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GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
P Most holy and merciful God, 
C we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of 

heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own 
most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 

P We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have 
been forgiven. 

C Have mercy on us, O God. 
P Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have 

infected our lives, we confess to you. 
C Have mercy on us, O God. 
P Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we 

confess to you. 
C Have mercy on us, O God. 
P Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is 

in us, we confess to you. 
C Have mercy on us, O God. 
P Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and 

cruelty, we confess to you. 
C Have mercy on us, O God. 
P Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our 

prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
C Have mercy on us, O God. 
P Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who 

come after us, we confess to you. 
C Have mercy on us, O God. 
P Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
C Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
P Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
C that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
P By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
C bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
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 P Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
us in eternal life. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery  ELW 334 
(verses 1-3, and Lent 4) 
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 P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and life, who 
clothes us with + Christ Jesus and makes us one in the Holy Spirit. 

C Blessed be God forever. 
 
KYRIE ELW 157 
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PRAYER 
P Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, 

and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest 
hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of 
all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. Please be seated. 
 

THE WORD 
PSALM 119:103-111 
103How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
104Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false 
 way. 
105Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
106I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to observe your righteous 
 ordinances. 
107I am severely afflicted; give me life, O Lord, according to your word. 
108Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord, and teach me your ordinances. 
109I hold my life in my hand continually, but I do not forget your law. 
110The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I do not stray from your 
 precepts. 
111Your decrees are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart. 
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2ND CORINTHIANS 8:1-15 
8We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been 
granted to the churches of Macedonia, 2for during a severe ordeal of affliction their 
abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity 
on their part. 3For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means 
and even beyond their means, 4begging us earnestly for the favor of partnering in 
this ministry to the saints, 5and not as we expected. Instead, they gave themselves 
first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, 6so that we might urge Titus that, 
as he had already made a beginning, so he should also complete this generous un-
dertaking among you. 7Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel 
also in this generous undertaking. 8I do not say this as a command, but I am, by 
mentioning the eagerness of others, testing the genuineness of your love. 9For you 
know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. 10And in 
this matter I am giving my opinion: it is beneficial for you who began last year not 
only to do something but even to desire to do something. 11Now finish doing it, so 
that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means. 
12For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, 
not according to what one does not have. 13For I do not mean that there should be 
relief for others and hardship for you, but it is a question of equality between 
14your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may also supply 
your need, in order that there may be equality. 15As it is written,  “The one who 
had much did not have too much, and the one who had little did not have too lit-
tle.” 
 
REFLECTION Sacrificial Giving PR. BARBARA JONES 
HYMN OF THE DAY In the Cross of Christ I Glory ELW 324 
 Please stand for the last verse. 
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NICENE CREED 
P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in 

trust and hope we confess our faith through the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS 
P The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made. (Psalm 145:2) 

God of the blessed, we praise you, for mercy shown, for grace given, for living 
water, for Spirit’s power. We ask you for daily strength, for hope for tomorrow, 
your word to guide us, and strong feet to follow. 
“Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and 
teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. 
(Psalm 25:4-5) 

God of the oppressed we bring to you the broken ones, the forgotten ones, the 
exploited and abused ones. Bring freedom and release, love and compassion to 
damaged hearts and souls. 

(silence) 
P God of compassion, 
C Hear our prayer. 
P God of the distressed, we bring to you the grieving ones, hurting ones, 

suffering and wounded ones. Bring wholeness and healing comfort and relief to 
broken bodies and minds 

(silence) 
P God of compassion, 
C Hear our prayer. 
P God of the dispossessed we bring to you the lonely ones, the homeless ones, 

thirsty, tired and penniless ones. Bring hope and sustenance physical and\ 
spiritual food, to hungry bodies and souls. 

(silence) 
P God of compassion, 
C Hear our prayer. 
P The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made. May the peace, 

love and compassion of the Lord be with you now and always. 
C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P Holy God, Blessed Trinity, strengthen your faith, increase your hope, deepen 

your love, + and give you peace this day and always. 
C Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go now in peace, for nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Welcome to worship at Trinity! 
Thank you for joining us for worship. We 
hope that you found the Spirit of God in our 
midst. If you are interested in becoming a 
member of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
or have other questions, please contact the church 
office at 785.233.0767. 

Lenten Services 
March 13th – “Sacrificial Giving”   2 Corinthians 8:1-15 
12:00 noon  Trinity with Pr Barb 
5:30 pm  Our Saviors - Soup Supper ......... 6:15 pm  Our Saviors with Pr Barb 

March 20th – “Works of Love”   John 4:9-12 
12:00 noon  Trinity with Pr Merle 
5:30 pm  Our Saviors - Soup Supper ......... 6:15 pm  Our Saviors with Pr Merle 
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There are some 

printed copies 
in the narthex. 
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Together in Community  

 Living with Christ  

  Caring for Neighbors 
Together in Community 

We are a faith community brought together to worship God and to be of ser-
vice to the needs of the world as the Great Commandment is our guide in our 
lives (Matthew 22:36-39, Mark 12:29-31, and Luke 10:26-27). We are a con-
gregation that seeks to reach all those in our county with members spread 
throughout Topeka area, while being rooted in Historic Old Town. In our 
faith, we hope to be a symbol of Christ’s love in the world (John 15:12), to be 
a community of support and care (Galatians 6:2), and to proclaim the good 
news that Jesus Christ came to be a Savior for all people (Colossians 1:13-
14). 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President Diane Bottorff 

Vice-President Curt Lewis (Maintenance) 
Secretary Shelley Andrews (Administration) 

Parker Jackson (Administration) Steve Luoma (Community Relations) 
Carol Marker (Spiritual Care) Dean McGinnis (Congregational Life) 
Janelle Meredith (Community Relations) Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care) 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman 


