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Living 
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Caring 
 for Neighbors 

w w w . t r i n i t y l u t h e ra n t o p e k a . o rg  

I baptize you with 
water for repent-
ance, but the one 
who is coming af-
ter me is more 
powerful than I, 
and I am not wor-
thy to carry his 
sandals. He will 
baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and 
fire. Matthew 3:11 
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HYMN SING ALONG 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 3 

GATHERING 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able. 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
C Amen. 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Je-
sus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ELW 254 
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

We are glad you are here! 
It is always good to be together, hearing the Word. 

Thank you for choosing to worship at Trinity Lutheran Topeka. 
Thank you, Curt Lewis, for leading worship today. 
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2 Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king; 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
Advent Two: 
P We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. Advent stands for 

the coming of our Lord. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid, the calf and lion and the fatling together, and a little child 
shall lead them. (Isaiah 11:6) 

 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his com-
ing nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. Please be seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 11:1-10 
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, 4 but with 
righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed 
of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around 
his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf 
and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the 
bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my 
holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea. 
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 Sung responsively 

1 Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
2 that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
4 Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. 
5 May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
6 Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
7 In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
19 And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen. 
 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 15:4-13 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of 
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 
9and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I 
will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”; 10and again he 
says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 11and again, “Praise the Lord, all you 
gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 12and again Isaiah says, “The root of 
Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall 
hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the third chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 3:1-12 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2”Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ “ 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the re-
gion around the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in 
the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 
8Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9and do not presume to say to your-
selves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
11I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is 
more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” 
L The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
 

SERMON CURT LEWIS 
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HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW 249 
 Please stand for the final verse of the hymn. 

1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings! 

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; make straight the way for God within, 
and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 

3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord, our refuge and our great reward; 
without your grace we waste away like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, and make us rise to fall no more; 
oh, let your face upon us shine and fill the world with love divine. 

5 All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won, 
whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite 

APOSTLES CREED 
P Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 
A In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 

promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
A brief silence. 
A With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite 

hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity 
among peoples. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
A With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day 

when all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways human-
ity and all creation will mutually thrive. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
A With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with 

one another. We pray for our partner churches, and for the shared mission of 
Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
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A With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in 
the face of grief, depression, or disease especially Parker Jackson, Shelley 
Andrews, Junior & Liz Utech, Martha Nemeth, and David McGinnis. Renew the 
spirits of those recovering from surgery and medical procedures. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
A With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome 

all that divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we 
serve in the way of Christ. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
A With joy, we pray for Junior Utech and Ivan Carlson as they remember their 

baptisms. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
P With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with the 

hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
C Amen. 
THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 
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THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING AND OFFERING SONG  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly 
provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering 
and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C Amen. 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
A O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. C Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant us 

patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and 
always. 

SENDING HYMN The King Shall Come ELW 260 
1 The King shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks, when 

beauty gilds the eastern hills and life to joy awakes. 
2 Not as of old a little child, to bear and fight and die, but crowned with glory like 

the sun that lights the morning sky. 
3 Oh, brighter than the rising morn when Christ, victorious, rose and left the 

lonesome place of death, despite the rage of foes. 
4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn shall dawn upon our race the day when 

Christ in splendor comes, and we shall see his face. 
5 The King shall come when morning dawns and light and beauty brings. Hail, 

Christ the Lord! Your people pray: come quickly, King of kings. 
Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 
Today, Dec. 7 ...................... Doorstep Food Collection Day ......................................  
 ....................................................... Hymn Sing Along................................ 10:15 AM 
 ............................................................... Worship ....................................... 10:30 AM 
 ...................................................... Town Hall Meeting ................ during coffee hour 

Tues., Dec. 2 .......................................... Quilters ......................................... 9:00 AM 
 .................................................. Church Council meeting ............................ 5:30 PM 

Wed., Dec. 10 .................................... Soup Supper ...................................... 5:30 PM 
 ................................................ Advent Midweek Worship ........................... 6:15 PM 
 .......................................... at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church ...................................  

Sun., Dec. 14 .............................. Adult Sunday School ............................... 9:30 AM 
 ............................................................... Worship ....................................... 10:30 AM 
 ........................................................ PFLAG meeting ................................... 2:00 PM 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Keep awake. C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

Worship Assistants 

Date Acolyte Ushers Musician Lector Altar Guild 
Assisting 
Minister 

Worship  
Leader Coffee Hosts 

Dec. 
7 

Braxdon 
Penry 

Dean 
McGinnis, 
Ted      
Murphy 

Mitchell 
Bean 

Diane 
Bottorff 

Ashley  
Watson & 
Team 1 

Marcy 
Carlson 

Curt Lewis Diane    
Bottorff 

Dec. 
14 

Ella Bosch, 
Curt Lewis 

Marcy 
Carlson, 
Howard 
Reece 

Laurie 
Jackson 

Marcy 
Carlson 

Ashley  
Watson & 
Team 1 

Ted     
Murphy 

Parker  
Jackson 

 

Dec. 
21 

Cindy 
McGinnis 

Bob      
Horton, 
Curt Lewis 

Mitchell 
Bean 

LaVell 
Winsor 

Ashley  
Watson & 
Team 1 

Marcy 
Carlson 

Duane 
Pomeroy 

Marilyn 
Heckman 

Diane is asking for coffee hour hosts for December 21st and December 
28th. You can contact her at 785.231.0379 to volunteer. 
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Christmas Eve 
Candlelight 
Worship 
December 24, 2025, 
4:00 pm 

Hope Incarnate 
Advent midweek evening services 

Wednesdays, December 10th and 17th 
6:15 pm 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
2021 SW 29th St, Topeka, KS 

There will be a soup supper before worship, 
starting at 5:30 pm. 

Volunteers are needed to provide soup 
and for speaking parts during worship. 

Our annual meeting is scheduled for 
January 18, 2026 immediately after 
worship. 
If you are involved with any commit-
tees, please begin preparing your re-
port to be included in the annual re-
port. 
Thank you! 

Please plan to attend our town hall meeting 
today during coffee hour. The meeting will take 
place downstairs in Fellowship Hall. 

We will be asking for congregational input re-
garding sharing our space with other entities.. 

We need your voice! 
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Together in Community  

 Living with Christ  

  Caring for Neighbors 
Living with Christ’s Love 

As Lutherans, we believe that we are justified by faith alone through the 
grace of God (Ephesians 2:1-9). As our namesake Martin Luther made clear, 
we are both sinners and saints as we live our lives of faith. Together as Chris-
tians, we are called to allow God into our lives everyday and to do our best to 
live according to Christ’s love. We do this through being a community of 
faithful that welcomes all people to join us in prayer, service, study, and wor-
ship as we journey together in learning how to live out the Great Command-
ment. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President Diane Bottorff 

Vice-President Curt Lewis (Maintenance) 
Secretary Dean McGinnis (Congregational Life) 

Shelley Andrews (Administration) 
Marilyn Heckman (Community Relations)  Parker Jackson (TBD) 

Steve Luoma (Administration) Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care) 
Treasurer Bob Kobbeman 


