
  

June 16, 2024 Fourth Sunday of Pentecost 

The birds of the air 
make nests in its shade. 
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4th Sunday of Pentecost June 16, 2024 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 8 

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of 
the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better im-
aged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree 
of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted 
through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may 
not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our 
understanding. 

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 

Please stand as you are able. 
GATHERING HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. 

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into 
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those 
in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. Please be seated. 
 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  EZEKIEL 17:22-24 
22Thus says the Lord GOD:  
 I myself will take a sprig 
  from the lofty top of a cedar; 
  I will set it out. 
 I will break off a tender one 
  from the topmost of its young twigs; 
 I myself will plant it 
  on a high and lofty mountain. 
 23On the mountain height of Israel 
  I will plant it, 
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
  and become a noble cedar. 
 Under it every kind of bird will live; 
  in the shade of its branches will nest 
  winged creatures of every kind. 
 24All the trees of the field shall know 
  that I am the LORD. 
 I bring low the high tree, 
  I make high the low tree; 
 I dry up the green tree 
  and make the dry tree flourish. 
 I the LORD have spoken; 
  I will accomplish it. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15 Spoken responsively 
1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, 
  to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
2to herald your love in the morning 
  and your faithfulness at night; 
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 
  and to the melody of the harp. 
 4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 
  and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 
12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
  and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD 
  shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
14they shall still bear fruit in old age; 
  they shall be green and succulent; 
15that they may show how upright the LORD is, 
  my rock, in whom there is no injustice. 
 

SECOND READING: 2ND CORINTHIANS 5:6-17 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do 
have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the 
Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For 
all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive 
recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
  11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we our-
selves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your con-
sciences. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an oppor-
tunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in out-
ward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; 
if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ urges us on, be-
cause we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he 
died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him 
who died and was raised for them. 
 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in 
that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new! 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL: MARK 4:26-34 
26Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 
head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes 
in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
 30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 
will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is 
the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 
the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air 
can make nests in its shade.” 
 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 
it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in pri-
vate to his disciples. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated. 
 

SERMON PASTOR BARBARA JONES 

HYMN OF THE DAY God of the Fertile Fields ACS 1063 
 Please stand for the final verse of the hymn. 
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P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
A We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our 

world. 
A brief silence. 
A Nourish your faithful people through gifts of word and worship. Guide the 

church in listening to and interpreting your message of grace for this time and 
place in history. In your wisdom, lead us in expanding the reach of your love. 
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
A Nature sings your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. Sustain 

the holy rhythms of creation: days and seasons, hibernation and activity, phases 
of the moon and tides of the sea. Let these patterns assure us of your constancy. 
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
A You raise the lowly and humble those in high regard. Raise up all who are vic-

tims of marginalization, discrimination, and hate. As we anticipate Juneteenth, 
banish white supremacy and bigotry from the hearts of your people and remove 
the inclination toward anger and violence. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
A Tend to all who journey by faith and who wait with patience for the fulfillment 

of your healing promises, especially Peggy Buchholz, Naomi Walker, Linda 
Longren, David McGinnis, and Martha Nemeth. Grant perseverance to people 
doing physical and occupational therapy, people living with mobility concerns, 
and people facing chronic pain. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
A As you have loved us, so let us love one another. Empower fathers, stepfathers, 

grandfathers, adoptive fathers, and chosen fathers to embody this gift of love for 
their children. Where these relationships are strained or broken, bring your 
comfort and peace. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
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A Shower blessings upon Mary McGinnis as she celebrates her birthday. Merciful 
God, 

C receive our prayer. 
P With gratitude, we remember the saints who are now at home with you. Plant 

seeds of their wisdom and witness in our hearts, that we grow in faith until we 
join them in your heavenly dwelling. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
P Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of 

the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. 
C Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 

MEAL 

OFFERING 
OFFERING SONG 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in 
this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the 
world. 

C Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the 
fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And 
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN Beautiful Savior ELW 838 
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Please stand as you are able. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 
ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world 
with your own life. In your name we pray. 

C Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 

upon you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
Please join us for coffee and refreshments in Fellowship Hall downstairs immediately after 
worship. 

SENDING HYMN Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547 
  See page 16 

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Welcome to worship at Trinity! 
Thank you for joining us for worship. We hope 
that you, members and visitors, found the Spirit of 
God in our midst. 
If you are interested in becoming a member of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, or have other 
questions, please contact the church office at 
785.233.0767 

YOU ARE INVITED! 
Join other “Widowed Women of FaiTh” on Tuesday, June 18th for lunch and 
companionship from 11am to 1pm in the back room at Perkins Restaurant, 1720 
SW Wanamaker Road, Topeka. No RSVP needed, just come. Please, invite other 
Widowed Women of FaiTh. We meet every month on the 3rd Tuesday. Questions? 
WidowedWomenofFaith@gmail.com or call (913)558-0191. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 

Today, June 16 ................... Community Relations meeting .......................... 9:30 AM 
 ........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ....................... 10:30 AM 
 ........................................................... Coffee Hour .................................. after worship 

Mon., June 17 ...................... July Trinity Tidings deadline .........................................  
 ................................................... Stroke Support Group ................................. 6:00 PM 

