
1

Tr inity  Lutheran Church

August

23
2026

13th Sunday
of Pentecost

www.tr ini ty lutherantopeka.org

Together
 in Community
Living
 with Christ
Caring
 for Neighbors

And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and 
on this rock I will 
build my church, 
and the gates of 
Hades will not 
prevail against it.
 Matthew 16:18
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We are glad you are here!
It is always good to be together, hearing the Word.

Thank you for choosing to worship at Trinity Lutheran Topeka.
Thank you, Pr. Dinah Dutta, for leading worship today.

PRELUDE
Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 4

GATHERING
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able.
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for refl ection.
P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of + Jesus 
Christ, our sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen us with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts through faith.

C Amen.
GATHERING HYMN O Holy Spirit, Enter In ELW 786
1 O Holy Spirit, enter in, and in our hearts your work begin, and make our hearts 

your dwelling. Sun of the soul, O Light divine, around and in us brightly shine, 
your strength in us upwelling. In your radiance life from heaven now is given 
overfl owing, gift of gifts beyond all knowing.

2 Left to ourselves, we surely stray; oh, lead us on the narrow way, with wisest 
counsel guide us; and give us steadfastness, that we may follow you forever free, 
no matter who derides us. Gently heal those hearts now broken; give some token 
you are near us, whom we trust to light and cheer us.
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3 O mighty Rock, O Source of life, let your good Word in doubt and strife be in us 
strongly burning, that we be faithful unto death and live in love and holy faith, 
from you true wisdom learning. Lord, your mercy on us shower; by your power 
Christ confessing, we will cherish all your blessing.

Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606-1673; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray.

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of 
our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we 
may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen. Please be seated.
WORD

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 51:1-6
1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, who seek the Lord. Look to the rock 
from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2 Look 
to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but one when I 
called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 3 For the Lord will comfort 
Zion; he will comfort all her waste places and will make her wilderness like 
Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in 
her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4 Listen to me, my people, and give heed 
to me, my nation, for a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light to 
the peoples. 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out, 
and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm 
they hope. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath, for 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and 
those who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be forever, and my 
deliverance will never be ended.
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
PSALM 138 Spoken responsively
1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
  before the gods I will sing your praise.
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because 
of your steadfast love and faithfulness;
  for you have glorifi ed your name and your word above all things.
3 When I called, you answered me;
  you increased my strength within me.
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
  when they have heard the words of your mouth.
5 They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
  that great is the glory of the LORD.
6 The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
  perceiving the haughty from afar.
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand 
shall save me.
8 You will make good your purpose for me;
  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the 
works of your hands.
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 12:1-8
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifi ce, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by 
the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we 
have many members and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 
in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the 
encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness.
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 15th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 16:13-20
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some 
say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For fl esh and blood has not revealed 
this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
L The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.

SERMON PR. DINAH DUTTA
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HYMN OF THE DAY The Church’s One Foundation ELW 654
 Please stand for the fi nal verse of the hymn.
1 The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; she is his new creation by 

water and the word. From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

2 Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth, her charter of salvation one 
Lord, one faith, one birth: one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued.

3 Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed, by schisms rent 
asunder, by heresies distressed, yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry 
goes up: “How long?” And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

4 Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, she waits the consummation 
of peace forevermore; till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, and 
the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.

5 Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, and mystic sweet 
communion with those whose rest is won. Oh, blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, 
save us by your grace, that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900

APOSTLES CREED
P Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucifi ed, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
A With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.
A God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen 

and encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly 
proclaim your word of life to all the world. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.
A You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and

wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us 
to be wise stewards of all you have made. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.
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A You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations
experiencing war, confl ict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief 
agencies and peacemaking organizations. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.
A You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all 

who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental
illness, that they know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this 
day, especially Charlotte O’Brien, Shelley Andrews, Liz Utech, Martha Nemeth, 
and David McGinnis. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.
A You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many gifts and talents 

of this congregation. We ask for blessings upon Loni Reece and Heather Klamm 
as they celebrate their birthdays, and upon Camdyn Ralph, Carsyn Ralph, and 
Janeen Horton as they remember their baptisms. Strengthen the bonds of
fellowship that all may be united as the body of Christ. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.
P Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in 

the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at 
your eternal banquet. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.
P Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask 

in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen
THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated.
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THANKSGIVING
OFFERING AND OFFERING SONG

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 

you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever.

C Amen



9

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
We invite all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior to share in Holy 
Communion. Grape juice is available as an alternative to wine as well as gluten-free 
wafers. Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing. Hands cupped open 
indicate an openness to receive communion; hands closed refl ect a desire to receive a 
blessing.
Everyone who goes forward for communion will be viewed on camera. Should you 
prefer not to have your image recorded, please stay in your seat and tell an usher 
you would like to have communion served to you in your pew.

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION HYMN Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me ELW 623
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee; let the water and the 

blood, from thy riven side which fl owed, be of sin the double cure; cleanse me 
from its guilt and pow’r.

2 Not the labors of my hands can fulfi ll thy law’s demands; could my zeal no 
respite know, could my tears forever fl ow, all for sin could not atone; thou must 
save, and thou alone.

