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President’s Letter 
After five years, we once again find 
ourselves between pastors. We 
have been led in worship by Cen-
tral States Bishop Susan Candea 
and other supply pastors. Starting 
in December, we will have a 
“Bridge Pastor.” Pastor Barb Jones 
will be with us on Sundays to lead 
worship and provide pastoral 
services. She lives in Johnson 
County but will be available to 
come to Topeka on other days in 
addition to Sundays as needed. 

The Church Council has 
established a Transition Team to 
take us through a Discernment 
process. The Synod has arranged 
for Pastor Merle Brockhoff  to be 
our Transition Consultant. His 
primary role will be to assist the 
Transition Team. Once the Transi-
tion Team’s work is completed, the 
Church Council will appoint a Call 
Committee. 

During this Transition, we once 
again are in a time of  change. 
While we will have a Transition 
Team to take us through the Dis-
cernment process, it is a time for 
each one of  us to anticipate not 
only Trinity’s path forward, but 
also reflect on what Trinity has 
been and is now. 

What is Trinity Lutheran 
Evangelical Lutheran Church? 

Trinity is not centered around 
any particular pastor as is the 
case with some churches.  

Our pastors lead our worship, 
provide spiritual guidance and 
comfort, and administer 
sacraments. 

Trinity is this building with its 
beautiful sanctuary. 

Trinity is the liturgy and music. 

 

But most importantly, Trinity is the 
individuals in the congregation 
who worship in the pews or at 
home and who love and care for 
each other. Together, we will move 
forward and discover what God 
has in store for us. 

May the peace of  the Lord be with 
you. 

Duane Pomeroy 

Trinity members, please note the pledge cards inside this issue of Trinity Tidings. As it states 
on the card, to pledge is to make a commitment or promise to do something. This church — 
our church — is asking you to pledge a sum of money to be given joyfully and prayerfully 
during 2024 so that the work of the church —our work —can continue its service to us as 
members and to the neighbors in our community near and far. 
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December Celebrations 

Birthdays 

 3 Junior Utech 
 22 Troy Pomeroy 
 27 Cindy McGinnis 
 30 Karen Arney 
 30 Brett Henry 
 30 Adeline Klamm 
 

Baptisms 
 6 Julie Reeves 
 8 Peggy Buchholz 
 9 Junior Utech 
 15 Ivan Carlson 
 21 Tresa Johnson 
 26 Debbie Pomeroy 
 29 Janice Greenlee 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 

 9 Bill & Marsha Ridinger 

December Readings 

December 3 — 1st Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 64:1-9 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
1st Corinthians 1:3-9 
Mark 13:24-37 

 

December 10 — 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 40:1-11 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
2nd Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 

 

December 17 — 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Psalm 126 
1st Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

December 24— Christmas Eve 
 Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

 

December 31 — 1st Sunday of Christmas 
 Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

Psalm 148 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 

Thanks to your generosity, we collected 
$280 via our 5th Sunday Special on Octo-
ber 29th. The money has been sent to 
Lutheran Disaster Relief to help the island 
of Maui recover from the devastating wild-
fires they experienced in August. 
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Council Highlights November 13, 2023 

CONGREGATION 

COUNCIL 

President 
Duane Pomeroy 
785.234.4385 

Vice President 
Curt Lewis 
785.633.6661 

Secretary 
Diane Bottorff 
785.231.0379 

Treasurer 
Bob Kobbeman 
785.478.0381 

Members 

Shelley Andrews 
785.554.1454 

Pam Kobbeman 
785.633.5984 

Carol Marker 
785.338.1734 

Dean McGinnis 
785.221.7141 

• Transition: Bridge Pastor – Met with 
Rev. Barbara Jones via Zoom and ap-
proved proposal for her to be our 
Bridge Pastor beginning December 3. 
She will lead worship on Sundays and 
be available for pastoral care/
visitations on Sundays. She lives in 
Shawnee, Kansas. 

• Transition Consultant – approved pro-
posal for Rev. Merle Brockhoff to 
work with our Transition Team by 
having regular meetings with them and 
meeting with congregation monthly. 
Team is in process of being formed. 

Committee reports: 
• Congregational Life – Recommended 

Christmas Eve service on Sunday, De-
cember 24 at 10:30am with carols, 
scripture reading, and candle lighting. 
No service on Christmas Day. Add to 
bulletins that white grape juice and 
gluten-free wafers are available at 
communion. Adult Sunday School 
moving their start time to 9:30am on 
second Sunday of month. Children’s 
Sunday School continues fourth Sun-
day of month at 9:45am. Christmas 

trees and other decorations will be put 
up after worship on November 26. A 
taco bar will be served during coffee 
hour followed by decorating for those 
who would like to help. 

