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This is the greatest and 
first commandment.
 Matthew 22:38
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We are glad you are here!
It is always good to be together, hearing the Word.

Thank you for choosing to worship at Trinity Lutheran Topeka.
Thank you, Deacon Dave Mareske, for leading worship today.

PRELUDE
Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 3

+ GATHERING +
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please stand as you are able.
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and

healing upon the earth.
C Amen.
P Confi dent that God justifi es us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for refl ection.
P Compassionate God,
C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and 

in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and
bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking 
justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn 
our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

P Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

C Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 504
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray.

O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your people. By 
your Spirit renew us in your covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly for 
all our neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen. Please be seated.
+ WORD +

FIRST READING:  LEVITICUS 19:1-2, 15-18
1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying:  2 “Speak to all the congregation of the Israelites 
and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.
15 “You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or 
defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 16 You shall not go 
around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand idly by when 
the blood of your neighbor is at stake: I am the Lord. 17 “You shall not hate in your 
heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt 
yourself. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your 
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.”
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1 Spoken responsively
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in 
the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s
teaching day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with 
leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.
4 It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows 
away.
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the
sinner in the council of the righteous.
6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked 
shall be destroyed.

SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-8
1 You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in 
vain, 2 but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at 
Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel 
of God in spite of great opposition. 3 For our appeal does not spring from deceit 
or impure motives or trickery, 4 but, just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals 
but to please God, who tests our hearts. 5 As you know and as God is our witness, 
we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed, 6 nor did we seek 
praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 7 though we might have 
made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse 
tenderly caring for her own children. 8 So deeply do we care for you that we are 
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determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, 
because you have become very dear to us.
L The Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

  Please stand as you are able.GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 22:34-46
34 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, 35 and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test him. 
36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “ 
‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second 
is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered 
together, Jesus asked them this question: 42 “What do you think of the Messiah? 
Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 43 He said to them, “How 
is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 44 ‘The Lord said to my 
Lord,“Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet” ’? 45 “If David 
thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46 No one was able to give him an
answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.
L The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.

SERMON DEACON DAVE MARESKE
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HYMN OF THE DAY Built on a Rock ELW 652
 Please stand for the fi nal verse of the hymn.
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APOSTLES CREED
P Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucifi ed, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
A Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and 

the world.
A brief silence.
A Gracious God, as we remember the Reformation, we thank you for all those who 

have worked to hold the church accountable to its mission. Protect them as they 
speak truth to power. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
A We give thanks for the beauty of the world’s islands, coastlines, and low-lying 

places. Keep them and their inhabitants safe from harm. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A We thank you for the diversity of humankind, made in your image. We pray for 

the future of endangered languages and cultures. Preserve them to show forth 
your glory. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
A We pray for the healing of all who are sick or injured, especially those who

cannot access medical care. We remember those whom we love who are suffering 
or in pain especially Charlotte O’Brien, Shelley Andrews, Liz Utech, Martha
Nemeth, Linda Longren, and David McGinnis. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
A We give thanks for Faith Lutheran Church in Oberlin, KS, Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Kansas City, MO, and St. Matthew American Lutheran Church in 
Butler, MO. Bless them as they share your word in their communities. Hear us, 
O God.

C Your mercy is great.
A We give thanks for Charlotte O'Brien as she celebrates her birthday and for Bob 

Horton and Curt Lewis as they remember their baptisms. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
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P We thank you for all the faithful departed who taught us to love God and our 
neighbor. By their example, help us to seek after you with heart, soul, and mind. 
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
P Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and 

those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. C And also with you.
Let us greet one another with God’s peace. Please be seated.

+ THANKSGIVING +
OFFERING AND OFFERING SONG
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All

blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our 
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and 
always. C Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
We invite all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior to share in Holy 
Communion. Grape juice is available as an alternative to wine as well as gluten-free 
wafers. Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing. Hands cupped open 
indicate an openness to receive communion; hands closed reflect a desire to receive a 
blessing.
Please stay in your seat; the pastor and assisting minister will bring the bread and 
wine to you.
LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS In the Singing ELW 466

 

 That Priceless Grace ELW 591

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.

C Amen. Please stand as you are able.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A  Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of 
Jesus, in whose name we pray. C Amen.

+ SENDING +
BLESSING
P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold us today and 

always. C Amen.
SENDING HYMN Thy Strong Word ELW 511
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TRINITY
Today, Oct. 25.............................Reformation Sunday ..............................................
.................................................... Adult Sunday School ................................ 9:30 AM
........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM
Tues., Oct. 27 ........................................Quilters .......................................... 9:30 AM
......................................................... TLHA meeting ..................................... 7:00 PM
Sun., Nov. 1 .....................................All Saints Day ...................................................
............................................. Doorstep Food Collection Day .......................................
.......................................................Hymn Sing Along ................................. 10:15 AM
........................................... Worship with Holy Communion ..................... 10:30 AM

Worship Leaders & Assistants
Date Acolyte Ushers Musician Lector Altar 

Guild
Assisting 
Minister

Worship 
Leader

Coffee 
Host

Oct. 
25

Braxdon 
Penry

Diane     
Bottorff, Bob 
Horton

Laurie 
Jackson

Debbie 
Pomeroy

Pam      
Kobbeman 
& Team 3

Marcy 
Carlson

Deacon 
Dave 
Mareske

Dean    
McGinnis

Nov. 
1

Curt 
Lewis

Howard   
Reece, 
Jeffrey 
Schafers-
man

Loni 
Reece

Carol 
Marker & 
Team 1

Ted  
Murphy

Pr. Bob 
Dealey

Nov. 
8

Dean       
McGinnis, 
Ted Murphy

Diane 
Bottorff

Carol 
Marker & 
Team 1

Marcy 
Carlson

DISMISSAL
A Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Volunteers are needed -- and loved! Please note that we 
need an acolyte and assisting minister for Nov. 8.
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

725 SW Buchanan St. • Topeka, Kansas 66606
Phone:  785-233-0767 • Email:  offi ce@topekatlc.org

Website:  trinitylutherantopeka.org

OFFICE HOURS
10:00AM-3:30PM, Monday through Thursday

 Together in Community 
 Living with Christ 
  Caring for Neighbors
Together in Community
We are a faith community brought together to worship God and to be of service to 
the needs of the world as the Great Commandment is our guide in our lives (Mat-
thew 22:36-39, Mark 12:29-31, and Luke 10:26-27). We are a congregation that 
seeks to reach all those in our county with members spread throughout Topeka 
area, while being rooted in Historic Old Town. In our faith, we hope to be a symbol 
of Christ’s love in the world (John 15:12), to be a community of support and care 
(Galatians 6:2), and to proclaim the good news that Jesus Christ came to be a Sav-
ior for all people (Colossians 1:13-14).

Congregation Council
President Duane Pomeroy (Spiritual Care)

Vice-President Steve Luoma (Administration)
Secretary Diane Bottorff (Congregational Life)

Treasurer Bob Kobbeman (Administration)
Troy Abbott (Administration)

Marilyn Heckman (Community Relations)
Parker Jackson (Congregational Life)

 Curt Lewis (Maintenance) Howard Reece (Maintenance)