Tues., June 18 ....................................... Quilters ............................................. 9:00 AM 

Sunday, June 23 .................... Children’s Sunday School .............................. 9:45 AM 
 ........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ....................... 10:30 AM 
 ........................................................... Coffee Hour .................................. after worship 
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OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS 

Date General Other 
Total Weekly 

Income 

Average 
Weekly 
Expense 

Weekly Income 
Minus Average 

Weekly Expense 
Attendance/
Communion 

May 19 $2,421.00 $20.00 $2,441.00 -$2,211.54 $229.46 28/28 

May 26 $1,676.00 $1,000.00 $2,676.00 -$2,211.54 $464.46 60/40 

June 2 $2,860.00 $150.00 $3,010.00 -$2,211.54 $798.46 35/36 

June 9 $1,722.00 $50.00 $1,772.00 -$2,211.54 -$439.54 30/27 

       
  May. 2024 $7,466.53 -$9,721.96 -$2,255.43  

  Jan. - May. $50,170.82 -$51,286.34 -$1,115.52  

Worship Assistants 

Date Acolytes Ushers Musician Lector Altar Guild Asst. 
Minister 

Presiding     
Minister 

Coffee Hosts 

June 16 Parker 
Jackson 

Dean 
McGinnis,  

Laurie 
Jackson 

Bob   
Horton 

Pam       
Kobbeman 
& Team 3 

Bob    
Horton 

Pr. Barb 
Jones 

Dean 
McGinnis 

June 23 Ella Bosch, 
Curt Lewis 

Ted      
Murphy 

Mitchell 
Bean 

Loni 
Reece 

Pam     
Kobbeman 
& Team 3 

Marcy 
Carlson 

Pr. Barb 
Jones 

Diane     
Bottorff 

2024 Doorstep Events 
June 28th Inaugural Golf Tournament @ Western Hills 
  Register by June 21st on Doorstep’s Website 
  www.DoorstepTopeka.org    4-person scramble 

Doorstep is still in the process of fact finding via their Stra-
tegic Planning process. Please take a few minutes to review 
the email sent to you June 13 from the church office and 
complete the survey that most closely aligns with your in-
volvement with Doorstep. 

All of the surveys are also on their website:  https://www.doorsteptopeka.org/ 

Doorstep will be closed on Friday, June 28th for the golf tournament. 

We will be closed on July 4th & July 5th for the holiday. There will be no services or 
donations on these days. 
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Current Doorstep Needs ~ June 2024 
 
Clothing Room Needs:  (Gently Used, Not New) 
Thank you to everyone who answered the call for Men’s 
clothing, shoes, belts, etc. We have a lot of donations to 
sort through and appreciate the quality of items that 
have been donated. If you have men’s items to donate, 
please bring them! We still need Men’s Jeans & Dress 
Pants (especially smaller sizes), Underwear and 
Shoes (All Sizes). 
In June, we are going to focus on donations of 
Children’s Clothing. Summer is here and last June we gave out clothing for 1,004 
individuals; there were hundreds of children within that number. 
Boys & Girls Clothing (All Sizes ~ 2T – 12) 
 Shorts, shirts, swimsuits, socks, shoes, underwear, pants, etc. 
Teen Girls Clothing (All Sizes) 
 Shorts, shirts, swimsuits, socks, shoes, underwear, bras, leggings 
Women’s Shorts & Underwear (All Sizes) 
Sheet Sets - Queen  
Pots & Pans  
Rolling Suitcases 
Hygiene Items: (Full Size)  
2 in 1 Shampoo/Conditioner  Combs 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Food Room Needs: 
Doorstep has provided 1,168 food orders in the first 5 months of 2024, providing 
52,037 pounds of food. Please help stock our pantry shelves to continue helping our 
neighbors in need. 
 
We need the following food items: 
Spaghetti O’s & Ravioli Rice Cold Cereal 
Pancake Mix & Syrup Tuna Canned Fruit 
Pinto Beans (Dry) Peas Egg Noodles 
Boxed Potatoes (Variety) Spaghetti Sauce Vegetable Soup 

Donations Accepted: 
 

Monday – Friday  

9am – 2pm 

 

1119 SW 10th Ave 

(10th & Buchanan) 

Use the South Door 



20 

 

 
Together in Community  

 Living with Christ  

  Caring for Neighbors 
 

Together in Community 

We are a faith community brought together to worship God and to be of ser-
vice to the needs of the world as the Great Commandment is our guide in our 
lives (Matthew 22:36-39, Mark 12:29-31, and Luke 10:26-27). We are a con-
gregation that seeks to reach all those in our county with members spread 
throughout Topeka area, while being rooted in Historic Old Town. In our 
faith, we hope to be a symbol of Christ’s love in the world (John 15:12), to be 
a community of support and care (Galatians 6:2), and to proclaim the good 
news that Jesus Christ came to be a Savior for all people (Colossians 1:13-
14). 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President Diane Bottorff 

Vice-President Curt Lewis (Maintenance) 
Secretary Shelley Andrews (Administration) 

Parker Jackson (Administration) Steve Luoma (Community Relations) 
Carol Marker (Spiritual Care) Dean McGinnis (Congregational Life) 

Janelle Meredith (Community Relations) Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care) 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman 


