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We are glad you are here!
It is always good to be together, hearing the Word.
Thank you for choosing to worship at Trinity Lutheran Topeka.

Thank you, Duane Pomeroy, for leading worship today.

HYMN SING ALONG

How Good, Lord, to Be Here ELW 315
Brightest and Best of the Stars ELW 303
Morning Has Broken ELW 556
Soon and Very Soon ELW 439
Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 3
GATHERING
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever. C Amen.
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P
C

C

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Je-
sus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Light Shone in Darkness ELW 307
1 Light shone in darkness at the world’s creation, bathing in beauty nature’s

revelation. All that has being, cry in adoration, "Praise for the light. Amen!"

2 Light shone in darkness at the new creation; Christ rose in glory, won for us

salvation. Sing, earth and heaven, hymns of jubilation, praise for the light. Amen!
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3 Light shines in darkness till the full creation; Christ’s body, groaning, suffers
tribulation, longs for God’s justice, global transformation, prays for the light.

Amen!

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939. Text © 2001, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A

C

Let us pray.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly
and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perse-
verance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the
life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.




WORD

FIRST READING: MICAH 6:1-8

1 Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the
hills hear your voice.

2Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the
earth, for the LORD has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel.
3“0 my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of
slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

50 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son
of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may
know the saving acts of the LORD.”

6“With what shall I come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?

7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of
0il? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin
of my soul?”

8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PsALM 15 Sung responsively
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1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle?

Who may abide upon your ! holy hill?
2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right,

who speak the truth | from their heart;
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends;

they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor.
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear
the LORD.

They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word.
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst
the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.



SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in the wisdom
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the fool-
ishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and
Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 2¢but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by hu-
man standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world,
things that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the
presence of God. 30In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for
us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3'in
order that, as it 1s written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

L  The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:1-12
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
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6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.

11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds
of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.”
L The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON DUANE POMEROY

HYMN OF THE DAY Let Streams of Living Justice ELW 710

Please stand for the final verse of the hymn.

1 Let streams of living justice flow down upon the earth; give freedom’s light to
captives, let all the poor have worth. The hungry’s hands are pleading, the
workers claim their rights, the mourners long for laughter, the blinded seek for
sight. Make liberty a beacon, strike down the iron pow’r; abolish ancient venge-
ance: proclaim your people’s hour.

2 For healing of the nations, for peace that will not end, for love that makes us
lovers, God grant us grace to mend. Weave our varied gifts together; knit our
lives as they are spun; on your loom of time enroll us till our thread of life is
run. O great weaver of our fabric, bind church and world in one; dye our texture
with your radiance, light our colors with your sun.

3 Your city’s built to music; we are the stones you seek; your harmony is lan-
guage; we are the words you speak. Our faith we find in service, our hope in
others’ dreams, our love in hand of neighbor; our homeland brightly gleams. In-
scribe our hearts with justice; your way—the path untried; your truth—the
heart of stranger; your life—the Crucified.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934. Text © 1989 William Whitla.



APOSTLES CREED

P
C

Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

A

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

A
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God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do
justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We
pray for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the
health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity
of life on earth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up leaders who serve with integrity and respect
human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, journalists,
artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution,
poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to
safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any way especially Charlotte
O’Brien, Shelley Andrews, Junior & Liz Utech, Martha Nemeth, and David
McGinnis. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and
for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model
love for their neighbor and care for others. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our love, we pray for Collin Horton and Marcy Carlson as they celebrate
their birthdays. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



P God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed
humbly with you. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

P Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in

Christ Jesus our Savior.
C Amen.

THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for
those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use
what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. C Amen

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

A

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever. C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P May God who comes among us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, grant us
patience in waiting, peace in darkness, and good news to share always.

SENDING HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW 669

1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain ambitions turn; Christ rose triumphant
that your hearts with nobler zeal might burn.

2 Speak out, O saints of God! Despair engulfs earth’s frame; as heirs of God’s
baptismal grace, the word of hope proclaim.

3 Rise up, O saints of God! The kingdom’s task embrace; redress sin’s cruel
consequence; give justice larger place.

4 Give heed, O saints of God! Creation cries in pain; stretch forth your hand of
healing now, with love the weak sustain.

5 Commit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has trod; and, quickened by

the Spirit’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936. Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL

A

Go 1n peace. Do justice. Love mercy. C Thanks be to God

POSTLUDE
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY

Doorstep Food Collection Day
Hymn Sing Along

Worship
Tues., Jan. 27
Sun., Feb. 8 Adult Sunday School
Worship & Holy Communion
PFLAG meeting.........c.cccccovvvvviiiiinninnnnnn.. 2:00 PM
Worship Assistants
Assisting Worship
Date | Acolyte Ushers Musician | Lector | Altar Guild | Minister Leader Coffee Hosts
Feb. 1 | Braxdon | Diane Mitchell | Debbie Pam Ted Duane Howard & Loni
Penry Bottorff Bean Pomeroy | Kobbeman | Murphy Pomeroy Reece
& Team 3
Feb. 8 Marcy Diane Pam Rev. Chad Troy Abbott &
Carlson, Bottorff | Kobbeman Langdon Jeffrey Schaf-
Dean & Team 3 ersman
McGinnis

Please note we are in need of worship volunteers next week
due to schedule conflicts. We love volunteers!

Also note the Time and Talent sheet included in your bulletin

today. Last Sunday was quite busy, so here is another
opportunity to complete the survey. God’s Work. Our Hands.

Doorstep’s 2026

4
SOUPERBOWL

SUNDAY” IS
FEBRUARY 8th

Souper Bowl Sunday for Doorstep is February 8th.
Please bring soup and crackers to worship on Feb-
ruary 8th, or to the office anytime the week before.
Their goal this year is to collect 10,000 pounds to

stock their pantry shelves!
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

725 SW Buchanan St. * Topeka, Kansas 66606
. Phone: 785-233-0767 + Email: office@topekatlc.org
Website: trinitylutherantopeka.org

OFFICE HOURS
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday

Together in Community
Living with Christ

Caring for Neighbors
Caring for Our Neighbors

Jesus commands us that when we care for the least of these; that we are in
the presence of Christ (Matthew 25:44-45). As a congregation, we deeply care
about serving those in need in our community. We hope to be a place of ref-
uge and support for our neighborhood and to be a place to uplift those people
that struggle around us. We also support ministries both local, national, and
global as a church in the ELCA. As a congregation, we focus our efforts to
partner with community organizations like Doorstep, while expanding oppor-
tunities to help our neighborhood through activities like our food ministry
and community garden. We continue to be open to the ways that God calls us
to be a presence in our community and to create a world where all are cared
for in our society (Philippians 2:4).

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
President Duane Pomeroy
Vice-President Steve Luoma
Secretary Diane Bottorff
Treasurer Bob Kobbeman
Troy Abbott Marilyn Heckman  Parker Jackson

Curt Lewis Howard Reece

12




