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45 Again, the 
kingdom of heaven 
is like a merchant in 
search of fine pearls; 
46 on finding one 
pearl of great value, 
he went and sold 
all that he had and 
bought it.
   Matthew 13:45-46
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We are glad you are here!
It is always good to be together, hearing the Word.

Thank you for choosing to worship at Trinity Lutheran Topeka.
Thank you, Bob Horton, for leading worship today.

PRELUDE
Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 4

+ GATHERING +
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able.
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for refl ection.
P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of + Jesus 
Christ, our sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen us with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts through faith.

C Amen.
GATHERING HYMN O Holy Spirit, Enter In ELW 786
1 O Holy Spirit, enter in, and in our hearts your work begin, and make our hearts 

your dwelling. Sun of the soul, O Light divine, around and in us brightly shine, 
your strength in us upwelling. In your radiance life from heaven now is given 
overfl owing, gift of gifts beyond all knowing.

2 Left to ourselves, we surely stray; oh, lead us on the narrow way, with wisest 
counsel guide us; and give us steadfastness, that we may follow you forever free, 
no matter who derides us. Gently heal those hearts now broken; give some token 
you are near us, whom we trust to light and cheer us.
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3 O mighty Rock, O Source of life, let your good Word in doubt and strife be in us 
strongly burning, that we be faithful unto death and live in love and holy faith, 
from you true wisdom learning. Lord, your mercy on us shower; by your power 
Christ confessing, we will cherish all your blessing.

Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606-1673; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you 
bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your 
wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.

C Amen. Please be seated.
+ WORD +

FIRST READING:  1 KINGS 3:5-12
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask 
what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast 
love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, 
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for 
him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne 
today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of 
my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or 
come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 
great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, 
therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 
good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because 
you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life 
of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 
12 I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; 
no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
PSALM 119:129-136 Spoken responsively
129 Your decrees are wonderful;
  therefore I obey them with all my heart.
130 When your word is opened it gives light;
  it gives understanding to the simple.
131 I open my mouth and pant
  because I long for your commandments.
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
  as you always do to those who love your name.
133 Order my footsteps in your word;
  let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me,
  and I will keep your commandments.
135 Let your face shine upon your servant
  and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears,
  because people do not keep your teaching.
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:26-39
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And 
God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 We know that all things 
work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the fi rstborn within a large family. 
30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he 
also justifi ed, and those whom he justifi ed he also glorifi ed. 31 What then are we 
to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not 
withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also 
give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is 
God who justifi es. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was 
raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will affl iction or distress or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are 
being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in 
all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.L 
The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God. Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 10th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52
31 Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his fi eld;32 it is the smallest of all 
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 33 He told them 
another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of fl our until all of it was leavened.”
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a fi eld, which a man found 
and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that fi eld. 
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45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fi ne pearls; 46 on 
fi nding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fi sh of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and 
put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the 
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw 
them into the furnace of fi re, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like 
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is 
old.”
L The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.

SERMON BOB HORTON

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, You Thankful People, Come ELW 693
 Please stand for the fi nal verse of the hymn.
1 Come, ye thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest home. All be safely 

gathered in ere the winter storms begin. God, our maker, doth provide for our 
wants to be supplied. Come to God's own temple, come, raise the song of harvest 
home.

2 All the world is God's own fi eld, fruit unto his praise to yield; wheat and tares 
together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown. First the blade, and then the ear, then 
the full corn shall appear. Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and 
pure may be.

3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his harvest home; from his fi eld 
shall in that day all offenses purge away; give his angels charge at last in the 
fi re the tares to cast, but the fruitful ears to store in his garner evermore.

4 Even so, Lord, quickly come to thy fi nal harvest home. Gather then thy people 
in, free from sorrow, free from sin, there, forever purifi ed, in thy garner to abide. 
Come, with all thine angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home!

