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Give therefore to 
Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s 
and to God the 
things that are 
God’s.
 Matthew 22:21
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We are glad you are here!
It is always good to be together, hearing the Word.

Thank you for choosing to worship at Trinity Lutheran Topeka.
Thank you, Bob Horton, for leading worship today.

PRELUDE
Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 3

+ GATHERING +
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able.
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and

healing upon the earth.
C Amen.
P Confi dent that God justifi es us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for refl ection.
P Compassionate God,
C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and 

in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and
bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking 
justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn 
our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

P Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

C Amen.
GATHERING HYMN You Servants of God ELW 825
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray.

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in 
your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us 
give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen. Please be seated.
+ WORD +

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 45:1-7
1 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped 
to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their robes, to open doors 
before him—and the gates shall not be closed: 2 I will go before you and level the 
mountains; I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of 
iron; 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, 
so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your 
name. 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob and Israel my chosen, I call you by your 
name; I give you a title, though you do not know me. 5 I am the LORD, and there is 
no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, 6 so 
that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is 
no one besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create 
darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the LORD do all these things.
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 96:1-13 Spoken responsively
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God’s salvation 
from day to day.
3 Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all 
gods.
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O LORD, have made 
the heavens.
6 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are 
in your sanctuary.
7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and 
power.
8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and 
enter the courts of the LORD.
9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the LORD, all the earth.
10 Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! The one who made the 
world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.”
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that 
is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, 
for you come to judge the earth.
13 You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth.
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SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-10
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We always give thanks 
to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering 
before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by 
God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not 
in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just 
as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And 
you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received 
the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the 
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth 
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God 
has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For they report 
about us what kind of welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from 
idols to serve a living and true God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
  Please stand as you are able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 22:15-22
15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. 16 So they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that 
you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of 
their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show 
me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to 
them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he 
said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the 
things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left 
him and went away.
L The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.
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SERMON BOB HORTON

HYMN OF THE DAY Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good ELW 871
 Please stand for the fi nal verse of the hymn.
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APOSTLES CREED
P Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucifi ed, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
A Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and 

the world.
A brief silence.
A We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life 

within them and sustain all those who work to preserve them. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct leaders around the world, that they 

act with compassion for the good of all. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A We pray for all people who work in dangerous environments. Grant them safety 

and courage. Heal all those who are injured, sick, or suffering especially Paula 
Soldan, Charlotte O’Brien, Shelley Andrews, Liz Utech, Martha Nemeth, Linda 
Longren, and David McGinnis. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
A We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church.

Encourage them in their work of faith and labor of love. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A We pray for your blessings on Marilyn Heckman as she celebrates her birthday, 

and on Barbara Apps, Ted Murphy, Brooke Ralph, and Collin Horton as they 
remember their baptisms. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
A Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give 

your spirit of love to Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Hazelwood, MO, 
Olsburg Lutheran Church, Olsburg, KS, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Glasco, KS, 
and Bethany College, Lindsborg, KS. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
P We thank you for our family who have been called home to you. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
P Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and 

those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
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THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated.

+ THANKSGIVING +
OFFERING AND OFFERING SONG
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All

blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our 
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and 
always. C Amen

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
A O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us 
to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. C Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

+ SENDING +
BLESSING
P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold us today and 

always. C Amen.
SENDING HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705
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DISMISSAL
A Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY
Today, Oct. 18.................... Community Relations meeting ........................ 9:30 AM
...............................................................Worship ........................................ 10:30 AM
Mon., Oct. 19 ............................ Stroke Support Group ............................... 6:00 PM
Tues., Oct. 20 ........................................Quilters .......................................... 9:30 AM
Thurs., Oct. 22 ............... November Trinity Tidings deadline ..................................
Sun., Oct. 25 ...............................Reformation Sunday ..............................................
.................................................... Adult Sunday School ................................ 9:30 AM
........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM

Worship Leaders & Assistants
Date Acolyte Ushers Musician Lector Altar 

Guild
Assisting 
Minister

Worship 
Leader

Coffee 
Host

Oct. 
18

Janeen 
Horton

Duane 
Pomeroy

Mitchell 
Bean

Steve 
Luoma

Pam       
Kobbeman 
& Team 3

Bob   
Horton

Bob   
Horton

Laurie 
Jackson

Oct. 
25

Braxdon 
Penry

Diane    
Bottorff, 
Bob Horton

Laurie 
Jackson

Debbie 
Pomeroy

Pam     
Kobbeman 
& Team 3

Marcy 
Carlson

Deacon 
Dave 
Mareske

Dean    
McGinnis

Nov. 
1

Curt 
Lewis

Howard  
Reece,    
Jeffrey 
Schafers-
man

Loni 
Reece

Carol 
Marker & 
Team 1

Ted  
Murphy

Pr. Bob 
Dealey

WIDOWED WOMEN of FAITH
Join other “Widowed Women of FaiTh” on Tuesday, October 20th for lunch and 
companionship from 11am to 1pm in the back room at Perkins Restaurant, 1720 
SW Wanamaker Road, Topeka. No RSVP needed, just come. Please, invite other 
Widowed Women of FaiTh. We meet every month on the 3rd Tuesday and will 
continue all through 2026. Come join us! Questions? WidowedWomenofFaith@
gmail.com or call Julie at (913)558-0191.
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  offi ce@topekatlc.org

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org

OFFICE HOURS
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday

 Together in Community 
 Living with Christ 
  Caring for Neighbors
Living with Christ’s Love
As Lutherans, we believe that we are justifi ed by faith alone through the grace of 
God (Ephesians 2:1-9). As our namesake Martin Luther made clear, we are both 
sinners and saints as we live our lives of faith. Together as Christians, we are 
called to allow God into our lives everyday and to do our best to live according to 
Christ’s love. We do this through being a community of faithful that welcomes all 
people to join us in prayer, service, study, and worship as we journey together in 
learning how to live out the Great Commandment.

Congregation Council
President Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care)

Vice-President Steve Luoma (Administration)
Secretary Diane Bottorff (Congregational Life)

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman (Administration)
Troy Abbott (Administration)

Marilyn Heckman (Community Relations)
Parker Jackson (Congregational Life)

 Curt Lewis (Maintenance) Howard Reece (Maintenance)