• Community Relations – Emphasized 
continued support of Doorstep 
Christmas adoptions with donations 
of needed items and money as well as 
volunteer opportunities during days of 
distribution. On-going need for food 
donations. 

• Administration – Sample pledge card 
was shown. Cards to be distributed 
November 26 and also included in 
December Tidings. Nominating Com-
mittee is being activated. 

• Maintenance – Guide One Insurance, 
who insures our property, is offering 
25% discount if a risk management 
assessment is completed. 

• Other business: Approved recommen-
dation from Congregational Life for 
Christmas Eve service. Set date for 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
on Sunday, January 21 after worship. 

Sunday School 
Adult Sunday School will meet Sunday, December 10th in Trinity Hall lounge. Please 
note the new start time of 9:30am. We are continuing our study of the book of Ro-
mans. In November we began study of Romans 6:1-23 and will continue with those 
verses in December. All are welcome! 

Dean McGinnis has some special activities planned for the kids (and parents & 
grandparents) on December 24th! 
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December 2023 

For many the month of December 
is about the holidays, gathering with 
friends and family, decorating, bak-
ing, and getting gifts ready to share 
with our loved ones. At Doorstep, 
we have been thinking about and 
planning for our Christmas Adop-
tion Project for months, and now it 
is time to make the holiday brighter 
for the 800+ individuals we have 
adopted from the Christmas Bureau 
this year! The executive board de-
cided that going forward we will not 
have the Christmas Store as it was 
pre-pandemic. We will continue 
with a process similar to the past 
three years operating out of the 
Doorstep building and preparing 
everything for each household to 
come pick up at an appointed day 
and time. Each household we adopt 
will receive a food order, health kit, 
blanket/quilt, a household item, 
gifts, games and toys (children), 
school supplies if appropriate, and a 
$20 gift card per person in the 
household. We have some limited 
volunteer opportunities available 
this year! (See Below) 

Current Needs for Christmas: 
Gifts needed by December 8th are: 
Toys: Nerf Guns, Legos, Puzzles, 
and learning toys like Vtech. 
Any type of KC Chiefs décor, 
hoodies, etc., 
AXE sets for men, 
Hoodies (Sizes Med – 4X, variety of 
colors), 
King size sheet sets 
Dish Sets, Silverware Sets, Kitchen 
Utensil Sets, Skillets and Sauce 
Pans. 
These items should be NEW for 
Christmas. 
 
We also need monetary donations 
for the gift cards, food, etc. which 
will total $35,000 or more. You can 
mail a check, or go to our website 
(www.doorsteptopeka.org) to do-
nate by credit card. Please note your 
member congregation with your 
donation, and don’t forget your year
-end, tax-deductible donations! 
 
 

Please note the following dates 
in December: 
 
NO DONATIONS of used cloth-
ing or household items will be ac-
cepted Nov. 22nd – Dec. 18th. 
 
Doorstep will be CLOSED FOR 
ALL SERVICES AND DONA-
TIONS December 11th – 15th. 
 
Doorstep Holiday Hours:  

Closed from Noon on Decem-
ber 22nd through December 
26th & January 1st. 

Open for donations only De-
cember 27th – 29th, January 
3rd, 9am-2pm. 

Closed for ALL services De-
cember 27th – January 2nd 
for year-end wrap-up. 

Resume normal operation on 
Wednesday, January 3, 2024. 

 
Merry Christmas & 
Happy Holidays from the Staff at         
Doorstep! 
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Pastor Barbara Jones will be serving as our bridge pastor 
while we go through the transition process. As a bridge 
pastor, she will be here on Sundays to preside and 
preach and will serve at special services, such as Christ-
mas Eve and during Holy Week. 

She may be available once month for pastoral care and 
home visits on Sunday afternoons or for emergency 
care. She lives in Shawnee, Kansas. 
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Blessing of the Quilts—November 19, 2023 

On November 19th, we blessed the 24 quilts that our quilting group has made this year. They will be delivered to 
Doorstep so they can be gifted to the families they sponsor for Christmas. 
Our quilt group includes Junior & Liz Utech, Linda Longren, Carol Marker, Jackie Berillon, and Diane Jernigan. 


