation that seeks to reach all those in our county with members spread
throughout Topeka area, while being rooted in Historic Old Town. In our
faith, we hope to be a symbol of Christ’s love in the world (John 15:12), to be
a community of support and care (Galatians 6:2), and to proclaim the good
news that Jesus Christ came to be a Savior for all people (Colossians 1:13-
14).

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
President Duane Pomeroy
Vice-President Curt Lewis (Maintenance)
Secretary Diane Bottorff (Community Relations)
Shelley Andrews (Administration) Pam Kobbeman (Administration)
Carol Marker (Spiritual Care) Dean McGinnis (Congregational Life)

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman
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