
  

November 26, 2025 

 

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me wi never be hungry, 
and whoever believes in me wi never be thirsty.” 
 John 6:35 
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Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday, November 26, 2025, 7:00 pm 

PRELUDE Thanks Be to God G. F. HANDEL 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
GATHERING HYMN COME, ALL YOU PEOPLE ELW 819 
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GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. C And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

A In peace, in peace, 

A For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all... Refrain 

A For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your Word... Refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Almighty God our Father, 
C your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to 

acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedi-
ence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST Reading:  Joel 2:21-27 
21 Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things! 22 Do not fear, you animals 
of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give 
their full yield. 23 O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; for he has given the early 
rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as be-
fore. 24 The threshing floors shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 25 I will repay 
you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great 
army, which I sent against you. 26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the 
LORD your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
27You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no oth-
er. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
Word of God, word of life. C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 100 Psalm will be read responsively with the lector 
1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
2Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 
3Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture. 
4Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his 
name. 
5For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 4:4-9 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanks-
giving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever 
is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 
is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the 
things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with 
you. 
Word of God, word of life. C Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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P The holy gospel according to the 6th chapter of John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL:  John 6:25-35 
25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 
26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set 
his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered 
them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “What 
sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 
31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.’“ 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 
33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to 
him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
The gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON DIANE DUKAT, PMA 
HYMN OF THE DAY OH, SING TO THE LORD ELW 822 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 
A All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, 
C so we lift our hearts up to you, God, in praise and thanksgiving. 
A As we count our blessings, and acknowledge your goodness, 
C our hearts go out to those who do not have, and who are in need. 
A We thank you for plentiful harvests and full refrigerators, 
C and ask that you supply the needs of those who are hungry. 
A We thank you for jobs that provide for our families and supply the needs of our society, 
C and pray that you would care for those who have no work, or the dignity and purpose it 

brings. 
A We thank you for opportunities and choices, for meaning and challenges, 
C and pray that you would give a sense of purpose to those who feel trapped. 
A We thank you for family and friends who love us and care for us, 
C and pray that you would befriend those who are alone. 
A The abundance of the harvest is a symbol of the abundance of your love in our lives. 
C May we live in a spirit of gratitude to you and generosity to our neighbor. 
P Loving God, in this season and all year long, give to us the gift of a thankful heart, 
C so that we may acknowledge you as the giver of all that is good in our lives. 
P In the name of Jesus we ask it. 
C Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING 
The offering will be shared evenly among the congregations to support ministries that address food 
insecurity. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things. 

Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast 
and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. C Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P Our Father in heaven, 
C hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints. 
 

COMMUNION 
We invite all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior to share in Holy Communion. An usher will invite your pew 
to go forward to receive Communion. The pulpit side will commune first, then the organ side. To one side of the pas-
tor distributing the wafers you will find an assisting minister with a tray containing individual cups of wine or 
white grape juice. An acolyte will receive your used cup. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 
Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing. Hands cupped open indicate an openness to receive 
communion; hands closed reflect a desire to receive a blessing. 
Everyone who goes forward for communion will be viewed on camera. Should you prefer not to have your image rec-
orded, please stay in your seat and tell an usher you would like to have communion served to you in your pew. 
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COMMUNION HYMN BREAD OF LIFE FROM HEAVEN ELW 474 
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COMMUNION HYMN PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING ELW 689 
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COMMUNION HYMN WE PLOW THE FIELDS AND SCATTER ELW 680 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING/A BLESSING FOR YOUR THANKSGIVING DINNER 
P Thank you, God, for this worship we have shared tonight, for your gifts of community and love. You 

truly give us more than we could ever hope to repay. But now we ask for your blessings upon us, and 
especially upon all that we will do tomorrow. Bless those who will gather with us, and bless us in our 
work and our play. Bless our conversations and our laughter. Bless the food that we will share 
around our tables. And, most of all, give us grateful hearts for all that you have given us. We ask this 
through Christ, our Lord. C Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
P The blessings of Almighty God, the giver of life; of Christ, the lover of our souls; and of the Holy 

Spirit, the enabler of our gratitude, be upon us and among us, now and forever. C Amen 
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SENDING HYMN LET ALL THINGS NOW LIVING ELW 881 
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DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
Thank you for worshipping with us this evening! The clergy and staff at Trinity Lutheran, First 
Lutheran and Our Savior’s Lutheran wish you a safe and happy Thanksgiving! 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Presiding Minister ................................... Pr. Deb Cantrell, OSLC 
Preacher  .................................................... PMA Diane Dukat, 1st 
Assisting Minister .............................................. Bob Horton, TLC 
Lector .................................................................. Bob Horton, TLC 
Organist ................................................................... Mitchell Bean 
Ushers ............................................................ Marcy Carlson, TLC 
 ....................................................................... Duane Pomeroy TLC 
Altar Guild ........ Donna Allen, Pam Kobbeman, Cindy McGinnis 
 

Please join us downstairs in Feowship Ha after worship for coffee and refreshments. 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
• Advent Midweek Worship Service on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. starting December 3rd. These will be 

led by Joyce Koenig, PMA. 
• December 14th from 5:00-7:00 p.m. is our Drive Through Living Nativity. 
• December 21st service of Lessons and Carols at 10:00 a.m. 
• December 24th Christmas Eve worship at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
 
OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN 
• “Hope Incarnate” Advent evening services– Wednesdays, December 3rd, 10th and 17th, 6:15 pm 
• Gifts in Action Auction, Youth National Gathering Fundraiser, December 14th, 11:30 AM 
• Vigil of Hope- Saturday, December 20th, 5:00 pm 
• Christmas Eve Candlelight Service– December 24 at 6:00 pm 
• Lessons and Carols, Sunday, December 28th, 10:00 AM 
 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 
• Christmas Eve Candlelight Service– December 24 at 4:00 pm 
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Together in Community  

 Living with Christ  

  Caring for Neighbors 
Caring for Our Neighbors 
Jesus commands us that when we care for the least of these; that we are in 
the presence of Christ (Matthew 25:44-45). As a congregation, we deeply care 
about serving those in need in our community. We hope to be a place of refuge 
and support for our neighborhood and to be a place to uplift those people that 
struggle around us. We also support ministries both local, national, and global 
as a church in the ELCA. As a congregation, we focus our efforts to partner 
with community organizations like Doorstep, while expanding opportunities 
to help our neighborhood through activities like our food ministry and commu-
nity garden. We continue to be open to the ways that God calls us to be a pres-
ence in our community and to create a world where all are cared for in our so-
ciety (Philippians 2:4). 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President Diane Bottorff 

Vice-President Curt Lewis (Maintenance) 
Secretary Dean McGinnis (Congregational Life) 

Shelley Andrews (Administration) 
Marilyn Heckman (Community Relations)  Parker Jackson (TBD) 

Steve Luoma (Administration) Pomeroy (Spiritual Care) 
Treasurer Bob Kobbeman 


