Trinity Lutheran Church

March

8

2026

3rd Sunday
of Lent

Together
in Community
Living
Pl with Christ
'l Caring
fl for Neighbors

~ ...those who
: drink of the
water that |
will give them
will never be

thirsty.
John 4:14

Sl enis me i

www.trinitylutherantopeka.org



We are glad you are here!
It is always good to be together, hearing the Word.
Thank you for choosing to worship at Trinity Lutheran Topeka.

Thank you, Marcy Carlson, for leading worship today.

PRELUDE

Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 3

GATHERING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able.

P

P

P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever. C Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P
C

C

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who 1s rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Je-
sus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335

1

Jesus, keep me near the cross, there’s a precious fountain; free to all, a healing
stream flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.

Refrain

In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever; till my ransomed soul shall find rest
beyond the river.

Near the cross, a trembling soul, love and mercy found me; there the bright and
morning star sheds its beams around me. Refrain




3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me; help me walk from
day to day with its shadow o’er me. Refrain

4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hoping, trusting ever, till I reach the golden

strand just beyond the river. Refrain

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.

KYRIE

C And also with you.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

N Assisting minister )
&> —
\j/ 1ot & et [ ] & d & [7)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
Al | I
)’ Arm— ! . — . I
|  E—— | ] ]
————
Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
8] I [Po———
)" A1 I R I I I !
7 < — I —— C— —
R = e e e
we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
)" A1 N | ot f J— I I I I 4 I I I
] 2 — — I
j | ——
|
Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
0
7 e I S R ; . I
—— — T 7 — P—
o — — ) B >
J g o
you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
0 — — . .
¥ = T T 1 e B .  — ! I
y 4 — | | Y R— ] |
[ [anYd T &
~ = —
you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - celve our prayer.
Q ] ] | [——1 — ] JE— |
4 E—— | r —— 7 — —— i —
N e
For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
Q ] g ] ; — I
e r—Fr—r—"— ======
A\ \av ] I — I —
J ' [ —] d
you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
0D p— J——
7 — | — I .
© — : ti o
v .
in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray.
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that
flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Please be seated.




WORD

FIRST READING: EXODUS 17:1-7

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water
for the people to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water
to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the
LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and
livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do for this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead
of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the
staff with which you struck the Nile and go. éI will be standing there in front of you
on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the peo-
ple may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. "He called the
place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD,
saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PsSALM 95 Spoken responsively
1 Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud
shout to the LORD with psalms.

3For you, LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods.

4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also
yours.

5The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry land.

6 Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD our
maker.

7For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of
God’s hand. Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!

8“Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the
desert.

9There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, though they had seen my
works.

10 Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, ‘The heart of this people
goes astray; they do not know my ways.’

11Tndeed I swore in my anger, “They shall never come to my rest.

SECOND READING: ROMANS 5:1-11

1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand,
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we al-
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so boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, ‘and endur-
ance produces character, and character produces hope, >and hope does not put us to
shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ
died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his
love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much more surely,
therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved through
him from the wrath of God. 19For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to
God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will
we be saved by his life. 1'But more than that, we even boast in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
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P The Holy Gospel, according to John, the fourth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: JOHN 4:5-42

5Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob
had given to his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his
journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7A Samaritan woman came to
draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to
the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a
Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common
with Samaritans.) 1%Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would
have given you living water.” 11'The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket,
and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 2Are you greater than
our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank
from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty
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again, 4but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty.
The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eter-
nal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 6Jesus said to her, “Go, call
your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no husband.”
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ 8for you have had
five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said
is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 200ur ances-
tors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must
worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is com-
ing when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is
from the Jews. 2But the hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to
worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called
Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I
am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 27Just then his disciples came. They were
astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you
want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 26Then the woman left her water jar
and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see a man who told
me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30They left the
city and were on their way to him. 31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him,
“Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not
know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him
something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent
me and to complete his work. 3°Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the
harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for har-
vesting. 36The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal
life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds
true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 381 sent you to reap that for which you did not
labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 3¥Many Samari-
tans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me
everything I have ever done.” 49So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked
him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 4:And many more believed
because of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you
said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is tru-
ly the Savior of the world.”

L The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON MARCY CARLSON



HYMN OF THE DAY Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me ELW 623

Please stand for the final verse of the hymn.

