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Together 
 in Community 
Living 
 with Christ 
Caring 
 for Neighbors 

w w w . t r i n i t y l u t h e ra n t o p e k a . o rg  

This is the one 
about whom it 
is written, ‘See, 
I am sending 
my messenger 
ahead of you, 
who will pre-
pare your way 
before you.’ 
 Matthew 11:10 

The blind receive their sight and the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised up ad the poor have the 
Gospel preached to them. 
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PRELUDE 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 3 

GATHERING 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able. 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
C Amen. 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Je-
sus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ELW 242 
1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  for angels herald its dawning. 

Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! the Child of our longing. 
Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together, 
he opens wide the heav’nly door and lives now inside us forever. 

We are glad you are here! 
It is always good to be together, hearing the Word. 

Thank you for choosing to worship at Trinity Lutheran Topeka. 
Thank you, Parker Jackson, for leading worship today. 
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2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing, 
his humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing; 
music to heal the broken soul and hymns of lovingkindness, 
the thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and blindness. 

3 In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing, 
as morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring. 
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in wonder, 
the weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder. 

4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless, 
the rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless. 
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story; 
may God fill ev’ry day we share and bring us at last into glory. 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
Advent Three: 
P We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. Advent stands for  

the coming of our Lord. The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing. (Isaiah 35:1) 

 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in 
your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. Please be seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 35:1-10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The 
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall 
see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands and 
make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do 
not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf shall be opened; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness 
and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty 
ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall 
become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy 
Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, 
not even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 146:5-10 Sung responsively 

5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
 whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 
6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
 who keeps promis- | es forever; 
7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
 The LORD sets the | captive free. 
8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are 
bowed down; 
 the LORD | loves the righteous. 
9 The LORD cares | for the stranger; 
 the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
10 The LORD shall | reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! 
 

SECOND READING: JAMES 5:7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The 
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it re-
ceives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Brothers and sisters, do not grumble 
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at 
the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 11:2-11 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disci-
ples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for anoth-
er?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind re-
ceive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you 
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What, then, did 
you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes 
are in royal palaces. 9What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11”Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John 
the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
L The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
 

SERMON PARKER JACKSON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264 
 Please stand for the final verse of the hymn. 

1 Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! Let ev’ry hill and valley a 
level road appear! Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 

Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 
2 God’s people, see him coming:  your own eternal king! Palm branches strew 

before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! God’s promise will not fail you! 
No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 

3 Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! Your king, yet ev’ry 
nation its tribute too may bring. All lands will bow before him; their voices join 
your singing:  Refrain 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav’n above. His rule is peace and 
freedom and justice, truth, and love. So let your praise be sounding for kindness 
so abounding:  Refrain 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship. Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, 
admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
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APOSTLES CREED 
P Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
A In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 

promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
A brief silence. 
A God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of grace. Lead us 

to proclaim the good news as we place our hope in you. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
A When lands are parched, bring rain and fill the lands with trees and plants and 

creatures that thrive, as nature proclaims the splendor. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
A When there is injustice among nations and leaders, root it out. Call attention to 

inequity. When people are imprisoned, offer release and relief. Strengthen our 
work toward justice as we break the cycle of poverty and welcome the 
immigrant. Instill compassion and care in all who govern. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
A When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. We pray for 

Parker Jackson, Shelley Andrews, Junior & Liz Utech, Martha Nemeth, and 
David McGinnis. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
P As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and 

died in faith. May their boldness of faith inspire us. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
C Amen. 
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THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 

THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING AND OFFERING SONG  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly 
provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering 
and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C Amen. 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
A O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. C Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant us 

patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and 
always. 

SENDING HYMN People, Look East ELW 248 
1 People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east, and sing today—Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flow’r may flourish. 
People, look east, and sing today—Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east, and sing today—Love, the Star, is on the way. 

