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Second Sunday of Epiphany January 14, 2024 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 2 

All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and deacons but 
also the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the 
idea of place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. But 
where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to 
Jacob, who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and . . . the gate of heav-
en” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God. 

PRELUDE 

GATHERING 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who opens the heavens and draws near 
to us with salvation. 

C Amen. 
P God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this 

promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 
C Amen. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Everlasting God, 
C you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, greed, 

and self-centeredness that make us reluctant to work against oppres-
sion. We are complicit in systems of exploitation. We choose comfort 
over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us 
with mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us glad to do your will 
and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen. 

P Hear these words of assurance:  God clothes you with garments of salvation and 
covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing 
rests upon us all. 

C Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN Dearest Jesus, at Your Word ELW 520 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless 
blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more 
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. Please be seated. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING:  1 SAMUEL 3:1-20 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the 
LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 
was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the 
LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he 
went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to 
Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD 
had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. 
And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli 
perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie 
down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listen-
ing.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11Then the LORD said to Samu-
el, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone 
who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken 
concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about 
to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were 
blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of 
Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering for-
ever.” 
 15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the 
LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, 
“Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? 
Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything 
from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing 
from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.” 
 19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to 
the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 
trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 139:1-6, 13-18 Sung responsively 

1LORD, you have | searched me out; 
  O LORD, you | have known me. 
2You know my sitting down and my | rising up; 
  you discern my thoughts | from afar. 
3You trace my journeys and my | resting-places 
  and are acquainted with | all my ways. 
4Indeed, there is not a word | on my lips, 
  but you, O LORD, know it | altogether. 
5You encompass me, behind | and before, 
  and lay your | hand upon me. 
6Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot at- | tain to it. 
13For you yourself created my | inmost parts; 
  you knit me together in my | mother’s womb. 
14I will thank you because I am mar- | velously made; 
  your works are wonderful, and I | know it well. 
15My body was not hid- | den from you, 
  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths | of the earth. 
16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were 
written | in your book; 
  my days were fashioned before they | came to be. 
17How deep I find your | thoughts, O God! 
  How great is the | sum of them! 
18If I were to count them, they would be more in number | than the sand; 
  to count them all, my life span would need to | be like yours. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 6:12-20 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are 
lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the 
stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. 
The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 
14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not know 
that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of 
Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that 
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The 
two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
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him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but 
the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are 
not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL:  JOHN 1:43-51 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses 
in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Na-
thanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, 
“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, 
“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree be-
fore Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You 
are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said 
to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated. 
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SERMON PR. MERLE BROCKHOFF 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Here I Am, Lord ELW 574 
 Please stand for the final verse of the hymn. 
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P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
A As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on 

the church, the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
A Encourage the ministry and mission of the church, God of truth. Let the leaders 

of your church be trustworthy and accountable stewards, that all its resources 
and outreach bring hope and healing to communities. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
A Delight in the goodness of your creation, God of fig trees and fertile soil. Heal 

areas of the world harmed by human greed. Restore those recovering from natu-
ral disaster. Protect our forests and waterways and all the creatures that live in 
them. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
A Protect those living in areas of war, God of peace. Bring healing to the German 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Ukraine, the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of the Urals, Siberia and the Far East, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Jordan and the Holy Land as they face times of conflict. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
A Call the leaders of every town and nation to serve faithfully, God of wisdom. 

Give them visions of justice and unity. Lead them to action that promotes equi-
table partnership and uplifts those on the margins of society. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
A Hold in your care any who suffer and struggle, God of compassion. You who 

know our inner hearts, be present with any who are oppressed, victims of rac-
ism or cultural bias, and all who long for respite or restoration, especially Peggy 
Buchholz, Naomi Walker, Linda Longren, David McGinnis, and Martha 
Nemeth. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
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A Give this congregation, and that of Unity Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bel-
Nor, Missouri, St. John Lutheran Church in Bendena, St. John Lutheran 
Church in Lancaster, and Hope Local KC in Shawnee, Kansas, the anticipation 
and excitement of Samuel, so inspired and empowered to do your work in the 
world, God of unity. Make us faithful as we build communities of inclusion and 
mutual care. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
A Bless these for whom we offer our special prayers today, God of joy. We pray for 

Everly Lewis, Ben Carlson, and Linda Longren as they celebrate their birth-
days. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
P Trusting God who raised Jesus and will also raise us in spirit and truth, we re-

member all who have died and are at peace among the saints. God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
P Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 

prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
C Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
OFFERING 
OFFERTORY SONG 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup 

you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and 
follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 



14 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the 
miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see. 
 

