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PRELUDE 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 3 

GATHERING 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able. 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. C Amen. 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Je-
sus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN O Lord, throughout These Forty Days ELW 319 
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days you prayed and kept the fast; inspire 

repentance for our sin, and free us from our past. 
2 You strove with Satan, and you won; your faithfulness endured; lend us your 

nerve, your skill, and trust in God’s eternal word. 
3 Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed and fixed your mind above; so teach 

us to deny ourselves that we may know God’s love. 
4 Be with us through this season, Lord, and all our earthly days, that when the 

final Easter dawns, we join in heaven’s praise. 

We are glad you are here! 
It is always good to be together, hearing the Word. 

Thank you for choosing to worship at Trinity Lutheran Topeka. 
Thank you, Parker Jackson, for leading worship today. 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. 

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and 
around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty 
promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and 
restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. Please be seated. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING:  GENESIS 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 
it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of 
the garden, 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for 
in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in 
the garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent 
said to the woman, “You will not die, 5for God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and 
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and 
she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of 
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made loincloths for themselves. 
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 32 Spoken responsively 
1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away! 
2Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit 
there is no guile! 
3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning all day 
long. 
4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was dried 
up as in the heat of summer. 
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. I said, “I will 
confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of 
trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with 
shouts of deliverance. 
8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I will 
guide you with my eye. 
9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be fitted 
with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
10Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those who 
trust in the LORD. 
11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; shout for joy, all who are true of 
heart. 
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 5:12-19 
12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, 
and so death spread to all because all have sinned 13for sin was indeed in the world 
before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death reigned 
from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who 
is a pattern of the one who was to come. 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. 
For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the 
grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for 
the many. 16And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment 
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift following many trespass-
es brings justification. 17If, because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned 
through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace 
and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act 
of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as through the one 
man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s obedi-
ence the many will be made righteous. 
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 4:1-11 
1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3The tempter 
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 
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loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 5Then the devil took him to 
the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command his an-
gels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not 
dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not 
put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high moun-
tain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, 9and he said to 
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus 
said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve only him.’” 11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and wait-
ed on him. 

L The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
 
SERMON PARKER JACKSON 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 503 
 Please stand for the final verse of the hymn. 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; he breaks the cruel 
oppressor’s rod and wins salvation glorious. The old evil foe, sworn to work us 
woe, with dread craft and might he arms himself to fight. On earth he has no 
equal. 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected. But now a 
champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected. Ask who this may be: Lord 
of hosts is he! Christ Jesus our Lord, God’s only Son, adored. He holds the field 
victorious. 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat’ning to devour us, we tremble 
not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow’r us. This world’s prince may rage, 
in fierce war engage. He is doomed to fail; God’s judgment must prevail! One 
little word subdues him. 

4 4 God’s Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; for God him-
self fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. If they take our house, goods, 
fame, child, or spouse, wrench our life away, they cannot win the day. The 
kingdom’s ours forever! 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. 
Augsburg Fortress. 
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APOSTLES CREED 
P Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 
A Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 

world and its needs. 
A brief silence. 
A God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to 

resist temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
A God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience threat-

en this planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of rever-
ence, awe, and gentleness. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of vio-

lence with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace. 
Grant courage to those who challenge, especially around issues of racism and 
systemic oppression. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give 

peace to all who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or iso-
lated. Especially we pray for Charlotte O’Brien, Shelley Andrews, Junior & Liz 
Utech, Martha Nemeth, and David McGinnis. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for 

bread, bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your 
life-giving word. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A God of life, we pray for Loretta Hoerman, Erin Lewis, and Brayden Winsor as 

they celebrate their birthdays. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
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P God of life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding grace, 
and for those who, by grace, now rest eternally in you. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
C Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated. 

THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING AND OFFERING SONG  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your 
Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. 

C Amen 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
A O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. C Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, 

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains crea-
tion, ☩ bless you now and always. 