3 Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to thy cross I cling. Naked, come to thee for 
dress; helpless, look to thee for grace; foul, I to the fountain fl y; wash me, Savior, 
or I die.

4 While I draw this fl eeting breath, when mine eyelids close in death, when I soar 
to worlds unknown, see thee on thy judgment throne, Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

 let me hide myself in thee. Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778
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P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.

C Amen. Please stand as you are able.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are fi lled 

with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. C Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 

always. C Amen.

SENDING HYMN Faith of Our Fathers ELW 812
1 Faith of our fathers, living still in spite of dungeon, fi re, and sword. Oh, how our 

hearts beat high with joy whene’er we hear that glorious word.
Refrain
 Faith of our fathers, holy faith, we will be true to thee till death.
2 The martyrs, chained in prisons dark, were still in heart and conscience free; 

and blest would be their children’s fate if they, like them, should die for thee.  
Refrain

3 Faith of our fathers! We will love both friend and foe in all our strife; proclaim 
thee too, as love knows how, by saving word and faithful life.   Refrain

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.

DISMISSAL
A Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!       C   Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE



12

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY
Today, Aug. 23 .......................Worship with Communion ......................... 10:30 AM
Tues., Aug. 25 .......................................Quilters .......................................... 9:30 AM
......................................................... THLA meeting ..................................... 7:00 PM
Sun., Aug. 30 ...............................5th Sunday Special ...............................................
...............................................................Worship ........................................ 10:30 AM
..............................................Congregational Life meeting ................................Noon

Worship Leaders & Assistants
Date Acolyte Ushers Musician Lector Altar 

Guild
Assisting 
Minister

Worship 
Leader

Coffee 
Host

Aug. 
23

Brayden 
Winsor

Diane    
Bottorff, 
Howard 
Reece

Mitchell 
Bean

Braxdon 
Penry

Marilyn 
Heckman 
& Team 1

Marcy 
Carlson

Pr. Dinah 
Dutta

Jeffrey 
Schafers-
man/Troy 
Abbott

Aug. 
30

Duane 
Pomeroy, 
Jeffrey 
Schafers-
man

Laurie 
Jackson

Marcy 
Carlson

Marilyn 
Heckman 
& Team 1

Ted  
Murphy

Please take note that we are asking for a volunteer to serve 
as acolyte and as worship leader on Aug. 30.
If you would like to serve as coffee host on Aug. 30, please 
let Diane Bottorff know.

We LOVE volunteers!

Next Sunday, August 30, our 5th Sunday Special Collection 
will used to support unexpected maintenance issues in our 
building, items like air conditioning, heating, elevator. Look for 
the envelope in your bulletin next week.
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WU CAMPUS MINISTRY
The Bods Feeding Bods pantry will be excited to receive dona-
tions from Trinity for their fall semester. Oral hygiene items 
just fl y off the shelves! So please consider donating toothpaste, 
mouthwash, dental fl oss, fl oss picks, and/or individual tooth-
brushes. The WU box will be by the east entrance through 
August 30. Then Duane & Debbie will deliver to WU. Thank 
you for your thoughtfulness!

During the months of August and 
September, the Community Relations 
committee, together with Congregational 
Life, is asking for new or gently used 
book bags, backpacks, small suitcases 
and duffel bags (preferably on wheels) 
be brought to church for blessing on 
September 13th. These items will be 
donated to KVC for use by foster children 
in their care.

Doorstep is continuing 
Christmas in July into 
August. Please see the 
information about Christmas in July on the next 
page. 

kansas.kvc.org
KVC Kansas represents one of the broadest 
child welfare and behavioral healthcare 

continuums of care in the nation. We help over 12,000 Kansas children and 
their families each year through prevention services (family preservation), 
foster care case management, family reunifi cation services, adoption, 
outpatient behavioral health and more. KVC is driven by the best interests of 
each child and family, and has helped Kansas achieve national leadership in 
child welfare standards set by the federal Child and Family Services Review.

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly 
I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.’
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 Together in Community 
 Living with Christ 
  Caring for Neighbors
Caring for Our Neighbors
Jesus commands us that when we care for the least of these; that we are in the 
presence of Christ (Matthew 25:44-45). As a congregation, we deeply care about 
serving those in need in our community. We hope to be a place of refuge and sup-
port for our neighborhood and to be a place to uplift those people that struggle 
around us. We also support ministries both local, national, and global as a church 
in the ELCA. As a congregation, we focus our efforts to partner with community 
organizations like Doorstep, while expanding opportunities to help our neighbor-
hood through activities like our food ministry and community garden. We continue 
to be open to the ways that God calls us to be a presence in our community and to 
create a world where all are cared for in our society (Philippians 2:4).

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  offi ce@topekatlc.org

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org

OFFICE HOURS
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday

Congregation Council
President Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care)

Vice-President Steve Luoma (Administration)
Secretary Diane Bottorff (Congregational Life)

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman (Administration)
Troy Abbott (Administration)

Marilyn Heckman (Community Relations)
Parker Jackson (Congregational Life)

 Curt Lewis (Maintenance) Howard Reece (Maintenance)