All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s table. White grape juice is available as an alternative 
to wine. Everyone is invited forward to receive communion or a blessing. Hands cupped open 
indicate an openness to receive communion; hands closed reflect a desire to receive a blessing. 
We have gluten-free communion wafers available. If gluten-free is your preference, please let 
the pastor know when you are at the communion rail. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN Take My Life, That I May Be ELW 685 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us 

to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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SENDING 

BLESSING 
P God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in 

you, ☩ bless you and remain with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak ELW 676 
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Worship Assistants 

Date Acolytes Ushers Musician Lector Altar 
Guild 

Asst. 
Minister 

Presiding     
Minister 

Coffee 
Hosts 

Jan. 14 Laurie 
Jackson 

Ted     
Murphy,  

Mitchell 
Bean 

Diane 
Bottorff 

Diane 
Bottorff & 
Team 1 

Marcy 
Carlson 

Pr. Merle 
Brockhoff 

Dean 
McGinnis 

Jan. 21 Curt   
Lewis, Ella 
Bosch 

Dean 
McGinnis, 
Duane 
Pomeroy 

Laurie 
Jackson 

Marcy 
Carlson 

Diane 
Bottorff & 
Team 1 

Bob     
Horton 

Pr. Barbara 
Jones 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 
Today, Jan. 14............................ Adult Sunday School ................................ 9:30 AM 
 ........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM 
 ........................................................ PFLAG meeting ..................................... 2:00 PM 

Tues., Jan. 16 ........................................ Quilters .......................................... 9:30 AM 

Sun., Jan. 21 ...................... Community Relations meeting ........................ 9:30 AM 
 ........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM 
 ........................................................ Annual Meeting ............................ after worship 

Welcome to worship at Trinity! 
Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope that 
you found the Spirit of God in our midst. If you are 
interested in becoming a member of Trinity Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, or have other questions, please 
contact the church office at 785.233.0767. 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS 

Date General Other 
Total Weekly 

Income 
Average 
Weekly      

Weekly Income 
Minus Average 

Attendance/
Communion 

Dec. 17 $1,057.00 $0.00 $1,057.00 -$1,653.85 -$596.85 36/34 

Dec. 17 $1,288.00 $100.00 $1,388.00 -$1,653.85 -$265.85 54/39 

Dec. 31 $1,572.00 $230.00 $1,802.00 -$1,653.85 $148.15 29/26 

Jan. 7 $6,702.47 $0.00 $6,702.47 -$1,653.85 $5,048.62 26/23 

    Expense   
  Dec. 2023 $8,776.72 -$7,601.01 $1,175.71  

  Jan. - Dec. $149,340.23 -$149,169.30 $170.93  

Trinity Lutheran Annual Meeting is planned for January 
21, 2024, after worship. We need all of our voting mem-
bers in attendance. The definition of a voting member, as 
dictated by Trinity constitution follows:  c. Voting mem-

bers are confirmed members. Such confirmed members, during the current or pre-
ceding calendar year, shall have communed in this congregation and shall have 
made a contribution of record to this congregation. Members of this congregation 
who have satisfied these basic standards shall have the privilege of voice and vote at 
every regular and special meeting of the congregation as well as the other rights and 
privileges ascribed to voting members by the provisions of this constitution and its 
bylaws. 

If you haven’t turned in your report for the annual report booklet, please 
do so as soon as possible. 

Transition Process 1st Meeting 
The first meeting of the congregation with Pr. Merle Brockhoff, our Transition Con-
sultant, that was planned for today, has been postponed until Feb. 11, due to the 
predicted inclement weather. 
On Feb. 11th, he will lead the conversation around the topic, “History and Story”. 
You’ll have a chance to talk about “high points” and “challenges” that Trinity has 
experienced in the past as well as what the future may hold. The participation of 
each of us in this process is valued. This is the first in a series of four monthly con-
versations to be held on the second Sunday of the month. 



20 

 

 

 
Together in Community  

 Living with Christ  

  Caring for Neighbors 
Living with Christ’s Love 

As Lutherans, we believe that we are justified by faith alone through the 
grace of God (Ephesians 2:1-9). As our namesake Martin Luther made clear, 
we are both sinners and saints as we live our lives of faith. Together as 
Christians, we are called to allow God into our lives everyday and to do our 
best to live according to Christ’s love. We do this through being a community 
of faithful that welcomes all people to join us in prayer, service, study, and 
worship as we journey together in learning how to live out the Great Com-
mandment. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President Duane Pomeroy 

Vice-President Curt Lewis (Maintenance) 
Secretary Diane Bottorff (Community Relations) 

Shelley Andrews (Administration) Pam Kobbeman (Administration) 
Carol Marker (Spiritual Care) Dean McGinnis (Congregational Life) 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman 