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee; let the water and the
blood, from thy riven side which flowed, be of sin the double cure; cleanse me
from its guilt and pow’r.

Not the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law’s demands; could my zeal no
respite know, could my tears forever flow, all for sin could not atone; thou must
save, and thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to thy cross I cling. Naked, come to thee for
dress; helpless, look to thee for grace; foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me,
Savior, or I die.

While I draw this fleeting breath, when mine eyelids close in death, when I soar
to worlds unknown, see thee on thy judgment throne, Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee. Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778

APOSTLES CREED

P
C

Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

A

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

A brief silence.

A

>0 >0

(@)

O God, when suffering arises, preserve your church. Give to pastors, deacons,
bishops, and all servants of your gospel the endurance that produces character
and the hope that will never disappoint. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send water to places languishing
with drought, and bring relief to places damaged by floods. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations and
peoples, and reconcile humans across the lines of race, class, nationality, moral
conviction, religion, and all else that divides or oppresses. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
8



When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send water and food to all who
need nourishment. Grant welcome to all who are excluded. Show your mercy to
any in need, especially Charlotte O’Brien, Shelley Andrews, Junior & Liz Utech,
Martha Nemeth, and David McGinnis. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A When we gather to worship, send us your Spirit. Renew our hearts through our
joyful noise and bless the work of our church musicians. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A When we gather to celebrate, grant us blessings. We pray for Bob Kobbeman as
he celebrates his birthday. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

P O God, when death draws near, we rejoice in the promise of life with you. We
remember all who have entered eternal rest, and we pray that you bring us the
hope of sharing in your glory. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

P Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

C Amen.

THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
Let us greet one another with God’s peace.

Please be seated.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your
Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’
name.

C Amen

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

A O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever. C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
P May God bless us and keep us. May God’s face shine on us and be gracious to
us. May God look on us with favor and + give us peace. C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ELW 618

1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren land. I am weak,
but you are mighty; hold me with your pow’rful hand. Bread of heaven, bread of
heaven, feed me now and evermore, feed me now and evermore.

2 Open now the crystal fountain where the healing waters flow; let the fire and
cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer,
shield me with your mighty arm, shield me with your mighty arm.

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; death of death
and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side. Songs and praises, songs
and praises, I will raise forevermore, I will raise forevermore.

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. C Thanks be to God

POSTLUDE

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY

Quilters ......ccccvviiiiiii 9:00 AM

Lenten Midweek worship @ OSLC....................... 6:15 PM
SOUP SUPPET ..o, 5:30 PM

Community Relations meeting...........ccccccuueen.... 9:30 AM
Worship

Worship Assistants

Assisting Worship
Date | Acolyte Ushers Musician | Lector | Altar Guild | Minister Leader Coffee Hosts
Mar. |Brayden |Diane Laurie Steve Janeen Parker Marcy Troy Abbott &
8 Winsor Bottorff, Jackson | Luoma Horton & Jackson Carlson Jeffrey Schaf-
Duane Team 2 ersman
Pomeroy
Mar. |Braxdon |Troy Abbott, | Mitchell |LaVell Janeen Marcy Donna Allen
15 Penry Howard Bean Winsor Horton & Carlson
Reece Team 2
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

725 SW Buchanan St. * Topeka, Kansas 66606
Phone: 785-233-0767 + Email: office@topekatlc.org
Website: trinitylutherantopeka.org

OFFICE HOURS
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday

Together in Community
Living with Christ
Caring for Neighbors

Living with Christ’s Love

As Lutherans, we believe that we are justified by faith alone through the
grace of God (Ephesians 2:1-9). As our namesake Martin Luther made clear,
we are both sinners and saints as we live our lives of faith. Together as Chris-
tians, we are called to allow God into our lives everyday and to do our best to
live according to Christ’s love. We do this through being a community of
faithful that welcomes all people to join us in prayer, service, study, and wor-
ship as we journey together in learning how to live out the Great Command-
ment.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL

President Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care)
Vice-President Steve Luoma (Administration)
Secretary Diane Bottorff (Congregational Life)
Treasurer Bob Kobbeman (Administration)
Troy Abbott (Administration) Marilyn Heckman (Community Relations)
Parker Jackson (Congregational Life)
Curt Lewis (Maintenance) Howard Reece (Maintenance)

12