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

APOSTLES CREED
P Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  Pi-
late, was crucifi ed, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS
A Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
A God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those 

preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who 
seek to lead your disciples in any way. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.
A God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence 

among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to
family farms, from ranches to wild places. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.
A God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories 

with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can 
never be separated. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.
A God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and

recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and
uncertainty. We pray especially for Charlotte O’Brien, Shelley Andrews, Liz 
Utech, Martha Nemeth, Linda Longren, and David McGinnis. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.
A God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that

distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A God our life-giver, we share your love with Hudson Ralph, Alex Nichols,

Parker Jackson, and Brooke Ralph as they celebrate their birthdays, and Andy 
& LaVell Winsor and David & Cindy McGinnis as they celebrate their wedding 
aniversaries. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.
P God who seeks, fi nds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift 

of creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you 
thanks. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.
P Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all 

our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated.
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+ THANKSGIVING +
OFFERING AND OFFERING SONG
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 

you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever.

C Amen
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
A O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us 
to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever.

C Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

+ SENDING +
BLESSING
P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold us today and 

always.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN Sing to the Lord of Harvest ELW 694
1 Sing to the Lord of harvest your songs of love and praise; with joyful hearts and 

voices your alleluias raise; by him the rolling seasons in fruitful order move; 
sing to the Lord of harvest a joyous song of love.

2 God makes the clouds drop fatness, the deserts bloom and spring, the hills leap 
up in gladness, the valleys laugh and sing. God fi lls them with his fullness, all 
things with large increase and crowns the year with goodness, with plenty and 
with peace.

3 Bring to this sacred altar the gifts his goodness gave, the golden sheaves of 
harvest, the souls Christ died to save. Your hearts lay down before him when at 
his feet you fall, and with your lives adore him who gave his life for all.

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.

DISMISSAL
A Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY
Today, July 26 ......................................Worship ........................................ 10:30 AM
Tues., July 28 .......................................Quilters .......................................... 9:30 AM
......................................................... TLHA meeting ..................................... 7:00 PM
Sun., Aug. 2 ..........................................Worship ........................................ 10:30 AM

Worship Leaders & Assistants
Date Acolyte Ushers Musician Lector Altar 

Guild
Assisting 
Minister

Worship 
Leader

Coffee 
Host

July 
26

Braxdon 
Penry

Diane    
Bottorff

Laurie 
Jackson

Debbie 
Pomeroy

Cindy 
McGinnis 
& Team 3

Marcy 
Carlson

Parker 
Jackson

Duane & 
Debbie 
Pomeroy

Aug. 
2

Curt 
Lewis

Howard  
Reece,    
Jeffrey 
Schafers-
man

Loni 
Reece

Marilyn 
Heckman 
& Team 1

Ted  
Murphy

Carol 
Marker

Aug. 
9

Janeen 
Horton

Dean      
McGinnis,           
Ted      
Murphy

Steve 
Luoma

Marilyn 
Heckman 
& Team 1

Bob   
Horton

Marcy 
Carlson

David & Cindy McGinnis invite you to 
drop in and say hello as they celebrate 50 
years of marriage.
No gifts please.
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  offi ce@topekatlc.org

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org

OFFICE HOURS
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday

 Together in Community 
 Living with Christ 
  Caring for Neighbors
Living with Christ’s Love
As Lutherans, we believe that we are justifi ed by faith alone through the grace of 
God (Ephesians 2:1-9). As our namesake Martin Luther made clear, we are both 
sinners and saints as we live our lives of faith. Together as Christians, we are 
called to allow God into our lives everyday and to do our best to live according to 
Christ’s love. We do this through being a community of faithful that welcomes all 
people to join us in prayer, service, study, and worship as we journey together in 
learning how to live out the Great Commandment.

Congregation Council
President Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care)

Vice-President Steve Luoma (Administration)
Secretary Diane Bottorff (Congregational Life)

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman (Administration)
Troy Abbott (Administration)

Marilyn Heckman (Community Relations)
Parker Jackson (Congregational Life)

 Curt Lewis (Maintenance) Howard Reece (Maintenance)


