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Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 2 
James tells us to stop treating the rich visitor with more honor than the poor one. Jesus him-
self seems to show partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s 
gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s 
children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits 
when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, God shows no partiality. Everyone 
who brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir. 

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 
Please stand as you are able. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
C Amen. 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire for-
giveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

We are glad you are here! 
It is always good to be together, hearing the Word proclaimed 

and sharing in the Lord’s Supper. 
Thank you for choosing to worship at Trinity Lutheran Topeka. 
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GATHERING HYMN Earth and All Stars ELW 731 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and 
death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people 
ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our 
healer and Lord. 

C Amen. Please be seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 35:4-7A 
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
 “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with 
terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7athe 
 burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 146 Spoken responsively 
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while 
 I have my being. 
3Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 
4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their 
 thoughts perish. 
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the 
 LORD their God; 
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps 
 promises forever; 
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The 
 LORD sets the captive free. 
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are 
 bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 
9The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but 
 frustrates the way of the wicked. 
10The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all 
 generations. Hallelujah! 
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SECOND READING: JAMES 2:1-17 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if 
you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, 
please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 
4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in 
the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to 
those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who 
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme 
the excellent name that was invoked over you? 8You do well if you really fulfill the 
royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as trans-
gressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become ac-
countable for all of it. 11For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also 
said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, 
you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are 
to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy to anyone 
who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 14What good is it, my 
brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith 
save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says 
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their 
bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is 
dead. 

L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. Please stand as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



8 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the seventh chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL:  MARK 7:24-37 
24Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman 
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she 
came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenici-
an origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, 
“Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw 
it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon 
has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and 
the demon gone. 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of 
Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to 
him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay 
his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his 
fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to 
heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And imme-
diately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then 
Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealous-
ly they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated. 
 

SERMON PASTOR BARBARA JONES 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Healer of Our Every Ill ELW 612 
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P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
A Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the 

church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
A Awaken in our communities of faith a spirit of radical hospitality. Encourage 

our churches to celebrate and embrace people of diverse backgrounds, experi-
ences, and abilities. Deepen our commitment to ecumenical and interreligious 
partnerships. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Bring forth water to nourish plants and animals in places suffering from 

drought. Renew our commitments to protect rivers, lakes, and streams, and 
make us good stewards of water in our homes and communities. Preserve wet-
land habitats and the creatures that make their homes there. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Inspire leaders of cities, nations, and tribes to lead with wisdom and humility. 

Bring peace among peoples in conflict especially in the Holy Land and Ukraine 
and strengthen global commitments to nonviolent solutions. Guide all who seek 
refuge from war to a safe haven. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Comfort all who live with chronic illness, especially Donna Allen and David 

McGinnis. Surround them in your tender embrace and sustain all who provide 
ongoing care and support. Bring hope and healing to people struggling with ad-
diction and nourish the spirits of all who are in recovery. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 



10 

A Nurture in us the gift of your creating Spirit. Inspire artists and musicians, 
woodworkers and quilters, poets and dancers. Revive those whose artistic wells 
have run dry and enliven all who doubt their creative talents. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A Join us as we pray for Janice Greenlee as she celebrates her birthday, for Ted 

Quast as he remembers his baptism, and for Larry & Mary McGinnis as they 
celebrate their wedding anniversary. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P We give you thanks for all who have died and now find their rest in you. May 

their faithful witness guide us in our daily life with you. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
P We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your 

beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 

MEAL 
OFFERING 
OFFERING SONG Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and 
with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the 
fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And 
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God. 
Please be seated. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW 886 

Please stand as you are able. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Let us pray. 
Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your 
table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 

BLESSING 
P God all mighty, God most merciful ☩ bless you, keep you, and give you peace. 
C Amen. 

SENDING HYMN God, Whose Almighty Word ELW 673 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please join us for coffee and refreshments downstairs in Fellowship Hall  
immediately after worship. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 

Today, Sept. 8 ............................. Adult Sunday School ................................... 9:30 AM 
 ............................................ Worship with Holy Communion ........................ 10:30 AM 
 ................................................. Coffee Hour/Light Lunch ....................... after worship 
 ................................. God’s Work. Our Hands workday @ Doorstep ............... 1:00 PM 
 ........................................................ PFLAG meeting ....................................... 2:00 PM 

Tues., Sept. 10 ...................................... Quilters ............................................. 9:00 AM 
 .................................................. Church Council meeting ................................ 5:45 PM 

Sunday, Sept. 15 ................ Community Relations meeting ........................... 9:30 AM 
 ............................................ Worship with Holy Communion ........................ 10:30 AM 
 ............................................................ Coffee Hour .................................. after worship 
 ................................................. Transition Team meeting .................................... Noon 