 

SENDING HYMN Chief of Sinners Though I Be ELW 609 
1 Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me, died that I might live 

on high, lives that I might never die. As the branch is to the vine, I am his, and 
he is mine. 

2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love! Higher than the heav’ns above, deeper than the 
depths of sea, lasting as eternity. Love that found me—wondrous thought—
found me when I sought him not. 

3 Only Jesus can impart balm to heal the wounded heart, peace that flows from 
sin forgiv’n, joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, faith and hope to walk with God in 
the way that Enoch trod. 
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4 Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me; all my wants to him are 
known, all my sorrows are his own. He sustains the hidden life safe with him 
from earthly strife. 

5 O my Savior, help afford by your Spirit and your word! When my wayward 
heart would stray, keep me in the narrow way; grace in time of need supply 
while I live and when I die. 

Text: William McComb, 1793-1870 

DISMISSAL 

Treasurer report as of 1-31–2026  Income and Expense update 
Year to date giving is $9,480.57, which would annualize to $114,000 and would be 
below budget projections for the year. 
Year to date expenses totaled $7,528.30 which is below budget for the month and 
was favorable to budget by $1,977.27 (we covered our expenses for the month and 
had some left over). 
Restricted giving totaled $304.00 for the month. 
Summary of performance is good - even with giving under budget, as lower expens-
es helped make up this giving shortfall. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY 
Today, Feb. 22 ....................... Children’s Sunday School ............................... 9:45 AM 
 ............................................................. Worship ........................................... 10:30 AM 

Tues., Feb. 24 ...................................... Quilters ............................................. 9:00 AM 
 ....................................................... TLHA meeting ........................................ 7:00 PM 

Wed., Feb. 18 ................. Lenten Midweek worship @ OSLC ........................ 6:15 PM 
 ......................................................... Soup Supper .......................................... 5:30 PM 

Sun., Mar. 1 ....................... Doorstep Food Collection Day ..........................................  
 ..................................................... Hymn Sing Along ................................... 10:15 AM 
 ............................................................. Worship ........................................... 10:30 AM 

Worship Assistants 

Date Acolyte Ushers Musician Lector Altar Guild 
Assisting 
Minister 

Worship  
Leader Coffee Hosts 

Feb. 
22 

Brayden 
Winsor 

Jeffrey 
Schaf-
ersman, 
Howard 
Reece 

Laurie 
Jackson 

Loni 
Reece 

Pam      
Kobbeman 
& Team 3 

Ted     
Murphy 

Parker  
Jackson 

Carol Marker 

Mar. 
1 

Janeen 
Horton 

Marcy   
Carlson, 
Dean 
McGinnis 

 Shelley 
Andrews 

Janeen 
Horton & 
Team 2 

Bob     
Horton 

Curt Lewis Duane & Debbe 
Pomeroy 
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Together in Community  

 Living with Christ  

  Caring for Neighbors 
Caring for Our Neighbors 

Jesus commands us that when we care for the least of these; that we are in 
the presence of Christ (Matthew 25:44-45). As a congregation, we deeply care 
about serving those in need in our community. We hope to be a place of ref-
uge and support for our neighborhood and to be a place to uplift those people 
that struggle around us. We also support ministries both local, national, and 
global as a church in the ELCA. As a congregation, we focus our efforts to 
partner with community organizations like Doorstep, while expanding oppor-
tunities to help our neighborhood through activities like our food ministry 
and community garden. We continue to be open to the ways that God calls us 
to be a presence in our community and to create a world where all are cared 
for in our society (Philippians 2:4). 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  office@topekatlc.org 

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
President Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care) 

Vice-President Steve Luoma (Administration) 
Secretary Diane Bottorff (Congregational Life) 

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman (Administration) 
Troy Abbott (Administration) Marilyn Heckman (Community Relations) 

 Parker Jackson (Congregational Life) 
Curt Lewis (Maintenance) Howard Reece (Maintenance) 


