If any want to
become my followers

let them deny

themselves and take
up their cross
and follow me.

Jesus
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2nd Sunday of Lent February 25, 2024
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 4
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sa-
rah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in ever-
lasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God
who brings life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resur-
rection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and
we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ.

PRELUDE
GATHERING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who
draws all people together through Jesus.

C Amen.

P Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Holy God,

C we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free.
We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We
speak in ways that silence others. We are silent when we should speak
up. We keep score in our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all
these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen.

P Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us,
breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of
life through *+ Jesus Christ.

C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

How Firm a Foundation
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
RAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful
death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ
that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C Amen. Please be seated.

WORD

FIRST READING: (RENESIS 17:1-7, 15-16

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my
covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name
be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a
multitude of nations. ¢I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations
of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me
and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlast-
ing covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.”

15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but
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Sarah shall be her name. 161 will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come
from her.”

L The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

PsALM 22:23-31 Spoken responsively
23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.

Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.
24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; nei-
ther is the LORD’s face hidden from them;

but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly;

I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied,

Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27A11 the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;

all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28For dominion belongs to the LORD,

who rules over the nations.
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
30Their descendants shall serve the LORD,

whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,

saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

SECOND READING: ROMANS 4:13-25
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.
15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it
is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the
things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become
“the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your
descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body,
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when
he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver
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concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, 2being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 22Now the words, “it
was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will
be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,
25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justifica-
tion.

L The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. Please stand as you are able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the eighth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: MARK 8:31-38

3lJesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter
and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things.”

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to
gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return
for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.

SERMON PR. BARBARA JONES



HYMN OF THE DAY
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Bless Now, O God, the Journey ELW 326

Please stand for the final verse of the hymn.
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Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

A

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the
well-being of creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

A
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We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the gifts of the
Spirit poured out in baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the church. Give
wisdom and discernment to our bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, and
leaders. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened by pollution
and a changing climate. Cleanse the earth’s waters and restore the soil.
Preserve rainforests, deserts, and wildlife, that generations to come may
cherish your creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you to bring safety and peace to the German Evangelical Lutheran
Church in the Ukraine, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Urals, Siberia
and the Far East, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the
Holy Land as they face times of conflict. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every person,
especially any who experience hatred and rejection because of gender, ability,
sexual orientation, color, ethnicity, or religion. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for healing. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those who are
lonely, bring hope to any in despair, and give strength to those who struggle,
especially Marilyn Heckman, Peggy Buchholz, Naomi Walker, Linda Longren,
David McGinnis, Liz Utech, and Martha Nemeth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



A We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this congregation
and to First Lutheran Church in Dorrance and Garfield Lutheran Church in
Garfield, Kansas, and Peace Lutheran Church in Washington, Missouri. In-
crease our trust in your guidance and keep us near the cross. Grant that our
acts of service will express Christ’s sacrificial love. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A We turn to you with praise and thanksgiving in times of joy. Today we lift up
Erin Lewis and Brayden Winsor as they celebrate their birthdays, and Ben
Carlson and Adeline Klamm as they remember their baptisms. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

P We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in service to others. In-
spire us by their example until you gather us into your kingdom. Hear us, O
God.

C Your mercy is great.

P Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our
hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

THE PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated.



MEAL

OFFERING
OFFERTORY SONG Please stand as you are able.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that
we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only
with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your
name.

C Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

arvawsa
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare

with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come

to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their un-

ending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people

of the Lord.
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for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and

ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come!

All are welcome to join us at the Lord’s table. White grape juice is available as an alternative to wine.
Everyone is invited forward to receive communion or a blessing. Hands cupped open indicate an
openness to receive communion,; hands closed reflect a desire to receive a blessing. We have gluten-free

communion wafers available. If gluten-free is your preference, please let the pastor know when you are
at the communion rail.

Please be seated.

LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN Around You, O Lord Jesus ELW 468
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COMMUNION BLESSING Please stand as you are able.
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains
of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in
the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.

C Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
P Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and

keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and + give you peace.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus ELW 802
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I Let us ev-er walk with Je-sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je-sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly die with Je - sus. Since by death he con-quered death,
4 Let al - so  live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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through ‘1 world that would de-ceive us and to sin  our spir-its lure.

Joy  will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to us im-mor-tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy  shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.

and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in  your pres-ence con-stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er
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Je - sus, here [ share your woe; h{,lp me there your joy (o Kknow.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.

oy

o 5 e — — ; E ﬁ i i ; - ____r E
o | i P | [ i i r o f
DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Share your bread.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Welcame te worship at Juinity!

Thank you for joining us for worship.

We hope that you found the Spirit of God in our
midst. If you are interested in becoming a
member of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church,

or have other questions, please contact the church
office at 785.233.0767.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY

Children’s Sunday School............cceeeeeeennnn.. 9:45 AM
Worship with Holy Communion 10:30 AM
Coffee Hour after worship

QUIILETS wovveeeeiiieeeee e 9:30 AM
TLHA meeting......cccccvvevvvvvvverreevinennnnns 7:00 PM

Lenten Worship @ Trinity
Soup Supper @ Our SavIOrS .....cceeeeeeeeereeeeennn. 5:30 PM
Lenten Worship @ Our Saviors ..........cccceeueeee.. 6:15 PM

Hymn Sing Along ........oeevvvvevvvvvveevveeennnnns 9:15 AM
Worship with Holy Communion 10:30 AM
Coffee Hour
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p Lenten Services
February 28 — “Fasting” Isaiah 58:3-7
12:00 noon Trinity with Pr Barb
5:30 pm Our Saviors - Soup Supper

I March 6th — “Prayer” Ephesians 1:15-23

12:00 noon Trinity with Pr Merle
5:30 pm Our Saviors - Soup Supper

)

T

March 20th — “Works of Love”
12:00 noon Trinity with Pr Merle
5:30 pm Our Saviors - Soup Supper

March 13th — “Sacrificial Giving” 2 Corinthians 8:1-15
12:00 noon Trinity with Pr Barb
12:00 noon Trinity with Pr Barb
5:30 pm Our Saviors - Soup Supper

John 4:9-12

6:15 pm Our Saviors with Pr Barb

6:15 pm Our Saviors with Pr Merle

6:15 pm Our Saviors with Pr Barb

Please note the lily order form included in this bulletin. I need to
place the order by March 8th. Thanks.

And if you haven’t picked up your poinsettias, please do so.

Worship Assistants

Date Acolytes Ushers Musician Lector | Altar Guild Asst. Presiding Coffee
Minister Minister Hosts
Feb. 25 | Cindy Curt Lewis, | Mitchell Diane Janeen Bob Pr. Barb Mike &
McGinnis | Ted Bean Bottorff | Horton & Horton Jones Shelley
Murphy Team 2 Andrews
Mar. 3 | Brayden Duane Laurie Marcy Marcy Pr. Barb
Winsor Pomeroy, Jackson Carlson Carlson Jones
Howard
Reece
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Doorstep continues to need gently used clothing items: men’s jeans & slacks (all
sizes, especially 28-40), men’s shoes, pajamas & underwear, men’s sweatpants,
sweatshirts & hoodies, kids winter clothing (all sizes), women’s sweatpants (all siz-
es), boys jeans & slacks (all sizes), boys sweatpants (all sizes) & shirts (sizes 5-18),
girls & teens jeans (all sizes), girls clothing (sizes 3-14)

Household items: blankets, comforters/quilts (all sizes), twin & queen sheet sets,
and small appliances & pots & pans

Hygiene items: full size shampoo, conditioner, bar soap, & 2nl1 shampoo/conditioner
We need the following food items: all soup, canned tomatoes, beans, corn, canned
milk, crackers, peas, green beans

Donations accepted: Monday — Friday 9am — 2pm
1119 SW 10th Ave (10th & Buchanan) Please use the south door.