Today, September 8. is God’s Work, Our 
Hands Sunday, ELCA’s annual day of ser-
vice. 
Our service opportunity will be at Doorstep, 
beginning at 1pm. 
A light lunch will be available during coffee 
hour. 
Again this year we have asked members of As-
bury Mount Olive United Methodist Church to 
join us. 
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Fundraiser for Elevator Repair 
We need to raise funds to cover the cost 
for repairs of our elevator. Currently the 
elevator is not operational. MEI Total 
Elevator Solutions gave us a bid for the 
repairs needed. The cost exceeds 
$10,000. 
Covering this amount will put a strain 
on Trinity’s financial resources. 
We are asking you to consider making a 
donation to the Elevator Fund. Mark 
your gift “Elevator Fund” and place it in 
the offering or mail to the office. Watch 
for special envelopes in your bulletins. 
This fundraiser will continue until the 
end of October. 
As you can see by the graphic, we have 
received $5,500 toward the elevator re-
pair expense. One pink bar will disap-
pear for every $500 received. 

National Night Out 2024: The 
Salty and Sweet Social 
Saturday, Sept. 14, 11am-1pm 
Join us for our yearly National Night Out event! 
Join your neighbors for some salty and sweet 
treats resources, and some fun! There will be 
hot dogs, ice cream, a bubble machine. This 
event is open to Historic Old Town neighbors 
and Trinity members & friends. 
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OFFERING, ATTENDANCE, and FINANCIAL STATUS 

Date General Other 
Total Weekly 

Income 

Average 
Weekly 
Expense 

Weekly Income 
Minus Average 

Weekly Expense 

Attend-
ance/

Commun-

Aug. 11 $1,126.00 $0.00 $1,126.00 -$2,211.54 -$1,085.54 33/30 

Aug. 18 $1,301.00 $1,110.00 $2,411.00 -$2,211.54 $199.46 29/27 

Aug. 25 $2,497.25 $1,801.00 $4,298.25 -$2,211.54 $2,086.71 35/29 

Sept. 1 $3,088.00 $1,091.00 $4,179.00 -$2,211.54 $1,967.46 26/26 

       
  July 2024 $6,802.00 -$12,717.59 -$5,915.59  

  Jan. - July $64,471.82 -$75,195.98 -$10,724.16  

Worship Assistants 

Date Acolytes Ushers Musician Lector Altar Guild Asst. 
Minister 

Presiding     
Minister 

Coffee Hosts 

Sept. 8 Cindy 
McGinnis 

Diane   
Bottorff, 
Bob Horton 

Mitchell 
Bean 

Shelley 
Andrews 

Cindy 
McGinnis 
& Team 3 

Ted   
Murphy 

Pr. Barb 
Jones 

Carol Marker 
& Duane & 
Debbie  
Pomeroy 

Sept. 15 Cindy 
McGinnis 

Dean 
McGinnis, 
Duane 
Pomeroy 

Laurie 
Jackson 

Debbie 
Pomeroy 

Cindy 
McGinnis 
& Team 3 

Bob    
Horton 

Pr. Barb 
Jones 

Janelle   
Meredith & 
Charlotte 
O’Brien 

Sept. 22  Ted      
Murphy,  

Laurie 
Jackson 

Loni 
Reece 

Cindy 
McGinnis 
& Team 3 

Marcy 
Carlson 

Pr. Barb 
Jones 

Junior & Liz 
Utech & 
Marilyn 
Heckman 

Sept 29 Cindy 
McGinnis 

Diane   
Bottorff, 
Bob Horton 

Mitchell 
Bean 

Shelley 
Andrews 

Cindy 
McGinnis 
& Team 3 

Ted   
Murphy 

Pr. Barb 
Jones 

Dean  
McGinnis 

Food Donation for Doorstep = Food for Our Neighbors 
Our September Doorstep food collection was down a little bit this 
month; Bob & Janeen delivered 196 items weighing in at 192 
pounds. Perhaps this slight dip was due to the holiday weekend. But 
every single item and pound goes a long way to help our neighbors 
in need. 
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Together in Community  

 Living with Christ  

  Caring for Neighbors 
 

Caring for Our Neighbors 

Jesus commands us that when we care for the least of these; that we are in 
the presence of Christ (Matthew 25:44-45). As a congregation, we deeply care 
about serving those in need in our community. We hope to be a place of ref-
uge and support for our neighborhood and to be a place to uplift those people 
that struggle around us. We also support ministries both local, national, and 
global as a church in the ELCA. As a congregation, we focus our efforts to 
partner with community organizations like Doorstep, while expanding oppor-
tunities to help our neighborhood through activities like our food ministry 
and community garden. We continue to be open to the ways that God calls us 
to be a presence in our community and to create a world where all are cared 
for in our society (Philippians 2:4). 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President Diane Bottorff 

Vice-President Curt Lewis (Maintenance) 
Secretary Shelley Andrews (Administration) 

Parker Jackson (Administration) Steve Luoma (Community Relations) 
Carol Marker (Spiritual Care) Dean McGinnis (Congregational Life) 

Janelle Meredith (Community Relations) Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care) 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman 