4 Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. 
Set ev’ry peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east, and sing today—Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

Text: Eleanor E. Farjeon, 1881-1965. Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associ-
ates. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 
Today, Dec. 14 ........................... Adult Sunday School ............................... 9:30 AM 
 ............................................................... Worship ....................................... 10:30 AM 
 ........................................................ PFLAG meeting ................................... 2:00 PM 

Mon., Dec. 15 ................... January Trinity Tidings deadline ...................................  

Tues., Dec. 16 ........................................ Quilters ......................................... 9:00 AM 

Wed., Dec. 17 .................................... Soup Supper ...................................... 5:30 PM 
 ................................................ Advent Midweek Worship ........................... 6:15 PM 
 .......................................... at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church ...................................  

Sun., Dec. 21 ......................................... Worship ....................................... 10:30 AM 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Keep awake. C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

Worship Assistants 

Date Acolyte Ushers Musician Lector Altar Guild 
Assisting 
Minister 

Worship  
Leader Coffee Hosts 

Dec. 
14 

Ella Bosch, 
Curt Lewis 

Duane 
Pomeroy, 
Howard 
Reece 

Laurie 
Jackson 

Debbie 
Pomeroy 

Ashley  
Watson & 
Team 1 

Ted     
Murphy 

Parker  
Jackson 

Duane & 
Debbie 
Pomeroy 

Dec. 
21 

Cindy 
McGinnis 

Bob      
Horton, 
Curt Lewis 

Mitchell 
Bean 

LaVell 
Winsor 

Ashley  
Watson & 
Team 1 

Marcy 
Carlson 

Duane 
Pomeroy 

Marilyn 
Heckman 

Dec. 
24 

     Bob     
Horton 

Pr. Deb 
Cantrell 

 

Dec. 
28 

Janeen 
Horton 

Diane  
Bottorff, 
Dean 

Mitchell 
Bean 

 Ashley  
Watson & 
Team 1 

Bob      
Horton 

Marcy   
Carlson 

Carol   
Marker 

We need worship assistants for Christmas Eve. Pr. Deb 
Cantrell from Our Savior’s will be our worship leader. Please 
call or email the office if you are willing to serve as acolyte, 
lector, or usher. Thanks so much! 
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Christmas Eve 
Candlelight 
Worship 
December 24, 2025, 
4:00 pm 

Hope Incarnate 
Advent midweek evening service 

Wednesday, December 17th, 6:15 pm 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
2021 SW 29th St, Topeka, KS 

There will be a soup supper before worship, 
starting at 5:30 pm. 

Our annual meeting is scheduled for January 
18, 2026 immediately after worship. 
If you are involved with any committees, 

please begin preparing your report to be included in the annual report. 
Thank you! 
Congregation Council at its Dec. 9th meeting recommended approv-
al of Constitution updates as approved at the 2024 Churchwide As-
sembly. This action will bring our constitution in line with changes 
made at Churchwide. These updates will be presented for a vote to 
approve at our Annual Meeting January 18, 2026. 
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Together in Community  

 Living with Christ  

  Caring for Neighbors 
Caring for Our Neighbors 

Jesus commands us that when we care for the least of these; that we are in 
the presence of Christ (Matthew 25:44-45). As a congregation, we deeply care 
about serving those in need in our community. We hope to be a place of ref-
uge and support for our neighborhood and to be a place to uplift those people 
that struggle around us. We also support ministries both local, national, and 
global as a church in the ELCA. As a congregation, we focus our efforts to 
partner with community organizations like Doorstep, while expanding oppor-
tunities to help our neighborhood through activities like our food ministry 
and community garden. We continue to be open to the ways that God calls us 
to be a presence in our community and to create a world where all are cared 
for in our society (Philippians 2:4). 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President Diane Bottorff 

Vice-President Curt Lewis (Maintenance) 
Secretary Dean McGinnis (Congregational Life) 

Shelley Andrews (Administration) 
Marilyn Heckman (Community Relations)  Parker Jackson (TBD) 

Steve Luoma (Administration) Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care) 
Treasurer Bob Kobbeman 