Check their website for winter weather closing policy information
www.doorsteptopeka.org/

Hymn Sing Along = Food for Our Soul
Food Donation for Doorstep = Food for Our Neighbors

Along with our Hymn Sing Along, the first Sunday of
each month is now also a day to bring food to church, E

which will then be taken to Doorstep to help keep .-=-‘ \

their shelves stocked with food for our neighbors. - JP-

Please make a note on your calendars for March 3 to FOOD
DONATION

remember to bring food to church — and add a few
items to your grocery list.

OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS

Average Weekly Income
Total Weekly Weekly Minus Average | Attendance/
Date General Other Income Expense Weekly Expense | Communion
Jan. 28 $3,066.00 $0.00 $3,066.00 -$2,211.54 $854.46 32/28
Feb. 4 $991.00 $25.00 $1,016.00 -$2,211.54 -$1,195.54 28/25
Feb. 11 $1,287.34 $0.00 $1,287.34 -$2,211.54 -$924.20 29/24
Feb 18 $4,162.00 $0.00 $4,162.00 -$2,211.54 $1,950.46 33/26
Expense
Jan.2024 $8,851.47 -$8,849.15 $2.32
Jan. - Jan. $8,851.47 -$8,849.15 $2.32

18



—

REFLECTIONS
S LENT 2024

Wrikken b
the Border conterence
of the Cenkral Staees
synod of khe ELCA.

. These devotions mean something There are some pri
thﬁ pO\NTU; “u { H“S- . to us because they are ours. They . . prlnted
age written by Luthezans here in Missous: and Kansas with different copies In the narthex,

experiences, perspectives, and talents. By sharing these stones, we are
inviting one another 1o know God as we do. We hope that these stones
help you se¢ God more cleardy active in your own life.

how (o use this
EVOT \ ON AL Plan a time each day that works for you.
... Tt might be when you wake up ot £0 to
bed., before a meal, waiting in the car for kids, or with a loved one Setan

alagm to remind you if it helps. If you miss a few days, pick up with
today’s reflecuon. You can mark what you s 10 g0 back later.

We encougage you to sead the full scpture passage listed at the top of
each page to heas the contest of God’s Word, but it’s not a requirement.

Finish by with the prayer. Feel free to add anythung God has moved you
to say, anything else on your heart, or additional prayess you've learned.

?’c this on Yot Read online, download a PDF,
PHONE « TABLET... ccsgaup By oton

"All devorions © 2024 respective outhors J

EOOkmg ?head to summer, Camp Tomah Shinga
as provided an easy way for us to give them a ey C A M P Qe

2(}33;);111;:23(3:;& the ‘min%stry they provide. '%

ed a wish list on Amazon.com g A H

Go to https://camptomahshinga.com/ and scroil |

doyvn to the section labelled “Amazon Wish List”

Click on the blue “check it out” button and it will. H n N G A

take you to their wish list. So easy! g —
— K X‘S
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

725 SW Buchanan St. * Topeka, Kansas 66606
. . Phone: 785-233-0767 » Email: office@topekatlc.org
Website: trinitylutherantopeka.org

OFFICE HOURS
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday

Together in Community
Living with Christ
Caring for Neighbors

Together in Community

We are a faith community brought together to worship God and to be of ser-
vice to the needs of the world as the Great Commandment is our guide in our
lives (Matthew 22:36-39, Mark 12:29-31, and Luke 10:26-27). We are a con-
gregation that seeks to reach all those in our county with members spread
throughout Topeka area, while being rooted in Historic Old Town. In our
faith, we hope to be a symbol of Christ’s love in the world (John 15:12), to be
a community of support and care (Galatians 6:2), and to proclaim the good
news that Jesus Christ came to be a Savior for all people (Colossians 1:13-
14).

CONGREGATION COUNCIL

President Diane Bottorff
Vice-President Curt Lewis (Maintenance)
Secretary Shelley Andrews (Administration)
Parker Jackson (Administration) Steve Luoma (Community Relations)
Carol Marker (Spiritual Care) Dean McGinnis (Congregational Life)
Janelle Meredith (Community Relations) Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care)

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman
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