
  

 

Third Sunday of Epiphany January 21, 2024 

“Follow me and I will make you 
fish for people.” 
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Third Sunday of Epiphany January 21, 2024 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 2 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us 
the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaim-
ing the good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested 
for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very out-
set the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known 
and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 

PRELUDE 

GATHERING 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who opens the heavens and draws near 
to us with salvation. 

C Amen. 
P God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this 

promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 
C Amen. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Everlasting God, 
C you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, greed, 

and self-centeredness that make us reluctant to work against oppres-
sion. We are complicit in systems of exploitation. We choose comfort 
over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us 
with mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us glad to do your will 
and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen. 

P Hear these words of assurance:  God clothes you with garments of salvation and 
covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing 
rests upon us all. 

C Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN I Love to Tell the Story ELW 661 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. 
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. Please be seated. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING:  JONAH 3:1-5, 10 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nine-
veh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set 
out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an 
exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, 
going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be over-
thrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and eve-
ryone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he 
did not do it. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 62:5-12 Sung responsively 

5For God alone I | wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope | is in God. 
6God alone is my rock and | my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken. 
7In God is my deliverance | and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock | and my refuge. 
8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge. 
9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be 
trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath. 
10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it. 
11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it, 
  that power be- | longs to God. 
12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according | to their deeds. 
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SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 7:29-31 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 
those who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as 
though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not re-
joicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal 
with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this 
world is passing away. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL:  MARK 1:14-20 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.” 
16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he 
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and 
followed him. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated. 
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SERMON PR. BARBARA JONES 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798 
 Please stand for the final verse of the hymn. 
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P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
A As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on 

the church, the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
A God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We trust you 

never abandon your promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your 
church wisdom and empathy in its varied ministries. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
A God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of 

oceans and all creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that 
endanger water sources and the people who depend on them. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
A God of strength, protect those living in areas of war, Bring safety and peace to 

the German Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Ukraine, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of the Urals, Siberia and the Far East, and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land as they face times of conflict. 
God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
A God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders of our 

nation and the world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and 
truth. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
A God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and sexual abuse 

and sustain all who minister to them. Keep safe any who live under threat of 
violence, those living in poverty, and any among us who are ill or in pain, espe-
cially Peggy Buchholz, Naomi Walker, Linda Longren, David McGinnis, and 
Martha Nemeth. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
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A God of resurrection, as the first disciples shared the good news, empower us and 
the faith communities of Atonement Lutheran Church in Overland Park, Over-
land Park Lutheran Church in Overland Park, and Emanuel Lutheran Church 
in Hutchinson, Kansas to be open to your call. When we are uncertain of your 
call, assure us. When we have strayed from your ways, redirect us. God of 
grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
A God of life, bless these for whom we offer our special prayers today. We pray for 

Ivan Carlson, David Quarnstrom, and Zane Kennedy as they celebrate their 
birthdays. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
P God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome 

them into your care. Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope in 
your salvation. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
P Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 

prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
C Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
OFFERING 
OFFERTORY SONG 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup 

you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and 
follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the 
miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see. 
 

All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s table. White grape juice is available as an alternative 
to wine. Everyone is invited forward to receive communion or a blessing. Hands cupped open 
indicate an openness to receive communion; hands closed reflect a desire to receive a blessing. 
We have gluten-free communion wafers available. If gluten-free is your preference, please let 
the pastor know when you are at the communion rail. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

COMMUNION HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us 

to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in 

you, ☩ bless you and remain with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN Arise, Your Light Has Come! ELW 314 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

Worship Assistants 

Date Acolytes Ushers Musician Lector Altar Guild Asst. 
Minister 

Presiding     
Minister 

Coffee 
Hosts 

Jan. 21 Curt   
Lewis, Ella 
Bosch 

Dean 
McGinnis, 
Duane 
Pomeroy 

Laurie 
Jackson 

Marcy 
Carlson 

Diane    
Bottorff & 
Team 1 

Bob    
Horton 

Pr. Barbara 
Jones 

No coffee 
hour 

Jan. 28 Cindy 
McGinnis 

Howard 
Reece, 

Laurie 
Jackson 

Bob     
Horton 

Diane   
Bottorff & 
Team 1 

Marcy 
Carlson 

Pr. Barbara 
Jones 

Bob & 
Janeen 
Horton 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 
Today, Jan. 21 .................... Community Relations meeting ......................... 9:30 AM 
 ............................................ Worship with Holy Communion ...................... 10:30 AM 
 ......................................................... Annual Meeting ............................ after worship 

Mon., Jan. 22 ...................February Trinity Tidings deadline....................................  

Tues., Jan. 23 ....................................... Quilters ........................................... 9:30 AM 
 .......................................................... TLHA meeting ...................................... 7:00 PM 

Sun., Jan. 28 ........................... Children’s Sunday School ............................. 9:45 AM 
 ............................................ Worship with Holy Communion ...................... 10:30 AM 

Welcome to worship at Trinity! 
Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope that 
you found the Spirit of God in our midst. If you are 
interested in becoming a member of Trinity Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, or have other questions, please 
contact the church office at 785.233.0767. 
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OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS 

Date General Other 
Total Weekly 

Income 
Average 
Weekly      

Weekly Income 
Minus Average 

Attendance/
Communion 

Dec. 17 $1,288.00 $100.00 $1,388.00 -$1,653.85 -$265.85 54/39 

Dec. 31 $1,572.00 $230.00 $1,802.00 -$1,653.85 $148.15 29/26 

Jan. 7 $6,702.47 $0.00 $6,702.47 -$1,653.85 $5,048.62 26/23 

Jan. 14 snow day      
    Expense   
  Dec. 2023 $8,776.72 -$7,601.01 $1,175.71  

  Jan. - Dec. $149,340.23 -$149,169.30 $170.93  

Be sure to join us at 10:15 February 4th for your chance to sing 
some of your favorite hymns. 

Trinity Lutheran Annual Meeting will occur today 
immediately after worship in the sanctuary. We need all 
of our voting members in attendance. The definition of a 
voting member, as dictated by Trinity constitution 

follows:  c. Voting members are confirmed members. Such confirmed members, 
during the current or preceding calendar year, shall have communed in this congre-
gation and shall have made a contribution of record to this congregation. Members 
of this congregation who have satisfied these basic standards shall have the privi-
lege of voice and vote at every regular and special meeting of the congregation as 
well as the other rights and privileges ascribed to voting members by the provisions 
of this constitution and its bylaws. 

Transition Process 1st Meeting 
The first meeting of the congregation with Pr. Merle Brockhoff, our Transition 
Consultant will be February 11th. On that day, Pr. Merle will lead worship then 
during coffee hour, he will lead the conversation around the topic, “History and 
Story”. You’ll have a chance to talk about high points and challenges that Trinity 
has experienced in the past as well as what the future may hold. The participation 
of each of us in this process is valued. This is the first in a series of four monthly 
conversations to be held on the second Sunday of the month. 
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Together in Community  

 Living with Christ  

  Caring for Neighbors 
Caring for Our Neighbors 

Jesus commands us that when we care for the least of these; that we are in 
the presence of Christ (Matthew 25:44-45). As a congregation, we deeply care 
about serving those in need in our community. We hope to be a place of ref-
uge and support for our neighborhood and to be a place to uplift those people 
that struggle around us. We also support ministries both local, national, and 
global as a church in the ELCA. As a congregation, we focus our efforts to 
partner with community organizations like Doorstep, while expanding oppor-
tunities to help our neighborhood through activities like our food ministry 
and community garden. We continue to be open to the ways that God calls us 
to be a presence in our community and to create a world where all are cared 
for in our society (Philippians 2:4). 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President Duane Pomeroy 

Vice-President Curt Lewis (Maintenance) 
Secretary Diane Bottorff (Community Relations) 

Shelley Andrews (Administration) Pam Kobbeman (Administration) 
Carol Marker (Spiritual Care) Dean McGinnis (Congregational Life) 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman 


